
 1 

Messiah Lutheran Church 2 

GATHER, EMPOWER, SERVE 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

T Holy Communion T 19 

 First Sunday of Advent 20 

December 1, 2024 21 

 22 



Messiah Lutheran Church                                                   December 1, 2024 

2 
 

  FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  23 
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great 24 
expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts 25 
appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to 26 
spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with 27 
all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of 28 
Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, 29 
a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word and supper. 30 

GATHERING 31 
PRELUDE   32 
Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding! ................................... Benjamin McCalli 33 
 34 
Stand 35 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  36 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 37 
       alive in the world, 38 
       reviving creation, 39 
       arriving soon. 40 
C:  Amen. 41 
 42 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 43 
 44 
Kneel  45 
P:  God of mercy, 46 
C:  we confess that we have sinned. 47 
       We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 48 
       We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 49 
 50 
P:  God of might, 51 
C:  we confess that we have sinned. 52 
       We have turned away from our neighbors. 53 
       We have trusted false promises. 54 
 55 
P:  God in our midst, 56 
C:  we confess that we have sinned. 57 
       We plead: come to us. 58 
       Bring your mercy to birth in us. 59 
 60 
P: A righteous branch springs forth: 61 
       it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, 62 
       in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. 63 
       By the power of the Holy Spirit, 64 
       receive the grace and forgiveness of God 65 

       through ☩ Christ Jesus, 66 
       whose day draws near. 67 
C:  Amen. 68 
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Stand 69 
GATHERING HYMN        Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding! 70 
 71 
 72 

 73 

 74 

 75 

 76 

 77 

 78 

 79 

 80 

 81 

 82 

 83 

 84 

 85 

 86 

 87 

 88 

 89 

 90 

 91 

 92 

 93 

 94 

 95 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 96 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 97 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 98 
C: And also with you. 99 
 100 
 101 
 102 
 103 
 104 
 105 
 106 
 107 
 108 
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 109 
KYRIE  110 
 111 

 112 

 113 
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 148 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 149 
P:  Let us pray. 150 
        Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 151 
       alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your 152 
       life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 153 
       one God, now and forever. 154 
C:  Amen 155 
 156 
Sit 157 
LIGHTING OF THE WREATH 158 
 159 
A:  We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown 160 

        that marks our days of preparation for Christ's advent. 161 

        As we light the first candle on this wreath, 162 

        rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord 163 

        when he comes with all the saints and angels. 164 

        Enlighten us with your grace, 165 

        and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. 166 

        Grant this through Christ our Lord, 167 

        whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 168 

C:   Amen 169 

ADVENT CHORAL VERSE   170 
As the first candle is lit, the choir recites the first verse. 171 

 172 
WORD 173 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16 174 
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts righteously 175 
both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—176 
“The LORD is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel. 177 
A:  A Reading from Jeremiah: 178 
 179 
                     14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the 180 
       promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those 181 
       days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 182 
       David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In 183 
       those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this 184 
       is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 185 
 186 
A:  The word of the Lord. 187 
C:  Thanks be to God.  188 
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 189 
PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10 190 
The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it. 191 
 192 
 193 
 194 
 195 
 196 
Sung responsively between the cantor and congregation. 197 
 198 
 199 
 200        

 201 
      202 
       1 To | you, O LORD, 203 
  I lift | up my soul. 204 
 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 205 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 206 
 3 Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 207 
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 208 
 4 Show me your | ways, O LORD, 209 
  and teach | me your paths. R 210 
 211 
 5 Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 212 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day 213 
         long. 214 
 6 Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 215 
  for they are from | everlasting. R 216 
 217 
 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 218 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your 219 
         good- | ness, O LORD. 220 
 8 You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 221 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 222 
 9 You lead the low- | ly in justice 223 
  and teach the low- | ly your way. 224 
 10 All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness 225 
         to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies. R 226 
 227 
 228 
 229 
 230 
 231 
 232 
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SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 233 
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them. In 234 
this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing 235 
church. 236 

 A:  A Reading from First Thessalonians: 237 
 238 
                     9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that 239 
       we feel before our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most 240 
       earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is 241 
       lacking in your faith. 242 
         11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our 243 
       way to you. 12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love 244 
       for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13 And may 245 
       he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless 246 
       before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his 247 
       saints. 248 
 249 
A:  The word of the Lord. 250 
C:  Thanks be to God. 251 
 252 
 253 
 254 
 255 
 256 
 257 
 258 
 259 
 260 
Stand 261 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 262 
 263 

