Calendar of Events
Sunday, April 17
Easter Sunday
9:30 am Worship w/Communion
10:30 am Easter Egg Hunt

Thursday, April 21
12:30 pm Backpacks packing
7:00 pm District Scout Meeting
7:30 pm NA

Monday, April 18
6:30 pm Executive Committee

Friday, April 22

Tuesday, April 19
6:30 pm Soup Sale Committee

Saturday, April 23

Wednesday, April 20
Reminder: Lenten Banks are still being collected on Easter
Sunday in the Narthex & due in the office by Tuesday April 19.
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Excerpts from Commentary on Luke: 24:1-2 by Craig R. Koester,
Professor and Asher O. and Carrie Nasby Chair of New
Testament, Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, Minn.

The story begins with the obvious: Jesus is dead,
and his followers assume that he remains dead
(24:1-3). The women come to the tomb because
that is where the saw the body of Jesus was
placed after his crucifixion (23:55-56). The
discovery of the empty tomb brings confusion,
not clarity. Bodies that are dead presumably
remain dead.
The women receive a word that runs counter to what they know to be true. “Why do
you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen” (24:5). What is
most striking is that the women encounter the resurrection through this message.
They are told that Jesus has risen, but they do not see the risen Jesus himself. What
they have is a word, a message.
This is where our situation is like that of the women on the first Easter: we are all
given a message of resurrection, but that defies what we know to be true. It would
seem so much easier to have the women come to the tomb and watch Jesus walk out
into the light of a new day. And it would seem much easier for Jesus simply to appear
in dazzling glory to us, who gather on an Easter morning generations later.
The only logical response to such a message is unbelief. Experience teaches that
death wins. The Easter message says that Jesus lives. The women bring the message
of resurrection to the others, and they respond with they thought that the message
was “an idle tale, and they did not believe them” (24:11).
Here is where the Easter message begins its work, by challenging our certainties.
Experience teaches that death wins but the Easter message says, “Really? How can
you be so sure?” Death is real, but it is not final. In Jesus, life gets the last word.
Continues inside.

April 17, 2022
Service Assistants
Ushers

Sunday 9:30 am
Gail O’Brien, Sylvia McCarty,
Mark Aungst
Lay Assistant
Anita Bair
Communion Assistant
Mandy Feinberg
Altar Guild
Marie Welter, Arlene Stahl
Acolyte/Crucifer
Brennen Hess, Alia Taylor
Flower Delivery
Marilyn Winter
Sunday, April 10, 2022 at Messiah: Attendance: 106; Offering: $6,439.00;
Capital Campaign: $60.27
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of my
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Clyde E. Smith by Vonnie Kaiser and family.
The Basket of Flowers is given in to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Edna
Schooley by her family.
Bible Readings
Sunday
Apr. 17 Acts 10:34-43; 1 Corinthians 15:19-26; Luke 24:1-12
Monday
Apr. 18 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Joshua 10:16-27; 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8
Tuesday
Apr. 19 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Judges 4:17-23; 5:24-31a; Rev.12:1-12
Wednesday Apr. 20 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 2 Samuel 6:1-15; Luke 24:1-12
Thursday
Apr. 21 Psalm 150; 1 Samuel 17:1-23; Acts 5:12-16
Friday
Apr. 22 Psalm 150; 1 Samuel 17:19-32; Acts 5:17-26
Saturday
Apr. 24 Psalm 150; 1 Samuel 17:32-51; Luke 24:36-40

Presiding over our worship this Sunday, April 17 will be Janet Stroble, ALWL
and Sunday, April 24 will be Deacon Sandra Grier, ALWL.
Pastoral Care: Please call (570) 326-9171. (Available 24 hours a day)
During work hours office staff will assist you. After hours, please press
"3" for a Pastoral Emergency to be connected directly to the Pastor.
Please Note: Messiah Church office is closed Easter Mon., Apr. 18.
Reminder: Articles for the Messenger are due into the office by Monday at Noon.

