Calendar of Events
Sunday, August 14
9:30 am Worship w/communion
10:30 am Coffee Hour
Monday, August 15
6:30 pm Executive Committee
Tuesday, August 16
National Roller Coaster Day

Wednesday, August 17

Thursday, August 18
7:30 pm NA

Friday, August 19

Saturday, August 20
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August 10, 2022

Excerpts from Commentary on Luke 12:49-56

VOL. 80 – NO. 31

By Eric J. Thompson, Senior Pastor, St. John Lutheran, Fargo, ND
With all of the divisiveness present in society these days, it seems like
the last thing we need is a gospel text that seemingly encourages more
division.
On the face of it, Jesus predicts that very thing. Yet, there are certainly
other interpretations of this text available. There is ample evidence to
suggest that Jesus is setting the stage for the outcome of his ministry
and its eventual end: a fire of cleansing judgment that spreads the good news and the
baptism of his death in order to conquer death.
In Luke 12:49-50, we hear this language of fire and think judgement, and that
may be what Christ wants us to think … for now. But, in reality, the fire of judgement
is perhaps about our own (in)ability to save ourselves. The cleansing fire reveals that
we need God.
Fire was meant to destroy the reigning religion and religiosity that people
used was a way of “guaranteeing” their salvation, yet, which ironically actually
distanced people from God. Could the same be said for our own religion today? For
Jesus, fire will burn down our human need for security and those institutions that
provide human security instead of security in God. The fire is followed by the talk of
baptism, which has promise inherent within it.
Baptism is not meant to be simply an easy, joyous occasion. On the one hand,
baptism is promise for us, on the other hand, for Jesus, baptism leads to death on the
cross so that we might have life. This death turns our baptism into joy and
celebration. For many, baptism is the entry into the life of the church. Part of life as
God’s chosen is vocation, God’s calling to us. This means that Christ’s baptism, and
his ministry and death on the cross, prefigures our own baptism and provides a
bridge to the next section about division. Our callings, varied and numerous, do not
end the day we are baptized. What ends in baptism is the consequence for our failure
to live out those vocations. So, while joy is a fundamental emotion for baptism, it is
joy because of the grace that we have been given, not because we will never
experience pain again.

August 14, 2022
Service Assistants
Sunday 9:30 am
Ushers
Gail O’Brien, Sylvia McCarty
Lay Assistant
David Bausinger
Communion Assistant
Rhonda Koch
Altar Guild
Sue Shoemaker, Yvonne Kaiser
Acolyte
Owen Sherman
Cantor
Dave Bausinger
Flower Delivery
Arch Watkins
Sunday, August 7, 2022 at Messiah: Attendance: 72; Offering: $7360.00;
Capital Campaign: $405.00.
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Charles
Munro and Gladys Webb Munro on the anniversary of their wedding, August 15,
1941, by their nephews, Nelson, John, Gary, Andy and their families.
The Sanctuary Lamp burns in memory of Nita & Eugene Hamm.
Bible Readings
Sunday
Aug. 14 Jeremiah 23:23-29; Hebrews 11:29-12:2; Luke 12:49-56
Monday
Aug. 15 Psalm 32; Jeremiah 23:30-40; 1 John 4:1-6
Tuesday
Aug. 16 Psalm 32: Jeremiah 25:15-29; Acts 7:44-53
Wednesday Aug. 17 Psalm 32; Jeremiah 25:30-38; Luke 19:45-48
Thursday
Aug. 18 Psalm 103:1-8; Numbers 15:32-41; Hebrews 12:3-17
Friday
Aug. 19 Psalm 103:1-8; 2 Chronicles 8:12-15; Acts 17:1-9
Saturday
Aug. 20 Psalm 103:1-8; Nehemiah 13:15-22; Luke:6:1-5
Presiding over our worship this Sunday, Aug. 14th will be Pastor Bruce Amme,
and next Sunday, August 21st, will be Janet Stroble, ALWL.
Pastoral Care: Please call (570) 326-9171. (Available 24 hours a day) During work
hours office staff will assist you. After hours, please press "3" for a Pastoral
Emergency to be connected directly to the Pastor.
Capital Campaign Update for July 2022
Pledged amount given:
$
535.00
Pledged amount to date:
$115,812.00
Unpledged amount given:
$
202.00
Unpledged given to date:
$ 96,771.00

