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  NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Mark’s gospel makes clear how great is the press of the crowd, with its countless needs to 
be met, on Jesus and his disciples. Yet in today’s gospel Jesus advises his disciples to get 
away and rest, to take care of themselves. Sometimes we think that when others are in 
great need we shouldn’t think of ourselves at all; but Jesus also honors the caregivers’ 
need. We are sent from Christ’s table to care for others and for ourselves. 

GATHERING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE   
My Shepherd will Supply My Need ....................................................Dale Wood 
 

Stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
        the God of manna, 
        the God of miracles, 
        the God of mercy. 
C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
        let us confess our sin. 
 

Kneel 

P:  God, our provider, 
C:  help us. 
       It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your 
       ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we 
       live. We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in 
       you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us 
       again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of 
       eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 
 

P:  Beloved people of God: 
       in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
       you are fed and nourished. 
       By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
       there is always more than enough. 

       Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
       you are shown God’s mercy: 
       you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
C:  Amen. 
Stand 
 

GATHERING HYMN       
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ................................................LBW 499 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
        communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you.  
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE       
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
       O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, 
       faithfully feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole 
       people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son, Jesus 
       Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
Sit 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Jeremiah prophesied before the exile in 587 BCE. In this passage, he uses the metaphor of a shepherd to 
describe the bad kings who have scattered the “flock” of Israel. God promises to gather the flock and to raise 
up a new king from David’s line to save Israel and Judah. 

A:  A Reading from Jeremiah: 
 

                      1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my 
       pasture! says the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 
       concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have 
       scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not 
       attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says 
       the LORD. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the 
       lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, 
       and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over 
       them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be 
       dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 

        5The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for 
       David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and 
       shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will 
       be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he 
       will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
 

A:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 23 
The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it. 

 
 
 
 
 

Sung responsively between the cantor and congregation. 
 

 
 
      

 

 

       1The LORD | is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear 
         no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 
 
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R 
  
SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:11-22 
The author of this letter reminds his audience that originally they were not part of God’s chosen people. 
Through Jesus’ death, however, they are included in God’s household of faith, whose cornerstone is Jesus 
Christ. 

A:  A Reading from Ephesians: 
 

           11Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the 
       uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision”—a physical 
       circumcision made in the flesh by human hands—12remember that you 
       were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 
       Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
       without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were 
       far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he is our 
       peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken 
       down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15He has 
       abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might 
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       create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making 
       peace, 16and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the 
       cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17So he came and 
       proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were 
       near; 18for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the 
       Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 
       citizens with the saints and also members of the household of 
       God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 
       Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the whole structure is 
       joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you 
       also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 
 

A:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

Cantor: My sheep | hear my voice.* I know them, and they | follow me.  

C: Repeat the Alleluias 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
When Jesus sends his disciples out to teach and heal, they minister among large numbers of people. Their 
work is motivated by Christ’s desire to be among those in need. 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

           30The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done 
       and taught. 31He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by 
       yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they 
       had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a 
       deserted place by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and 
       recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and 
       arrived ahead of them. 34As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he 
       had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a 
       shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 
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              53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and 
       moored the boat. 54When they got out of the boat, people at once 
       recognized him, 55and rushed about that whole region and began to bring 
       the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he 
       went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the 
       marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of 
       his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 

Sit 

SERMON ......................................................................... Ray Huff, ALWL 
 

 
Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY         
Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life ...........................................LBW 429 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A brief silence is held after the introduction. 
P:  One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit,  
       we join our voices in prayer. 
 

After each petition: 
P:  In your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 
P:  Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we 
       commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one 
       who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior and 
       Lord. 
C:  Amen 
 

 

PEACE 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
Peace be with you.  R: Peace be with you 

Sit 
 

 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING 
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared. 
 
 

ANTHEM 
I’ve Been Changed ......................................................................... Mosie Lister 
                                                         Soloist/Guitarist - Bob Schweppenheiser 
Stand 

OFFERTORY 
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
A:  Let us pray: 
C:  Jesus, Bread of life, 
       you have set this table with your very self, 
       and called us to the feast of plenty. 
       Gather what has been sown among us, 
       and strengthen us in this meal. 
       Make us to be what we receive here, 
       your body for the life of the world.  
       Amen. 
 

 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 

by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
P:  Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 
       In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 
       that all those who believe in him should not perish, 
       but have eternal life. 
       We give thanks to you 
       for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 
       Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 
       that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 
       as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
C:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, 
       our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
       broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
       Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
       Do this for the remembrance of me.        

       Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
       and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
       This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
       shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
       Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

     Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 
      Give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses,  

     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  

      For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
      forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:  Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 

C:  Thanks be to God.  
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Sit 

COMMUNION 
All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing.  Please 
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they 
say these words to each communicant:  

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. The communicant may say: Amen 
 
 

 
 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN            Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us 
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Stand 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
      keep you in his grace.   
C:   Amen.  
 

 
 



Messiah Lutheran Church                                                            July 21, 2024 

14 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A:  Let us pray: 
 

     Jesus, Bread of life, 
       we have received from your table 
       more than we could ever ask. 
       As you have nourished us in this meal, 
       now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
       In your name we pray. 
C:  Amen 

 

SENDING 
 

SENDING OF THE EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

P:  Gracious God,  

       loving all your family with a mother’s tender care:  

       As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread,  

       assist us in this ministry on which we are sent forth.  

       In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom 

       we bring this sacrament, that through the body and blood of 

       your Son we may all know the comfort of your abiding 

       presence.  

C:  Amen 
 

BLESSING 
P:  The blessing of God, 
       who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

      ☩ be upon you now and forever. 

C:  Amen 
 
 

SENDING HYMN          
The Church’s One Foundation ........................................... LBE 369 
 

DISMISSAL 
A:  Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE 

A Trumpet Fanfare ..................................................... Gilbert M. Martin 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In the presence of our Lord 
As we start our Sabbath Day, 

Some people choose a place to sit 
And then begin to pray 

And others choose to read a hymn 
And others read a Psalm 

Preparing heart and mind and soul 
In Worshipful, peaceful calm. 

 

We certainly like to greet each other 
And share our thoughts and news, 

But maybe we could be more mindful 
Of those who are in the pews. 

 

We could use our smaller voices 
Before our worship starts 

Maintaining a reverent quiet 
That speaks to our souls and hearts. 

 

We need your help to lower the level 
As we enter God’s holy house. 

We could all just talk in whispers. 
Be as quiet as a mouse. 

 

                                                                        Author Unknown 

 



IN BLESSED MEMORY 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
William F. Gilbert Sr. by his wife Suzanne and family. 
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SERVICE ASSISTANTS 

Ushers: Fred Harbaugh, AnnMarie Hohman, Jean Nolan, Diana Rooker,  
Susan Christ; Lay Assistant: Kim Brofee; Communion Assistant: Mary 
Schultz; Acolyte: Brennen Hess; Altar Guild: Marie Welter, April Gardner; 
Greeters/Communion Presenters: Don and Mary Ellen Rosenbaum;  
Cantor: Bob Schweppenheiser; Flower Delivery: Jody Fullmer 
Guest Organist: Carol Waltz 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If 
you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name & 
information to a congregation member.  We hope to see you again. 
 
 

This morning we welcome, Ray Huff an Authorized Lay Worship Leader 
(ALWL) of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Ray has received extensive 

training so as to provide worship leadership and preaching, and has been 

authorized by the bishop of the synod to preside at the Eucharist. 
 

Eucharistic Ministers will be sent out this morning. 
 

The Nominating Committee will be meeting at the end of the July 
and is looking to fill four vacant council spots. Please consider 
becoming a member of council. For more information, please contact 
Susan Christ, Sherri Holtzman or Larry Solomon. 
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Risk-taking Witness 

What makes a good leader? Confidence, compassion, or courage? 
Popularity and prestige? A quick Google search offers no shortage of 
books, articles, and classes on leadership. And it’s no wonder: 
organizations, communities, and entire governments depend on the 
abilities of those who step into decision-making roles. A good leader can 
inspire the masses and impact the world in profoundly positive ways, 
while a corrupt leader can cause entire systems to crumble, resulting in 
devastation for individuals and communities alike. 

It turns out these concepts are not new. Scripture has much to say about 
the qualities of leaders and the consequences of their decisions. The 
Bible offers several stories of faithful leaders: those who think about 
what is best for the whole community, particularly the people who are 
most vulnerable. These kinds of leaders follow God’s call at great 
personal risk. John the Baptist is just one example. 

Meanwhile, corrupt leaders are most concerned with self-preservation. 
They are governed by fear and greed, easily threatened by those on the 
margins. Herod finds himself in this position. While he may have been 
intrigued by John, saving his own reputation mattered more to him than 
John’s life. The result is nothing short of horrific, culminating with an 
innocent man’s head on a platter. 

Our world is full of leaders who wield their power for their own benefit. 
But the good news is, God continues to call faithful leaders who pave the 
way with risk-taking, truth-telling witness. This type of leadership is not 
easy, and the personal risk is great. John’s story illustrates this in 
alarming ways. And yet, John’s story is not defined by his death—in 
Christ, his prophetic words and deeds echo through the ages. His impact 
lives on, calling us to the humble, compassionate way of Jesus. 

So, what kind of leader will you be? And whom will you choose to 
follow? 
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