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GATHERING 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE   
Canzona .................................................................................. Richard Purvis  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
        who journeys with us these forty days, 
        and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
C:  Amen 
 

P:  Let us acknowledge before God and one another 
        our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
 

P:   Holy God, 
C:   we confess to you our faults and failings. 
        Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
        we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 
        we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
        we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 
        we choose fear over compassion. 
        Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
        as we seek to follow in your way of life. 
        Amen. 
 

P:  Hear the good news: 
       God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
       so that all may receive life. 
       This promise is for you! 
       God embraces you with divine mercy, 

      ☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 
       and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

C:  Amen 

 

 Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man 

born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens our 

eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, 

in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our 

daily lives.  

Gathering: God the 
Holy Spirit calls us 
together as the people 
of God. 
 

Confession:  
Please Stand. 
 

What’s that cross? 
All may make the 
sign of the cross, the 
sign marked at 
baptism, as the 
minister begins. 
 
Worship Guide: The 
assembly kneels. 
Silence is kept for 
reflection. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Bulletin Symbols: 

P: Pastor 

A: Lay Assistant 

C: Congregation 
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GATHERING HYMN         Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness         
 

Gathering Hymn: 

Please stand.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us pray.  

P:  Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. 
     By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the 
       darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you 
       live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
       and forever. 
C:  Amen 
  

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 

 

Apostolic 

Greeting: During 

this time, the 

minister and the 

assembly greet 

each other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day: 

This prayer is 

sometimes called a 

collect because it 

collects the themes 

of the day and lifts 

them in prayer.  

 
Please be seated.  
 
 
Word: God speaks 
to us through 
scripture reading, 
preaching, and 
song.  
 
 
 
 
 

WORD 
 

 

FIRST READING:  1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 

A:  A reading from First Samuel: 
 

        1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I 
         have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with 
      oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have 
      provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How 
      can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, 
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      “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
      the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what 
      you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to 
      you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to 
      Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, 
      and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have 
      come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with 
      me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and 
      invited them to the sacrifice. 

6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely 
      the LORD’s anointed is now before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to 
      Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his 
      stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as 
      mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 
      the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and 
      made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has 
      the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. 
      And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse made 
      seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 
      “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, 
      “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 
      youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, 
      “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes 
      here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had 
      beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and 
      anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, 
      and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of 
      the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. 
      Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 

A:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

What’s Going On: 

Samuel anointed 

David even though he 

was the eighth-oldest 

son of Jesse and did 

not match his 

brothers in height or 

other physical 

characteristics. With 

the anointing came 

endowment with the 

Spirit of the LORD, 

designating David as 

the LORD’s chosen 

successor to Saul. 
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       1The LORD| is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
         shall | fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort 
         me. R 
  

     5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of 
         my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R 
 

PSALM: 23 
 
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

A:  A reading from Ephesians:  
 

         8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live 
      as children of light—9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is 
      good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the 
      Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
      instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what 
      such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light 
      becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light. 
      Therefore it says, 
     “Sleeper, awake! 
        Rise from the dead, 
       and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

A:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Refrain: 

The cantor sings the 

refrain, then the 

congregation 

repeats it. It is 

repeated together 

when an R appears 

at the end of a 

verse. 

Psalm: The psalm 
is sung responsively 
between cantor and 
congregation. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Going On: 
Because we now 
live in the divine 
light which is Jesus 
Christ, we conduct 
our lives in ways 
that reflect the light 
of Christ, so that 
our activity is truly 
pleasing to God. 
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Please stand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Going On: 
Jesus heals a man 
born blind, 
provoking a hostile 
reaction that he 
regards as spiritual 
blindness to the 
things of God. 