The Library Corner – Highlighted Books
Children - Maybe God is like that too - When a young boy
wonders where to find God in his city, his grandma reminds
him that he just needs to know where to look. It turns out
God's spirit is at work all around him. Found in the
Children's section.
Adult - Lydia - a Novel - The author has a distinctive flair for
weaving a colorful and biblically accurate novel from the sometimes bare
threads of a scriptural reference. In this instance, she has taken the brief
NT account of Lydia, the seller of purple in Acts 16:14, and creatively
filled in the gaps, giving us a fascinating look at life and times in ancient
Macedonia. This fast paced book is in the Adult Fiction section.
Not only do we help our families with food, we also give them a
gift card to Save-A-Lot for perishable foods. We need to replenish
the fund in order to continue providing cards. We have an
anonymous donor willing to match up to $500 of donated funds.
We now have $320 collected. We’re almost there!
Food Pantry Needs: Canned Vegetables, Canned Fruit, Canned
Tomatoes, Cans of soup (all varieties), Mushroom Soup, Pudding
Cups, Boxed Potatoes (Scalloped etc.), Baked Beans, Canned Chili,
Beef Stew, Wide Egg Noodles, Pancake Mix, and Pancake Syrup.

Anticipated position for Preschool Aide
for the 2022-2023 school year at Messiah Lutheran Preschool.
Monday - Friday 8:15 to 11:45 am. Send your letter of interest to
preschoolmessiah@comcast.net
Daniel’s Closet
Clothing Giveaway
Saturday, August 27, 2022
8:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Safety Guidelines observed.

Free Community Dinner
Thurs., August 11, 2022; 5:00pm
Until supply is gone.
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Curb Side
1101 Washington Blvd.

Reminder: Articles for the Messenger are due into the office by Monday at Noon

Shop Back-to School Sales to send a child in need to school!
The Missional Outreach Committee is collecting supplies for School Kits for
Lutheran World Relief to make it possible for children around the world to
attend school. Our goal is to fill 250 backpacks. We have enough to fill at least
170 packs to date, thanks to you! Only 80 more to go!
We are in need of the following items:
 70-sheet spiral bound notebooks – wide or college ruled (no loose-leaf paper)
 30-centimeter ruler with cm printed on one side, inches on the other
 Unsharpened #2 yellow pencils – with erasers
 Blue or black stick pens, (not “click” pens, and no gel ink)
 24-count box of crayons (Note change to only 24-count)
 2 ½” eraser
PLEASE NOTE: Notebooks can only be 70 pages! And we now have enough scissors.
Please place donated items in the little schoolhouse in the narthex by Sun., August 28.
Monetary donations also accepted. Make checks payable to Messiah Lutheran Church,
(memo LWR School Kits).
Also needed: Volunteers to sew more backpacks. Material (already cut to size) and
instructions are available at the church office. Questions?
Contact Sally Congdon (570) 547-6193 or Kathy Wither (570) 651-2802

Found in bag with School Kit Donations: A white 4x6 inch picture
frame. If you accidentally donated this item please call the church
office. (570)326-9171. Thank you.
Please pray for the 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, the highest legislative
body in this denomination, as they come together this week (August 812) in Columbus, Ohio to do the very important and faithful work of the
church. Thank you.
God’s work, Our hands! Dresses and Britches for Africa
IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO START SEWING. Have you seen the display in
the narthex? You can make your creations with shirts, pillowcases and
trim under the table displayed or that are available in the church office.
Also included are the instructions.
For more info Call Doris Butt 570-326-0483. Thank you.

Preschool Mums Fundraiser!
For a third year, Messiah Lutheran Preschool is again
joining with our local greenhouse, The Potting Bench, for a
Mums Fundraiser! The mums are always beautiful, making
this partnership a win-win for both our organizations. We
help support our local business owners AND raise money
for our Preschool to provide our children with learning
supplies & outdoor equipment. Last year we raised enough
money for an additional swing set for the playground.
Please support us by purchasing one or more of the $8 tickets beginning this
Sunday, August 14. Preschool is sponsoring a Coffee Hour after worship and tickets
will be available. After Sunday the tickets will be available in the church office, or by
contacting Linda Miller at (570)326-5405. You will then be able to take your tickets
to the Potting Bench at 324 Matthews Blvd. in S. Williamsport and choose your very
own 9-inch potted mum(s). THANK YOU Your Support!

Installation of the Fourth Bishop of USS, Rev. Craig A. Miller, is September 17,
2:00 p.m. at Zion Lutheran Church, 15 S. 5th St. Sunbury. A time of
fellowship and light refreshments will follow the service. Please
RSVP at https://forms.office.com/r/JeezHvCK9N. For more info
call the Upper Susquehanna Synod Office (570) 524-9778. Masking is
encouraged. Parking is available on the street and in the city lots
between 4th and 5th Streets and one block north on 5th Street.

Singers/Ringers Needed for the installation. Choir rehearsals will be Sundays,
August 28 and September 11 at 2 pm. Handbell rehearsals will be on Wednesdays
at 6:30 pm beginning August 10, all at Zion. For more information or to volunteer,
contact Dave Reier at 570-847-3435 or dreier@ptd.net