The Library Corner – Highlighted Books
Children - Madame Blue's Easter Hullabaloo - This
Veggie Tale book has Madame Blue learn the real
meaning and significance of Easter. There is also a
button to press for singing along with her. This book is
found in the Easter Section.
Adult - Twelve Ordinary Men - How the Master Shaped His Disciples for
Greatness and What He Wants to Do with You - What is most amazing
about the disciples is that Jesus ever selected them at all: among them, a
handful of common fishermen, a hated tax collector, and an impulsive
political zealot. When you take a fresh look at the disciples, you'll be faced
with a stunning fact: The men the Savior chose were ordinary. Hopelessly
human. Remarkably unremarkable. But they were available and obedient to
the Master's call. And, under Jesus' teaching and touch, they became a force
that forever changed the world. This book brings you face to face with the
disciples as you've never seen them before. The message of this book is clear.
If Christ can accomplish His purposes through the lives of common men like
these, imagine what He has in store for you! Book is in the Biography
section.

Please say a prayer for Weston Lee Sherman and Malory Louise Klemick
who will experience First Holy Communion at the
Maundy Thursday Worship Service. Be sure to
congratulate these youngsters the next time that
you see them.
A BIG Thank You to all who have donated to the Food
Pantry. Messiah was able to help 11 families with food in
the month of March.
Food Pantry Needs: Cereal (Cheerios, Rice Krispies, etc.),
Peanut Butter, Jelly, Pancake Mix & Syrup, Wide Egg Noodles,
Canned Peas, Canned Green Beans, & Pudding Cups.
Soup Sale Committee meets in Jensen Lounge on Tues., April 19th @ 6:30 pm.
Any other interested parties are also welcomed.

EASTER EGG HUNT – This Sunday, April 17 at 10:30 AM in the
Sunday School room. Children 3 and under need to have
supervision. We look forward to seeing you there!
Messiah Lutheran Preschool is now accepting registrations
for the 2022-2023 school year. The program is Mon. – Fri. for 3
hrs. each morning with 2 classes. The younger class is for 3 & 4
yr. old children. The Pre-K class is for 4 & 5 yr. old children who
begin kindergarten in the Fall 2023. For more info please call
570-326-9171 (option 2) to speak with or leave a message for
the Preschool Coordinator, Linda Miller. Registration forms are also available in
the church office. Space is limited. Early registration is encouraged. Thank you.
Messiah’s Annual Mother's Day Dinner is Tuesday, May 10, at
6 pm in Shaheen Hall. The program is "Summer Hats." Barb
Schmouder--the "Hat Lady from Jersey Shore"-will show us her
gorgeous collection. Make sure to include this evening of fun and
fellowship on your schedule. It is a great way to honor your
mother--whether in person or in memory!

Spring Clean Up: Saturday, April 30, 9:00 am–Noon: Rain or Shine!
Volunteers needed for both indoor and outdoor projects.
Bring your own yard tools & cleaning supplies.
Please use the sign-up sheet in the Narthex
or call the Church Office
Hope to see you there!
No words can truly express how much our Messiah
family has meant to us through the medical
journey that we are still experiencing. Many thanks
for the flowers, cards, prayers & concerns for we
have received. May the Lord be with you & Happy
Easter to All! Holly & George McKay

Volunteers needed to help with VBS 9:00 AM to Noon June 13th - 17th. If you
are available only certain days that week that is helpful,
too! No preparation work or special talent is needed. Most
needed are adults to escort the children from one activity to
another. It's a wonderful opportunity to interact with the
children and really catch their enthusiasm! Please
prayerfully consider this important mission in spreading
God's word. As Jesus said, "Let the children come to
me". Call me @ 570-244-6964. Thank you. Kathryn Pratt.
Continued from front cover.

The Easter message calls you from your old belief in death to a new belief in life. The
claim that the tomb could not hold Jesus is so outrageous that it might make you
wonder whether it might–just might–be true. The apostles seemed convinced that
the message was nothing more than “an idle tale” (24:11). Death was death. Yet the
message was so outrageous that Peter had to go and take a look for himself (24:12).
He had to wonder, “What if it is true?”
Those who gather for worship on Easter Sunday follow in the footsteps of Peter.
They have heard the rumor that Jesus is alive and come to hear again for themselves:
“What if it is true? What if death is real, but not final? What if Jesus were to meet me
here? What would life be then?”
The Easter reading stops with Peter’s amazement, but the Easter story continues far
beyond, as God continues to challenge the certainty of death with the promise of life.
Go ahead and tell God that you think it is outrageous to expect anyone to believe that
Jesus has risen. Go ahead and tell God that you believe that death gets the final word.
None of this is news to God. He has heard it all before. He simply refuses to believe it.
“Why do you seek the living among the dead?” God wonders. “Through the living
Jesus I give you the gift of life. Why would you think that I would offer you anything
less?”

Happy Easter to Everyone from the Messiah Church Staff!

