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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of
friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s
gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the
essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality
of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true
friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian
community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.

GATHERING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

(P):
[CH

(P):

(C ]

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and
for his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus
Christ he gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on
them the Holy Spirit.

Amen

Kneel

(P):
(C]

Most Merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in your will and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name.

Amen
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(P): Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his son to die for us and,
for His sake, forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, [ therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father, of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
[@: Amen
GATHERING HYMN
In Christ There Is No East or West.........c.omssssssssssssssns LBW 359

APOSTOLIC GREETING

(P): Alleluia! Christ is risen!

[@: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

(P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

¥: And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu ia.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

(P): Let us pray.
0 God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you
above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we
can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

[@: Amen.
Sit

WORD

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes
upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter
commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

(Al: A Reading from Acts:

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who
heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with
Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been
poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking
in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone
withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received
the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to
stay for several days.

(Al: The word of the Lord.
[@: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 98

The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it.
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Shout with joy to the Lorp, all you lands.

Sung responsively between the cantor and congregation.
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1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory.
20 LORD, you have made | known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations.
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.
4Shout with joy to the LoORD, | all you lands;
lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. R

5Sing to the LORD | with the harp,
with the harp and the I voice of song.

6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn
shout with joy before the | king, the LORD.

’Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it,
the world and those who I dwell therein.

8Let the rivers | clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LoRD, who comes
to | judge the earth.

9The LoRrD will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peo- | ples with equity. R

N
/% make a %\

nolde
before the King.

PSALM 98:6
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SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6

God'’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. Thus
the world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith.

(Al: A Reading from First John:

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of
God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we
know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey
his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, *for
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory
that conquers the world, our faith. "Who is it that conquers the world
but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with
the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the
one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.

(Al: The word of the Lord.
[@: Thanks be to God.

Stand %
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CHE  1John 53, NIV
e
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
[——r—
(D" AN . Tl I\/ | | | T | | |
o 1] T | | |l 1) | | | P |
J . —_— T —_— .
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia
Nyt N p—

(D" 4. ITh Ul I\/ | [ . . [ . | | | | 1 |
@ o 1] T - | T 1] | - i I
»] ¢ Y —_— T | G——

Al - e - Tu - ia, al - le - Tu - ia.

Cantor: Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.
[¥: Repeat the Alleluias
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GOSPEL: John 15:9-17

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days
ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another.

(P:: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
[@: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: 2“As the Father has loved me, so [ have loved you; abide in
my love. 19If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love,
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his
love. 111 have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be complete.

12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life
for one’s friends. 1#You are my friends if you do what [ command
you. 151 do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does
not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends,
because | have made known to you everything that [ have heard from
my Father. 1¢You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed
you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give
you whatever you ask him in my name. 7] am giving you these
commands so that you may love one another.”

(Pl The Gospel of the Lord.
[@: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit

SERMON ...cuiiuiiniinreneenernseenseassenssenssesssesssesssssssens Janet Stroble, ALWL
Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY

Come Down, O LOVe DIVINE..........ccoeeerrserssersssrssssssssssssssssssssssssssseas LBW 508
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son
he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A brief silence is held after the introduction.
(P: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us
pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

After each petition:
(P): God of grace,
[@: hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

(P): Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our
resurrected and living Lord.

@: Amen

PEACE

(P): The peace of Christ be with you always.
[@: And also with you.

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Peace be with you. R: Peace be with you
Sit

MEAL

OFFERING
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared.

ANTHEM
Until He COMES AGQAIN ...uccvsvnsnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns David Lantz

Stand

OFFERTORY
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung

@: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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OFFERING PRAYER
(A): Let us pray:
[¥: Risen One,
you call us to believe and bear fruit.
May the gifts that we offer here
be signs of your abiding love.
Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.

Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal lamb who
gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so with Mary Magdalene and Peter,
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

10
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

(P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.

[@: Amen.

11
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

(P): The risen Christ is made known to us
in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God’s table.

¥: Thanks be to God.

0 u . . .
p7A . TYN— T f f —t— T P— . N ;
e 77
\j/ - bt & - [7) =| .I "’i t
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
0y . . . .
s — < ——— | — 1 T
IT 1t a} - P ) i—_\'—cI e J P /) <
us. Lamb of God, vyou take a-way the sin of the world; have
0« . . .
) A 1T | | | N | | |
7
A\av i - el 7 [ _—" i i i i i
») T So— T T T T
0 u . ,
p AT | | | | N | | | [N | !
1 f i T o i I 4 i f T
(710 e [ = [/) & [7X0 r. & ] |
| - - 7 o O
J I T ~—~ o
sin of the world, grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Sit
COMMUNION

All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing. Please
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they
say these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen

12



Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.

