Calendar of Events
Sunday, March 27
9:30 am Worship w/Communion
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Easter Choir Practice

Monday, March 28
6:15 pm LifeLong Faith Formation
6:30 pm Boy Scout Pinewood Derby
7:00 pm Property Committee
Tuesday, March 29
4:00 pm PreSchool Open House
7:00 pm WELCA

Wednesday, March 30
6:00 pm Sit Happens
7:00 pm Lenten Vespers/Bible Study
Thursday, March 31
1:00 pm Backpacks Packing
7:30 pm NA
Friday, April 1
April Fool’s Day

Saturday, April 2
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Hearing the Parable of the Prodigal Son can be like hearing from a
longtime friend. The story is familiar yet still meaningful. The younger
son asks his father for his share of his inheritance. That is remarkable,
even shocking. An inheritance is received only at the death of the
parent. Therefore the son’s request amounts to saying, “Dad, I wish
you were dead!” The son then leaves home distancing himself from his
father and older brother.
When the younger son comes into difficulty, he becomes a
servant of a pig farmer. Feeling shame from feeding pigs and also considering joining the
pigs at the trough the son finally “came to himself” and decided to go home. That does
not necessarily mean that he had remorse. True, he produces a speech, but is it true
remorse, or is it for manipulating his father?
Whether or not the son truly repents, the focus is on the father’s warm embrace.
The father having no idea why the son is coming home “runs” to meet him. In ancient
times, a dignified man does not run! Jesus portrays this father not acting like a normal
father but acting out the love and compassion of God.
The son has practiced a speech, saying that he has sinned but the father doesn’t
listen. Instead he cuts off the son’s speech abruptly so that he can give directions to his
servants.
While the party is going on, the father leaves it and goes to find his elder son. He
pleads with him to join the celebration, but is unsuccessful. Once again the focus is on
the father. He tries his best to bring about harmony in the household. The elder son is
now distant from his father and brother. We do not know if the father finally prevailed.
One theme in the parable that Jesus illustrates through the father is the love of
God that is beyond human love, for no typical father would act as this father does.
Another theme speaks against Jesus’ critics such as the Pharisees as shown by the
behavior of the elder brother. They think that they know who is worthy God’s love and
who isn’t.
The congregation at worship is the place for celebrating the homecoming each
week of the prodigals, including all of us, and driving away all (continues inside)

thoughts of righteous resentments about who all is coming to dinner. As the father
welcomed the son, so God in Christ welcomes us. As Paul put it so well, “Welcome one
another… just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God” (Romans 15:7).
March 27, 2022
Service Assistants
9:30
Ushers
Fred Harbaugh, Charles Harstead
Lay Assistant
Carol Waltz
Communion Assistant
Sherri Holtzman
Altar Guild
Jody Fullmer, Jean Bower
Acolyte
Jordan Morris
Cantor
Carol Waltz
Flower Delivery
Charles Luppert
Sunday, March 20, 2022 at Messiah: Attendance: 85; Offering: $3942.11
Capital Campaign: $50.00
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor of Nathan Rundio’s 14th
birthday on March 31st, with love from Grammy and Pappy Bausinger & his Uncle Mike.

Bible Readings
Sunday
Mar. 27 Joshua 5:9-12; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Monday
Mar. 28 Psalm 53; Leviticus 23:26-41; Revelation 19:1-8
Tuesday
Mar. 29 Psalm 53; Leviticus 25:1-19; Revelation 19:9-10
Wednesday Mar. 30 Psalm 53; 2 Kings 4:1-7; Luke 9:10-17
Thursday
Mar. 31 Psalm 126; Isaiah 43:1-7; Philippians 2:19-24
Friday
Apr. 01 Psalm 126; Isaiah 43:8-15; Philippians 2:25-3:1
Saturday
Apr. 02 Psalm 126; Exodus 12:21-27; John 11:45-57
Presiding over our worship this Sunday, March 27 will be Janet Stroble, ALWL
and next Sunday, April 3 will be Barb Horn, ALWL.
Pastoral Care: Please call (570) 326-9171. (Available 24 hours a day)
During work hours office staff will assist you. After hours, please press "3"
for a Pastoral Emergency to be connected directly to the Pastor.

Lenten Evening Vespers led by Janet Stroble, ALWL followed by a
Bible Study with Carl Gee are Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Please bring
your own bible & pen. Please join us in the Little Chapel!
Easter Choir practice is Sunday mornings in the nave after the service.

