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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its mistreatment of the poor, he
becomes a threat to the power of the priests and the king. John the Baptist also speaks
truth to power, and Herod has him killed. In Herod’s fear that Jesus is John returned from
the dead, we may hear hope for the oppressed: all the prophets killed through the ages
are alive in Jesus. We are called to witness to justice in company with them, and to
proclaim God’s saving love.

GATHERING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

Stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

(P): Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
the God of manna,
the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.

¥: Amen.

(P): Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.

Kneel

(P): God, our provider,

[@: help us.
Itis hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your
ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we
live. We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in
you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us
again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of
eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

(P: Beloved people of God:
in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, *F the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
¥: Amen.
Stand
GATHERING HYMN
O Holy SPIrit, ENLET IN .. sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasassssssess LBW 459
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

(P): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

[¥: And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

(P): Let us pray.
0 God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that
we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

¥: Amen.

Sit

WORD
FIRST READING: Amos 7:7-15

Amos is not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he is an ordinary farmer from
Judah (the southern kingdom) called by God to speak to Israel (the northern kingdom). God’s word of
Jjudgment through Amos conflicts with the king’s court prophet Amaziah, whom Amos encounters at Bethel.

(A: A Reading from Amos:

7This is what the Lord GoD showed me: the Lord was standing beside a
wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And
the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.”
Then the Lord said,
“See, | am setting a plumb line

in the midst of my people Israel;

[ will never again pass them by;

the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,

and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,

and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”

10Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel,
saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house
of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. 1'For thus Amos has
said,
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‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
and Israel must go into exile
away from his land.””
12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah,
earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 13but never again prophesy
at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.”
14Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s
son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, 5and
the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go,
prophesy to my people Israel.”

(A: The word of the Lord.
[¥8: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 85:8-13

The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it.
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8[ will listen to what the LORD | God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn
their | hearts to you.

9Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell | in our land. R

10Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;

righteousness and peace have | kissed each other.
11Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth,

and righteousness shall look | down from heaven.
12The LoRrD will indeed | grant prosperity,

and our land will I yield its increase.
13Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD

and shall prepare for | God a pathway. R



Messiah Lutheran Church

July 14,2024

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are united in Christ.
Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God'’s children and have been promised eternal salvation.

(A: A Reading from Ephesians:

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as
he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless before him in love. SHe destined us for adoption as his
children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his

will, ¢to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in
the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight °he has made known to us
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in
Christ, 19as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained
an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him
who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that
we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise
of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 1this is the pledge of our inheritance
toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

(Al: The word of the Lord.
[¥8: Thanks be to God.

Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Cantor:

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes | of our
hearts,* that we may know the hope to which I God has called us.

[@: Repeat the Alleluias
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GOSPEL: Mark 6:14-39

As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of John the Baptist’s martyrdom.
Like John, Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the hands of those opposed to the gospel of salvation.

(P): The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.
[@: Glory to you, O Lord.

14King Herod heard of the disciples’ preaching, for Jesus’ name had
become known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised
from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in
him.” 15But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like
one of the prophets of old.” 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John,
whom I beheaded, has been raised.”

17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him,
and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife,
because Herod had married her. 18For John had been telling Herod, “It is
not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias had a
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 2°for
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and
he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet
he liked to listen to him. 21But an opportunity came when Herod on his
birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders
of Galilee. 22When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she
pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for
whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 23And he solemnly swore to her,
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24She
went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied,
“The head of John the baptizer.” 25Immediately she rushed back to the
king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the
Baptist on a platter.” 26The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for
his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 2?Immediately
the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He
went and beheaded him in the prison, 28brought his head on a platter,
and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 22When his
disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a
tomb.

(P:: The Gospel of the Lord.
[@: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON.....coiiiiiiiiiiiinininiiinininiiiis Ray Huff, ALWL
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Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY
Lead On, O King Eernal! ... ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns LBW 495

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A brief silence is held after the introduction.

(P): One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit,
we join our voices in prayer.

After each petition:

(P: In your mercy,

[@: hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

(Pl Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we
commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one
who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior and
Lord.

[@: Amen




Messiah Lutheran Church July 14, 2024
PEACE

(P): The peace of Christ be with you always.

[@: And also with you.

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Peace be with you. R: Peace be with you

Sit
MEAL
OFFERING

The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared.

ANTHEM Goodness of God
Soloist - Virginia Amme
Guitar - Owen Sherman

Stand

OFFERTORY
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung
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OFFERING PRAYER
(Al: Let us pray:
[@: Jesus, Bread of life,
you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

N —
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

[§

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
(P): Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

ho)

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,

that all those who believe in him should not perish,

but have eternal life.

We give thanks to you

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith

as he comes to us in his holy supper.