Music: JESUS LOVES ME, William B. Bradbury, 18161868

13

Messiah Lutheran Church May 1, 2024
COMMUNION HYMN Jesus Loves Me!
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Stand

(P:: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
@: Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

(Al: Let us pray:

(Al: Shepherding God,
you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.
Send us forth from this banquet
to proclaim your goodness
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

¥: Amen

SENDING

BLESSING
(P): Alleluia! Christ is risen!
[¥: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

(P): The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,
and the Spirit of Easter hope
+ bless you now and always.
¥: Amen

SENDING HYMN
Christ is Alive! Let CRriStians Sing ... LBW 363

DISMISSAL
(A]: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
[¥: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

14



SERVICE ASSISTANTS
Ushers: Mike Larson, Brian Bair, Mike Gardner, Bill Reasner, Sally Congdon;
Lay Assistant: Kim Brofee; Communion Assistant: Candy Watkins; Acolyte:
Jordan Morris; Altar Guild: Rita Strickler, Betty Fenstermacher;
Greeters/Communion Presenters: Paul and Georgie Ulrich; Cantor: Virginia
Amme; Flower Delivery: Paul Weaver

IN BLESSED MEMORY
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
George, Annamary, Susan and David Hutchinson by the Hutchinson and
Nancarrow families.
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
our sister Carol Riley’s 67th birthday on May 10th, by her sisters Emily
Bausinger and Connie Hess.

The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in honor of Shirley
Fullmer’s 90t birthdav. bv her familv.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If
you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name &
information to a congregation member. We hope to see you again.
This morning we welcome Janet Stroble, an Authorized Lay Worship
Leader (ALWL) of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Janet has received
extensive training so as to provide worship leadership and preaching, and has
been authorized by the bishop of the synod to preside at the Eucharist.

Please join us on Wednesday evenings for Bible Study and fellowship
at7:00 p.m.

Sunday, May 12, will be Church Music Sunday. We will be celebrating the
gift of church music with extra hymns, anthems and a selection with bells. If
you enjoy singing, you are invited to add your voice for a special anthem.
There will be a short rehearsal after church this morning to rehearse. Please
join us. This morning the ushers will be handing out papers to you, so that
you may tell us some of your favorite hymns. We then will choose some of
those hymns and include them in worship the next Sunday. Please place
your slip in the offering plate.

Save the date! Vacation Bible School this year will be June 17t through
June 21st. Adult and Teen volunteers are needed so please contact me if you
are able to help out. We are very appreciative of the time and effort you
provide. More details to follow!!! GRADES 4 - 12: As we usually do, the 4th -
6th grade VBS kids will be stringing Lutheran World Relief back packs and
we could use your hands!! Grades 7-12, who aren't helping with VBS, are
also invited to join us any time you are able.
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The Unconditional Love of Disciple-Friends

Friend requests are a common feature of Facebook and similar
digital platforms. When it comes to social media, “friends” are just
a click away. But there is no automatic guarantee of accountability,
warmth, relationship, or true belonging in a virtual community. In
stark contrast, Jesus invites the disciples to become part of a
community where selfless, sacrificial, unconditional agape love is
the core criterion. The kingdom, or “kin-dom,” of God is present
wherever God’s people are affirmed as children of God and
siblings in Christ. But Jesus gives his disciples an additional
identity: that of “friends.”

In the new status Jesus confers on his disciples, the single most
important criterion is love, including the readiness to lay down
one’s life for another. Jesus has just taught this lesson by example
when he washed the feet of his disciples, including Judas Iscariot.
The new commandment to love one another as Jesus loved us
summarizes the whole of the gospel mandate. It is not an easy
commandment by any human standards, but it is possible because
Jesus himself showed us the way and forgives us when we fall
short. The status of “disciple-friends” is not a request for the
church, but a faith mandate.

How can we live as disciple-friends of Jesus in this world? When
we believe, trust, obey, and follow the word, and the new
commandment Jesus gave his disciples, a real new community is
born. When we learn to embrace the other—those who are
marginalized and “othered”—we partner with God in enabling the
image of God to blossom to its fullest.
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