The Library Corner – Highlighted Books
Children -DVD- Twas the Night Before Easter by
Veggie Tales -It's Easter time in Crisper County
and cable news reporter Marlee Meade is hunting
for a way to help others. On a tip that the old town
theater will be shut down, Marlee cooks up a plan
to save the stage. With a cast of costume-clad
townies, massive props and a 20 ft. robot rabbit.
"Up with Bunnies' is hatched. When news spreads that singing sensation
Cassie Cassava is arriving to perform in her hometown church's Easter
service, Marlee gets worried. Concerned about the competition, she schemes
to steal the starlet for her own pageant! But when things go haywire, will it
be curtains for Marlee's dreams-or will she discover the true meaning of
Easter and what helping others is really all about? This DVD is in the
Easter Section.
Adult - Before and After Easter - Activities and Ideas-Lent to Pentecost For each day of Lent, each week of Easter and the Day of Pentecost, there
are activities, service projects, crafts and recipes, Bible readings, fascinating
facts, family worship ideas and full color illustrations on every page to make
activities and projects a snap! Book is in the Easter section.

Messiah is now accepting donations for Daniel’s closest. To make it easier
for those who donate, we are now accepting clothing
donations at Messiah. Seasonal clothing for infants,
children and adults, as well as accessories (belts, ties,
shoes, boots, scarves, hats, gloves, purses,
backpacks/bags, suitcases, etc.) may be placed in the bin
by the elevators. Especially needed is clothing for small
children and men’s clothing in size small. All clothing must be bagged, no
loose items please. Whenever possible, please bag clothing in tall kitchen trash
bags or something of similar size. (NO hangers, please.) Due to storage
constraints, seasonal clothing only, please, (no winter clothing at this time).
Distribution of Daniel’s Closet at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 1101
Washington Blvd., is March 26, 8:30 am – 11:00am.
Reminder: Articles for the Messenger are due in the office by Monday at Noon

Attention Soup Makers/Volunteers!
Soup Sale – Saturday March 26, 2022 (Note the change of date)
10 am until sold out. Benefits “Mountie Backpack Program."
Soup is $9 per quart. (No pre-orders.)
Soup containers are now available in the church office for those
making soup. Volunteers are needed to work the “Drive-by Soup Sale”
Soup varieties include: Beef Vegetable, Chili, Turkey Noodle, Ham,
Bean & Potato, Italian Wedding Soup, Chicken Noodle, and Potato
Soup. Come help make this year’s sale another success!
Messiah Lutheran Preschool is now accepting
registrations for the 2022-2023 school year. The
program is Monday through Friday for 3 hours each
morning with 2 classes. The younger class is for 3 &
4 year old children. (The child needs to be 3-years
old by September 1st.) The Pre-K class is for 4 & 5
year old children who expect to begin kindergarten
in the Fall of 2023. For more information please
call 570-326-9171 (option 2) to speak with or
leave a message for the Preschool Coordinator, Linda Miller. Registration
forms are also available in the church office.
Since space is limited early registration is encouraged. Thank you.

We have returned to singing the Psalm responsively.If you would be
willing to serve as cantor, please let the church office know. Thank you.
WELCA will meet in Shaheen Hall on Tuesday,
March 29, at 7:00 p.m. for a Bible Study led by
Deacon Sandy Grier. During the Business Session
we will finalize plans for the Mother's Day Dinner. Refreshments will be provided
by Connie Vogel and Bobbi Bower. Everyone is welcome!
(Apologies to Sandy Grier for incorrectly listing her as Vicar last week.)

SAVE THIS DATE: Tuesday, MAY 10, at 6:00 p.m. for Messiah's
annual MOTHER'S DAY DINNER. Mark a star on your calendar to
reserve the evening for this special event!

Lenten Kids in Mission: Saturday, March 26 from
9-Noon in Shaheen Hal1. Ages 4 through 6 grade.
Join us for Fellowship, Storytime, Crafts, Pretzel
Baking and more. For more info or to register call
the church office.
Thank you to everyone who sent condolences, prayers, flowers and
cards over these past few difficult weeks as I learn
to accept that my mom is no longer a phone call
away. I was so blessed. I had my mother for 64
years but my heart still aches. Wilma Reeder
Thank you to my Messiah family for the cards, prayers
and flowers that were sent for my recent surgery and
recovery. It means so much to me to be remembered.
Carol Armstrong.
Thank you the beautiful flowers. They really made my day.
Darlene Young.

Early Registration Register for Camp Mount Luther summer camp by midnight
on April 15, 2022, to get a discount on your summer camp
registration! Or, if you bring a friend to camp who’s never been
there, you can get 25% off your registration fee. Program
information and registration at www.campmountluther.org.
Applications Being Accepted: Camp Mount Luther is now
accepting applications for Summer Staff positions. Candidates must possess a
commitment to Christ, a passion for the outdoors, and strong leadership and
teamwork skills. We are looking for people who can put the needs of others
ahead of themselves. The camp is accredited by the American Camp
Association. If you or someone you know might be interested, please contact
chad@campmountluther.org or submit an application online at
www.campmountluther.org/application

