Calendar of Events
Sunday, March 20
First Day of Spring
9:30 am Worship w/Communion
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Easter Choir Practice
1:30 pm South Little League
Monday, March 21
6:30 pm Boy Scouts
6:30 pm Executive Committee
6:30 pm Missional Outreach
Tuesday, March 22

Wednesday, March 23
6:00 pm Sit Happens
7:00 pm Lenten Vespers/Bible Study
Thursday, March 24
1:00 pm Backpacks Packing
7:30 pm NA
Friday, March 25
Saturday, March 26
9:00 am Lenten Kids in Mission
10:00 am Soup Sale
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The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree carries a message of judgment,
but ends upon a note of grace. The landowner had planted a fig tree
in his vineyard, and he figured that it was about time to gather figs
from it. But taking a look, he found that the tree was barren. As a
good steward of his land and crops, the land owner concludes that
there are two problems: (1) the tree is worthless, because it is
barren for a third year, and (2) it is taking up space that could
otherwise be productive. It is time to cut it down.
His caretaker pleads for patience. Give it another year, he says. In
the meantime he will loosen the soil around it and add fertilizer. It
might still produce fruit in another year, and there would be no
need to replace the tree. And think: if the tree is replaced by
another, the new tree would need several years to produce fruit. There is good
reason to give this tree another chance. On the other hand, if it does not produce
fruit in another year, then it can be cut down.
The implication to be drawn from the parable is that God is patient, which gives
Jesus’ hearers time for repentance, but there is a limit.
The parable helps place God’s judgment and grace into a larger perspective. In the
larger scheme of things, God’s grace is greater than God’s judgment. How could it be
otherwise? Divine patience is simply another expression of God’s love and grace. But
God’s grace is not to be understood as casual indulgence or indifference.
The apostle Paul put it this way: “Do you not realize that God’s kindness is meant to
lead you to repentance? But by your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up
wrath for yourself on the day of wrath, when God’s righteous judgment will be
revealed” (Romans 2:4-5). Those who do not take the opportunity offered to repent
can lose out in the end. As the caretaker puts it to the landowner, if the fig tree does
not bear fruit in another year, go ahead and cut it down.

March 20, 2022
Service Assistants
9:30
Ushers
Fred Harbaugh, Jean Nolan
Lay Assistant
Kim Brofee
Communion Assistant
Sandy Ream
Altar Guild
Marie Welter, Arlene Stahl
Acolyte
Jonathan Hess
Cantor
Virginia Amme
Flower Delivery
Paul Weaver
Sunday, March 13, 2022 at Messiah: Attendance: 52; Offering: $2806.75
Capital Campaign: $120.00
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by the Fury Memorial Fund.
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of my
husband Omar DeWald, by Connie DeWald.

Bible Readings
Sunday
Mar. 20 Isaiah 55:1-9; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9
Monday
Mar. 21 Psalm 39; Jeremiah 11:1-17; Romans 2:1-11
Tuesday
Mar. 22 Psalm 39; Ezekiel 17:1-10; Romans 2:12-16
Wednesday Mar. 23 Psalm 39; Numbers 13:17-27; Luke 13:18-21
Thursday
Mar. 24 Psalm 32; Joshua 4:1-13; 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:5
Friday
Mar. 25 Psalm 32; Joshua 4:14-24; 2 Corinthians 5:6-15
Saturday
Mar. 26 Psalm 32; Exodus 32:7-14; Luke 15:1-10
Presiding over our worship this Sunday, March 20 will be Ray Huff, ALWL and
next Sunday, March 27 will be Janet Stroble, ALWL.
Pastoral Care: Please call (570) 326-9171. (Available 24 hours a day)
During work hours office staff will assist you. After hours, please press "3"
for a Pastoral Emergency to be connected directly to the Pastor.

Lenten Evening Vespers led by Janet Stroble, ALWL followed by
a Bible Study with Carl Gee are Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Please
bring your own bible & pen. Hope you can join us!
Easter Choir practice is Sunday mornings in the nave after the service.
Reminder: Articles for the Messenger are due in the office by Monday at Noon

The Library Corner – Highlighted Book
Children- The Holy Moly Easter Story - Full of
stirring storytelling and imaginative illustrations,
this book brings Holy Week to awe-inspiring life.
From Jesus entering Jerusalem on a donkey to the
women discovering the empty tomb, kids will be
captivated with this story of hope and new life.
Book in the Easter Holiday Section. We also have a
DVD with the same name in the Easter section.
Adult - A Violent Grace by Michael Card - To believers today, the cross
has lost much of its appeal as a symbol of Christianity. Yet what Christ
did at the cross remains central to our faith. Michael Card calls upon us
to focus our attention once again on the cross. Explore with this
impassioned troubadour the Old Testament prophecies and Gospel
accounts of Jesus' self-sacrifice. Follow Jesus to the cross and realize
anew that God's free gift of grace to you was purchased at the cost of
inconceivable violence to His Son. Book is found in the Easter Section.