  264 

 265 

 266 
 267 
 268 
CANTOR:  Stand up and | raise your heads—your redemption is | drawing near. 269 

C:  Repeat the Alleluias 270 
 271 
 272 

 273 

 274 
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GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36 275 
God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day there 276 
will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and 277 
receive God’s promised redemption. 278 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 279 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 280 
 281 
              Jesus said: 25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 282 
       and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the 283 
       sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what 284 
       is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 285 
       shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with 286 
       power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, 287 
       stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 288 
       near.” 289 
             29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the 290 
       trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and 291 
       know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things 292 
       taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, 293 
       this generation will not pass away until all things have taken 294 
       place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 295 
       away. 296 
             34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with 297 
       dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day 298 
       does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all 299 
       who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying 300 
       that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take 301 
       place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 302 
 303 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord 304 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 305 
 306 
 307 
Sit 308 
SERMON ...........................................................................Janet Stroble, ALWL 309 
 310 
 311 
 312 
 313 
 314 
 315 
 316 
 317 
 318 
 319 
 320 
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Stand 321 
HYMN OF THE DAY        Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying 322 
 323 
 324 
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 327 
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 336 
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 339 

 340 
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 344 
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 348 
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 350 

 351 

 352 

 353 

 354 

 355 

 356 

 357 

 358 
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NICENE CREED 359 

We believe in one God,  360 
 the Father, the Almighty,  361 
 maker of heaven and earth,  362 
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  363 
 364 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  365 
 the only Son of God,  366 
 eternally begotten of the Father,  367 
 God from God, Light from Light,  368 
 true God from true God,  369 
 begotten, not made,  370 
 of one Being with the Father.  371 
 Through him all things were made.  372 
 For us and for our salvation  373 
  he came down from heaven;  374 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit  375 
  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,  376 

                            and was made man.  377 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  378 
  he suffered death and was buried.  379 
  On the third day he rose again  380 
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  381 
  he ascended into heaven  382 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  383 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living  384 
                              and the dead,  385 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 386 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  387 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 388 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  389 
 He has spoken through the prophets.  390 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  391 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  392 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  393 

                            and the life of the world to come. Amen 394 

 395 

 396 

 397 

 398 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 399 
A brief silence is held after the introduction. 400 
P:  As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and 401 
       places that long for God’s presence. 402 
 403 
After each petition: 404 
P:  Lord, in your mercy, 405 
C:  receive our prayer. 406 
 407 
The prayers conclude: 408 
P:  Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of 409 
       our hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ. 410 
C:  Amen 411 
 412 
PEACE 413 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 414 
C:  And also with you. 415 

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord. 416 
Peace be with you.  R: Peace be with you. 417 

Sit 418 
 419 
 420 
 421 
 422 

MEAL 423 
 424 
OFFERING 425 
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared. 426 
 427 
 428 
ANTHEM 429 
Shine, Advent Candle ....................................................Jean Ann Shafferman 430 
 431 
 432 
 433 
Stand 434 
OFFERTORY 435 
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung 436 

 437 

 438 

 439 

 440 

 441 

 442 

 443 
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 444 

 445 

 446 

 447 

 448 

 449 

 450 

OFFERING PRAYER 451 

A:  Let us pray: 452 
 453 
C:  Creator God, 454 
       you made the whole world, 455 
       even the farthest stars, 456 
       and you draw near to feed us. 457 
       We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. 458 
       Strengthen us with this food 459 
       that we may live in expectation 460 
       for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 461 
 462 
C: Amen. 463 

 464 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 465 

 466 

 467 

 468 

 469 

 470 

 471 

 472 

 473 

 474 

 475 
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PREFACE 476 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 477 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 478 

through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted your people with the 479 

promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things 480 

new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And 481 

so, with all the choirs of angels, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 482 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 483 