GOSPEL: John 9:1-41 
 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

        1As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples 
      asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 
      born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents 
      sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 
      him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; 
      night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, 
      I am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the 
     ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the 
     man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 
     means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to 
     see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar 
     began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some 
     were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like 
     him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, 
     “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called 
     Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam 
     and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They 
     said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”  
      13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 
     blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and 
     opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he 
     had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. 
     Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This 
     man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But 
     others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” 
      

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, 
“What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, 
“He is a prophet.” 
 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received 
his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his 
sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born 
blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We 
know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not 
know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his 
eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents 
said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had 
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah 
would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He 
is of age; ask him.” 
 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, 
and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a 
sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One 
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to 
him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”  27He 
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. 
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become 
his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, 
but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to 
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes 
from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not 
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know 
that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 
worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it 
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If 
this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered 
him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” 
And they drove him out. 
35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, 
he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who 
is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, 
“You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, 
“Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this 
world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and 
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Sermon: Please be 

seated. 
 
 

Hymn of the Day: 

Please Stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON ................................................................... Janet Stroble, ALWL 
 
 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY            I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 
 

 

 

 

those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near 
him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are 
we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. 
But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P:  Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the 
     world, and all of creation. 
 

P:  Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
 

P:  We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love 
     and your promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus 
       Christ our Savior. 
C:  Amen 
 

 

PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

Creed: The 

Apostles’ Creed is 

an ancient 

Christian 

profession of faith.  

It is part of the 

liturgy to remind 

us of who we are 

and what we 

believe. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayers: A brief 
silence is held after 
the introduction.   
 

 
After each petition: 
 
 
The prayers 
conclude: 
 

 
 

 
 

Sharing the 
Peace:  
 

Please be seated 
 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
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OFFERING  
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A:  Let us pray. 
C:  God of good gifts, 
      receive these and all our offerings 
      as we present them in faithful service 
      for the sake of your gospel. 
      Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 
      as you pour out your very presence 
      through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
      Amen. 

OFFERTORY 

ANTHEM                    

God Is My Shepherd .................................................... Pryor and Nolan 
  Candy Watkins, Virginia Amme 

 

 

 

 

Offering: An 
offering is 
gathered for the 
mission of God, 
including the care 
of those in need.  
During this time 
the table is set. 
 
Offertory: 

Please Stand as 

the gifts are 

processed 

forward and sing 

the offering song. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer: 
While the table is 
set the Lay 
assistant leads the 
congregation in 
the offering 
prayer. 
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PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of 
baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

DIALOG 
P:   The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
P:   Lift up your hearts. 
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Eucharistic 
Prayer: The 
presiding 
minister 
continues, 
praying the 
Words of 
Institution 
recorded in 1 Cor. 
11:23-25 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

 

C:  Amen. 
 

 



Messiah Lutheran Church  March 19, 2023 – 9:30 AM | 13 
 

 

 

  

Lord’s Prayer: 
The prayer Jesus 
taught us in 
Matthew 6:9-13. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Holy 
Communion:  
 All baptized 
believers are 
invited to this holy 
meal.  Those not 
communing are 
invited for a 
blessing.  Please 
follow the 
instructions of the 
ushers to gather at 
the altar table.  
When giving the 
bread and cup, the 
communion 
ministers say: 
“The body of 
Christ, given for 
you. The blood of 
Christ, shed for 
you.” 
Each person may 
respond: “Amen.”  
 

 

Please be seated  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P:  Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  
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SENDING 
 
SENDING OF THE EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

P:  Gracious God,  

        loving all your family with a mother’s tender care:  

        As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread,  

        assist us in this ministry on which we are sent forth.  

        In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom 

        we bring this sacrament, that through the body and blood of 

        your Son we may all know the comfort of your abiding 

        presence.  

C:  Amen 

 

 

 

  

Communion 
Hymn:  

 
 
 
 
 
Please Stand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sending: God 

blesses us and 

sends us in 

mission to the 

world 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   

C:   Amen 
 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A:  Let us pray,  
       Embodied God, 
       at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
       With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
       empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
       and touch the world with your love. 
C:  Amen 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN            
For the Bread Which You Have Broken ................................... LBW 200 
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Sending Hymn:  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal: We are 
sent back into the 
world to participate 
in Christ’s mission. 
 

DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Serve in love. 
C:  Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE                 
Fugue in e minor ........................................................................ J.S. Bach 
 

SENDING HYMN               I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Service Assistants 9:30 
 

Ushers 
Fred Harbaugh, Pam Eveleth, AnnMarie 

Hohman, Jean Nolan,  
Diana Rooker, Susan Christ 

Lay Assistant Kim Brofee 

Communion Assistant Debbie Day 
Altar Guild Sue Shoemaker, Yvonne Kaiser 

Greeters/Communion Presenters TBA 
Acolyte Jordan Morris 
Cantor Virginia Amme 

Organist Carol Waltz 
Flower Delivery Marilyn Winter 

IN BLESSED MEMORY 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Nelson 
Silverstrim and Doris Webb Silverstrim, on the 78th anniversary of their wedding, March 17, 
1945, by their sons and families. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us.  Jesus said, 

“Whoever welcomes you, welcomes me.”  If you are visiting please make yourself known 

and leave your name & information to a congregation member.  We hope to see you again! 
 

This morning we welcome Janet Stroble, an Authorized Lay Worship Leader (ALWL) of the 

Upper Susquehanna Synod. Janet has received extensive training so as to provide worship 

leadership and preaching, and has been authorized by the bishop of the synod to preside at 

the Eucharist. 
 

Soup Sale is March 25, from 9:00 am – noon.  Please share with us your delicious 
soup recipes and make some soup for the sale.  Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex.  You 
may also call the church office to sign-up also.   
 
 

The Lenten Kids in Mission is Saturday, March 25th, 9 am -12 Noon. Registration forms 
are available in the church office or on our website at www.messiahsouth.org.  
 

Lenten Evening Vespers will be every Wednesday through Lent at 7:00 pm. Janet Stroble, 
ALWL will lead the service, followed by a Bible Study of scripture reflection lead by Carl 
Gee. Hope you can join us! 
 
 

The Sunday School hour has returned to its previous start time of 9:30 am. Hope to see 
you there! 
 

Easter Flower orders are due Sunday, March 26.  Revised forms are available in the 
Narthex or in the church office. 
 

Please join us after worship for our Easter Choir rehearsal.  We will be meeting 
every Sunday after worship for rehearsal. Ages teens and up are welcome to take part!  
 

 
 

http://www.messiahsouth.org/
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2 

 

What? Or Why? 

What do we believe? Our Lutheran heritage is rooted in theological debate, and such 
conversations have always been a part of our tradition. Disagreements about 
theological propositions and biblical interpretations have led to split after split 
among Lutheran church bodies and congregations. At the same time, our theological 
and biblical commitments have led us to seek the unity of the church with mergers 
among Lutheran denominations and with common communion agreements with our 
ecumenical neighbors. In our broader culture it also seems that theology often leads 
the way in conversations about faith. Theological principles from various religious 
communities are used to argue for or against laws, corporate practices, and cultural 
expectations. 

In today’s gospel story we find something different leading the way: the blind man’s 
experience of the healing power of Jesus. This experience is at odds with the 
theological thought of the religious leaders. The narrative reads like a trial, one in 
which the primary witness is hostile to the line of questioning from the prosecution. 
The conversations the leaders have with the man and his parents are a mess of 
misunderstanding that leads to insult and accusation. They are talking about 
theology; he and his parents are talking about experience. No one is there to 
translate between the two. 

Why do you believe? Our understandings of God are certainly shaped by the 
communities of which we have been a part and theologies we have learned. Yet, 
God’s grace is not something we logic our way through; it is something we 
experience. The early church debated all sorts of theological positions, but their 
witness was grounded in their experience of death and resurrection. What we 
believe is important, but as we step into each day as witnesses of God’s love for the 
world, why we believe may be the most hope-filled message we have to share. 
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