: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
: In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

11
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LORD'’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

(P): Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!
[@: Thanks be to God.
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Sit

COMMUNION

All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing. Please
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they

say these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. The communicant may say: Amen

COMMUNION HYMN
Faith of Our Fathers LBW 500

Stand

(Pl: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

3: Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
(Al: Let us pray:

Jesus, Bread of life,
we have received from your table
more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.
¥3: Amen

SENDING
BLESSING
(P): The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
*+ be upon you now and forever.
3: Amen

13



Messiah Lutheran Church July 14, 2024
SENDING HYMN Let Streams of Living Justice
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1 Let streams of liv-ing jus - tice flow down up - on the earth;
2 For heal - ing of the na - tions, for peacethat will not end,
3 Your ci - ty’sbuilt to mu - sic; we are the stones you seek;
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Weave our var - ied gifts to- geth - er; knit our lives as they are spun;
Our faith we find in ser - vice, our hope in oth - ers’ dreams,
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the mourn-ers long for laugh - ter, the  blind-ed seek for sight.

on your loom of time en - roll us till our thread of life is run.

our love in hand of neigh - bor; our  home-land bright-ly gleams.
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Make lib - er -ty a bea - con, strike down the i - ron pow'r;
O great weav - er of our fab - ric, bind church and world in one;
In - scribe our hearts with jus - tice; your way—the path un - tried;
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a - bol - ish an-cient ven-geance: pro - claim your peo-ple’s hour.

dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.
your truth—the heart of strang-er;  your life—the Cru -ci - fied.

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1989 William Whitla.

DISMISSAL
(Al: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
[@: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



SERVICE ASSISTANTS
Ushers: Fred Harbaugh, AnnMarie Hohman, Jean Nolan, Diana Rooker,
Susan Christ; Lay Assistant: Dave Bausinger; Communion Assistant: Fred
Harbaugh; Acolyte: Weston Sherman; Altar Guild: Rita Strickler, Betty
Fenstermacher; Greeters/Communion Presenters: Dan and Kathy Rasdorf;
Cantor: Virginia Amme; Flower Delivery: Marilyn Winter

IN BLESSED MEMORY
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Gary and Hali Fullmer by their family.
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Carl E. Fenstermacher on the fourth anniversary of his passing on July 6t, by
his wife and family.
The Sanctuary Lamp burns in loving memory of Nan Porter.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If
you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name &
information to a congregation member. We hope to see you again.

This morning we welcome Ray Huff, an Authorized Lay Worship Leader
(ALWL) of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Ray has received extensive
training so as to provide worship leadership and preaching, and has been
authorized by the bishop of the synod to preside at the Eucharist.

Eucharistic Ministers will be sent out Sunday, July 21st. Please let the
office know if you are not available to take communion. If anyone is
homebound, can’t get to church and would like to receive Communion
please notify the church office at 570-326-9171.

)«

Knot-A-Sack Event - because it’s “not” a sack until it’s “knotted!”

Come and join us for our “Knotty Party” on any of the following
Wednesdays in July: July 17 ~ July 24 ~ 9-11 a.m. Light refreshments
will be offered. If you would like to help out but do not feel that you can
manage the knots, please come anyway ... we can put you to work
checking the knots, counting and stacking the finished packs neatly on the
cart. Many hands make light work!

Thank you again to all those who donated and helped with our Pack the
Pantry Challenge. We totaled 942 food items. This is awesome, thank you
so much.
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Risk-taking Witness

What makes a good leader? Confidence, compassion, or courage?
Popularity and prestige? A quick Google search offers no shortage of
books, articles, and classes on leadership. And it’s no wonder:
organizations, communities, and entire governments depend on the
abilities of those who step into decision-making roles. A good leader can
inspire the masses and impact the world in profoundly positive ways,
while a corrupt leader can cause entire systems to crumble, resulting in
devastation for individuals and communities alike.

[t turns out these concepts are not new. Scripture has much to say about
the qualities of leaders and the consequences of their decisions. The
Bible offers several stories of faithful leaders: those who think about
what is best for the whole community, particularly the people who are
most vulnerable. These kinds of leaders follow God’s call at great
personal risk. John the Baptist is just one example.

Meanwhile, corrupt leaders are most concerned with self-preservation.
They are governed by fear and greed, easily threatened by those on the
margins. Herod finds himself in this position. While he may have been
intrigued by John, saving his own reputation mattered more to him than
John’s life. The result is nothing short of horrific, culminating with an
innocent man'’s head on a platter.

Our world is full of leaders who wield their power for their own benefit.
But the good news is, God continues to call faithful leaders who pave the
way with risk-taking, truth-telling witness. This type of leadership is not
easy, and the personal risk is great. John'’s story illustrates this in
alarming ways. And yet, John'’s story is not defined by his death—in
Christ, his prophetic words and deeds echo through the ages. His impact
lives on, calling us to the humble, compassionate way of Jesus.

So, what kind of leader will you be? And whom will you choose to
follow?
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