 484 

 485 

 486 

 487 

 488 

 489 

 490 

 491 

 492 

 493 
 494 
 495 
 496 
 497 
 498 
 499 
 500 
 501 

 502 
 503 
 504 
 505 
 506 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 507 
P:  Holy One, the beginning and the end,  508 

       the giver of life: 509 

       Blessed are you  for the birth of creation. 510 

       Blessed are you  in the darkness and in the light. 511 

       Blessed are you  for your promise to your people. 512 

       Blessed are you  in the prophets' hopes and dreams. 513 

       Blessed are you  for Mary's openness to your will. 514 
       Blessed are you  for your Son Jesus,  515 

       the Word made flesh. 516 
 517 
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       In the night in which he was betrayed, 518 

       our Lord Jesus took bread,  519 

       and gave thanks; broke it,  520 

       and gave it to his disciples,  521 

       saying: Take and eat;  522 

       this is my body, given for you. 523 

       Do this for the remembrance of me. 524 
         525 
       Again, after supper,  526 

       he took the cup, gave thanks, 527 

       and gave it for all to drink, saying:  528 

       This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 529 

       shed for you and for all people  530 

       for the forgiveness of sin. 531 

       Do this for the remembrance of me. 532 
 533 
P:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 534 
C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 535 
 536 
P:  With this bread and cup we remember your Word  537 
       dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 538 
       We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 539 
       We look with hope for his coming. 540 
C:  Come, Lord Jesus. 541 
 542 
P:  Holy God,  543 

       we long for your Spirit. 544 

       Come among us. 545 

       Bless this meal. 546 

       May your Word take flesh in us. 547 

       Awaken your people. 548 

       Fill us with your light. 549 

       Bring the gift of peace on earth. 550 

C:  Come, Holy Spirit. 551 
 552 
P:  All praise and glory are yours,  553 
       Holy One of Israel, 554 
       Word of God incarnate,  555 
       Power of the Most High, 556 
       One God, now and forever. 557 
C:  Amen 558 
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LORD’S PRAYER 559 
     Our Father, who art in heaven, 560 

     hallowed be thy name, 561 
     thy kingdom come, 562 
     thy will be done, 563 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 564 
      Give us this day our daily bread; 565 
      and forgive us our trespasses,  566 

     as we forgive those 567 
     who trespass against us; 568 

      and lead us not into temptation,  569 
     but deliver us from evil.  570 

      For thine is the kingdom, 571 
     and the power, and the glory, 572 
      forever and ever. Amen.  573 
 574 

 575 

 576 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 577 

P:  God feeds us with tender mercy. 578 
       Come to the table. 579 
C:  Thanks be to God.  580 
 581 
 582 
 583 
 584 
 585 
 586 
 587 
 588 
 589 
 590 
 591 
 592 
 593 
 594 
 595 
 596 
 597 
 598 
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Sit 599 
COMMUNION 600 
All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing.  Please 601 
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. 602 
As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:  603 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 604 
The communicant may say: Amen 605 

 606 
 607 
COMMUNION HYMN        Christ be our Light 608 
 609 
 610 
 611 
 612 
 613 
 614 
 615 
 616 
 617 
 618 
 619 
 620 
 621 
 622 
 623 
 624 
 625 
 626 
 627 
 628 
 629 
 630 
 631 
 632 
 633 
 634 
 635 
 636 
 637 
 638 
 639 
 640 
 641 
 642 
 643 
 644 
 645 
 646 
 647 
 648 
 649 
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Stand 650 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 651 
 keep you in his grace.   652 
C:   Amen 653 
 654 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 655 
A:  Let us pray. 656 
       Generous God, 657 
       we thank you for the gift of life, 658 
       for the bread of salvation. 659 
       We thank you for coming among us, 660 
       for leading us into peace. 661 
       We thank you for showering us with mercy, 662 
       for sending us into the world. 663 
       Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us 664 
       as we feed the hungry in your name. 665 
C:  Amen 666 
 667 

SENDING 668 
 669 

 670 
BLESSING 671 

P:  God of endings and beginnings, 672 
       God in the darkness and the light, 673 
       God, our hope for the journey, 674 

      ☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 675 

C:  Amen 676 
 677 
 678 
 679 

 680 

 681 

 682 

 683 

 684 

 685 

 686 

 687 

 688 
 689 

 690 
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SENDING HYMN       Fling Wide the door 691 

 692 
 693 
 694 
 695 
 696 
 697 
 698 
 699 
 700 
 701 
 702 
 703 
 704 
 705 
 706 
 707 
 708 
 709 
 710 
 711 
 712 
 713 
 714 
 715 
 716 
 717 
 718 
 719 
 720 
 721 
 722 
 723 
 724 
 725 
 726 
 727 
POSTLUDE 728 
Wake for Night is Flying ................................ Johann Gottfried Walther 729 
 730 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If 
you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name & 
information to a congregation member.  We hope to see you again. 
 