The Eucharistic Ministers will be sent out this Sunday, March 20, 2022.
Messiah is now accepting donations for Daniel’s closest. To make it easier
for those who donate, we are now accepting clothing
donations at Messiah as of Sunday, March 20. Seasonal
clothing for infants, children and adults, as well as
accessories (belts, ties, shoes, boots, scarves, hats,
gloves, purses, backpacks/bags, suitcases, etc.) may be
placed in the bin by the elevators. Especially needed is
clothing for small children and men’s clothing in size small. All clothing must be
bagged, no loose items please. Whenever possible, please bag clothing in tall
kitchen trash bags or something of similar size. (NO hangers, please.) Due to
storage constraints, seasonal clothing only, please, (no winter clothing at this
time).
Distribution of Daniel’s Closet at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 1101
Washington Blvd., is March 26, 8:00 am – 11:00am.

Attention Soup Makers/Volunteers!
Soup Sale – Saturday March 26, 2022 (Note the change of
date) Benefits “Mountie Backpack Program." Please call the
church office (570-326-9171) if you are able to make soup
(kind) and/or volunteer with advertising. Soup containers are
now available in the church office for those making soup.
Volunteers are needed for the “Drive-by Soup Sale” that starts
Saturday, March 26 at 10:00 am & continues until sold out. Soup will be $9.00 per quart.
No pre-orders will be taken. Please help make this sale another great success!

Can we top the $1,500 made at last year's sale? YES, with your help!
Messiah Lutheran Preschool is now
accepting registrations for the 2022-2023
school year. The program is Monday through
Friday for 3 hours each morning. There are
two classes. The younger class is for 3 and 4
year old children. (The child needs to be 3years old by September 1st.) The Pre-K class
is for 4 and 5 year old children who expect to
begin kindergarten in the Fall of 2023. For
more information please call 570-326-9171
(option 2) to speak with or leave a message for the Preschool Coordinator,
Linda Miller. Registration forms are also available in the church office. Since
space is limited early registration is encouraged. Thank you.

We have returned to singing the Psalm responsively.If you would be
willing to serve as cantor, please let the church office know. Thank you.
Messiah's Women of the ELCA will meet in
Shaheen Hall on Tuesday, March 29, at 7:00
p.m. for a Bible Study led by Vicar Sandy
Grier. During the Business Session we will finalize plans for the Mother's Day
Dinner. Refreshments will be provided by Connie Vogel and Bobbi
Bower. Everyone is welcome!
SAVE THIS DATE: Tuesday, MAY 10, at 6:00 p.m. for Messiah's
annual MOTHER'S DAY DINNER. Mark a star on your calendar to
reserve the evening for this special event!

Lenten Kids in Mission: Saturday, March 26 from
9-Noon in Shaheen Hal1. Ages 4 through 6 grade.
Join us for Fellowship, Storytime, Crafts, Pretzel
baking and more. For more info or to register call
the church office.
Registration forms are on the Bald Eagle Alley Bulletin Board.
Kids in Mission Collection for Shepherd of the Streets March 13-20, 2022.
We need your help! One of the projects planned for the Lenten Kids in
Mission activity is donating bags of hygiene items FOR CHILDREN to
the Shepherd of the Streets. The list of items below are being collected
and then the kids will fill bags to donate. If you would like to help
please purchase regular sized bottles (no travel size) of the items on
the list. Items may be brought to the church on Sunday March 20 or to

the church office during the week.

Thank you so much for your help!
1. No-tears Shampoo
2. Kid/Baby Body Wash
3. Kid/Baby Lotion
4. Child Toothbrush
5. Child ToothpasteWash Cloth

6. Band-Aids (Fun ones i.e. Super
Hero)
7. Vaseline, A&D Ointment,
Desitin (or generic brands)
8. Child Comb and/or Brush

 St. Paul Lutheran Church Fund Scholarship
The St. Paul Lutheran Church Scholarship Program was established by the
congregation of the former St. Paul Lutheran Church in Williamsport to benefit
Lutheran students in Lycoming County. Students who wish to apply to the
scholarship program can complete an online application available at
https://www.thriventcharitable.com/grants/scholarships
Applications, transcripts, community service resume, and one online
recommendation are due by April 29, 2022. For additional information contact
Dave Zastrow, Donor Services Associate, at (800)365-4172 or go to
TCscholarships@thrivent.com.