This morning we welcome Janet Stroble, an Authorized Lay Worship 
Leader (ALWL) of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Sandy has received 
extensive training so as to provide worship leadership and preaching, and 
has been authorized by the bishop of the synod to preside at the 
Eucharist. 
 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held immediately following 
Worship next Sunday, December 8.  Please plan on attending this 
important meeting. 
 

Kids in Mission is this Saturday, December 7, 9:00-12:00. 
 

Please pick-up your annual reports in the back of the Sanctuary along 
with your envelopes. Please let the office know if yours is not there. 
 

Please hand in your Poinsettia order forms by December 9. 
 

Advent Devotionals published by the Lutheran Hour Ministries are on a 
table in the Narthex. 
 

December 15 is our Christmas Dinner, immediately following worship.  
Please sign-up by Sunday, December 8. Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex 
or contact church office. Please give number of attendees. 
         

       (Continues on next 

page) 

SERVICE ASSISTANTS 

Ushers: Charles Luppert, Larry & Donna Britton, Gail O’Brien, Sylvia 
McCarty, Larry Solomon; Lay Assistant: Dave Bausinger; Comm. Asst.: 
Mandy Feinberg Acolyte: Dylan Sherman; Altar Guild: Rita Strickler, Carol 
Winter; Greeters/Communion Presenters: Paul Weaver, Jean Weaver  
Cantor: Virginia Amme; Flower Delivery: Paul Weaver 
Guest Organist: David Reier 

 IN BLESSED MEMORY 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
loved ones. 
 

The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory 
of Nita and Eugene Hamm by their daughter and son-in-law, Debra and 
James Walton. 
 

The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory 
of Andrea’s father, William H. Dennis and David’s mother, Geraldine C. 
Turner by David and Andrea Turner and children. 
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(continued) 

We will decorate the church on Sunday, December 22nd immediately 
following worship. VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! Please sign-up on the 
sheet in the Narthex. Decorating needs are: lights on the tree in the 
Chancel; lights and Crismons on the tree in the East Portico; wreaths, 
garland & other lights hung in the church. Poinsettias will also be put out 
at the same time. 
 

Please support the White Gifts/Christmas Basket Project.   Please 
take an angel from one of the two trees in the narthex, purchase the gifts, 
and return them to Messiah by December 8th. We hand out the White 
Gifts with our Christmas Food Basket. You can help by contributing any of 
the following items and placing in the marked bin in the Narthex. Green 
beans, canned pumpkin, turkey stuffing mix, sugar (5 lb. bag), flour (5 lb. bag). 
Monetary contributions are also needed.  Mark envelopes “Christmas 
Baskets” or “White Gifts” and place it in the offering plate or send to the 
church office. Make checks payable to “Messiah Lutheran Church.”  All 
donations should be received by December 15th. Thank you. 
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Real Worries, Real Hope 

“Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.” With these 
words, often invoked at the table of holy communion, the church 
proclaims “the mystery of faith” (ELW, p. 110). At communion, we 
remember the good story of Jesus’ death and resurrection. But there 
is more! We also look forward to a time yet to be. 

Thoughts of the future can inspire hopefulness for the promise of 
good things to come. Yet looking ahead can also conjure worries 
about what we do not know, or a sense of foreboding about what is 
out of our control. It’s hard not to hear in Jesus’ references to nature a 
warning about the dramatic effects of climate change. We inhabit a 
world in which ordinary signs that used to reliably mark the change 
of seasons are shifting. So when he talks about the trees sprouting 
leaves as a sure sign that summer is near, the image may leave us 
unsettled. In recent times, trees in some places have started budding 
when meteorological spring and summer are still months away. How 
will the trees respond when frost comes again? How is the church to 
respond in times such as these? Will the fig tree bloom on time this 
year? 

Jesus’ parable of the fig tree comes smack-dab in the middle of some 
very disturbing news. Jesus offers an image of hope amid 
circumstances that seem all but hopeless. He talks of new growth 
even while what is old and familiar is passing away. Much like Jesus’ 
parable, the season of Advent invites the church to hold together 
these multiple, seemingly contradictory realities. We are called to rise 
up with courage and hope as we anticipate Jesus coming to us, 
without ignoring the weight of the world or neglecting our very real 
concerns. Jesus gathers us to the table where we remember his death 
but also his resurrection, where we pray for the world and also 

anticipate God’s redemption of all things. 
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