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  THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  23 
Christ’s presence in our midst in the wonder of the holy supper is cause for singing. The 24 
nearness of the God in prayer, in every circumstance, is cause for rejoicing. The coming of 25 
one “more powerful” than John, even with a winnowing fork in hand, is good news—and 26 
cause for exultation—for us who are being saved. Great joy is the tone for the third Sunday 27 
of Advent. 28 

GATHERING 29 
PRELUDE   30 
 31 
Stand 32 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  33 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 34 
       alive in the world, 35 
       reviving creation, 36 
       arriving soon. 37 
C:  Amen. 38 
 39 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 40 
 41 
Kneel  42 
P:  God of mercy, 43 
C:  we confess that we have sinned. 44 
       We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 45 
       We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 46 
 47 
P:  God of might, 48 
C:  we confess that we have sinned. 49 
       We have turned away from our neighbors. 50 
       We have trusted false promises. 51 
 52 
P:  God in our midst, 53 
C:  we confess that we have sinned. 54 
       We plead: come to us. 55 
       Bring your mercy to birth in us. 56 
 57 
P: A righteous branch springs forth: 58 
       it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, 59 
       in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. 60 
       By the power of the Holy Spirit, 61 
       receive the grace and forgiveness of God 62 

       through ☩ Christ Jesus, 63 
       whose day draws near. 64 
C:  Amen. 65 
 66 
Stand 67 
 68 

 69 
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GATHERING HYMN        Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 70 

 71 

 72 

 73 

 74 

 75 

 76 

 77 

 78 

 79 

 80 
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 87 
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 90 
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 92 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 107 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 108 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 109 
C: And also with you 110 
 111 
KYRIE  112 
 113 

 114 

 115 

 116 

 117 

 118 

 119 

 120 

 121 

 122 

 123 

 124 

 125 

 126 

 127 

 128 

 129 
 130 
 131 
 132 
 133 
 134 
 135 
 136 
 137 
 138 
 139 
 140 
 141 
 142 
 143 
 144 
 145 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 146 
P:  Let us pray. 147 
       Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to 148 
       the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring 149 
       forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 150 
       who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 151 
       forever. 152 
C:  Amen 153 
 154 
Sit 155 
LIGHTING OF THE WREATH 156 
 157 
A:  We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown 158 

        that marks our days of preparation for Christ's advent. 159 

        As we light the third candle on this wreath, 160 

        rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord 161 

        when he comes with all the saints and angels. 162 

        Enlighten us with your grace, 163 

        and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. 164 

        Grant this through Christ our Lord, 165 

        whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 166 

C:   Amen 167 

ADVENT CHORAL VERSE   168 
As the third candle is lit, the choir sings the Advent verse. 169 

 170 

 171 
 172 
 173 
 174 
 175 
 176 
 177 
 178 
 179 
 180 
 181 
 182 
 183 
 184 
 185 
 186 
 187 
 188 
 189 
 190 
 191 
 192 
 193 
 194 
 195 
 196 
 197 
 198 
 199 
 200 
 201 
 202 
 203 
 204 
 205 
 206 
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WORD 207 

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 3:14-20 208 
The prophet Zephaniah’s message is mostly one of judgment for sin. This reading, however, which comes 209 
from the conclusion of the book, prophesies joy for Judah and Jerusalem. Judgment has led to repentance, 210 
and God’s salvation is at hand. 211 
A:  A Reading from Zephaniah: 212 
 213 
 214 
          14 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 215 
  shout, O Israel! 216 
   Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 217 
  O daughter Jerusalem! 218 
   15 The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, 219 
  he has turned away your enemies. 220 
   The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 221 
  you shall fear disaster no more. 222 
   16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 223 
   Do not fear, O Zion; 224 
  do not let your hands grow weak. 225 
   17 The LORD, your God, is in your midst, 226 
  a warrior who gives victory; 227 
   he will rejoice over you with gladness, 228 
  he will renew you in his love; 229 
   he will exult over you with loud singing 230 
  18 as on a day of festival. 231 
   I will remove disaster from you, 232 
  so that you will not bear reproach for it. 233 
   19 I will deal with all your oppressors 234 
  at that time. 235 
   And I will save the lame 236 
  and gather the outcast, 237 
   and I will change their shame into praise 238 
  and renown in all the earth. 239 
   20 At that time I will bring you home, 240 
  at the time when I gather you; 241 
   for I will make you renowned and praised 242 
  among all the peoples of the earth, 243 
   when I restore your fortunes 244 
  before your eyes, says the LORD. 245 
 246 
A:  The word of the Lord. 247 
C:  Thanks be to God.  248 
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Advent Response: Isaiah 2:1-6 249 
The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it. 250 
 251 
 252 
 253 
 254 
 255 
Sung responsively between the cantor and congregation. 256 
 257 
 258 
 259 
        260 
       2 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not | be afraid, 261 
       for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, and has become | my 262 
              salvation. 263 
    3 With joy you | will draw water 264 
       from the wells | of salvation. R 265 
 266 
    4 And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call | on God’s 267 
              name; 268 
  make known the deeds of the LORD among the nations; proclaim that  269 
               this name | is exalted. 270 
    5 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done | gloriously; 271 
        let this be known in | all the earth. 272 
     6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O | royal Zion, 273 
        for great in your midst is the Holy | One of Israel. R 274 
 275 
SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-7 276 
Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he urges his friends in 277 
Philippi to trust God with all their worries and concerns with the hope that they will experience God’s joy 278 
and peace. 279 

 A:  A Reading from Philippians: 280 

                      4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your 281 
       gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about 282 
       anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 283 
       let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 284 
       surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 285 
       Christ Jesus. 286 
 287 
A:  The word of the Lord. 288 
C:  Thanks be to God. 289 
 290 
 291 
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Stand 292 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 293 

 294 

  295 

 296 

 297 
 298 
 299 
CANTOR:  I am sending my messen- | ger before you, who will prepare 300 

                    your | way before you. 301 

C:  Repeat the Alleluias 302 
 303 
 304 
GOSPEL: Luke 3:7-18 305 
John the Baptist heralds the mighty one who is coming. John teaches that preparation for God’s reign is not a 306 
matter of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical generosity, and vocational integrity. 307 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 308 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 309 
 310 
            7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You 311 
       brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear 312 
       fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 313 
       Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 314 
       raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 315 
       trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 316 
       thrown into the fire.” 317 
   10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he 318 
       said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has 319 
       none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors 320 
       came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we 321 
       do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for 322 
       you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to 323 
       them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, 324 
       and be satisfied with your wages.” 325 
    15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 326 
       their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John 327 
       answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is 328 
       more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 329 
       sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His 330 
       winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather 331 
       332 
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        the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 333 
       fire.” 18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news 334 
       to the people. 335 
 336 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord 337 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 338 
 339 
Sit 340 
SERMON ............................................................................................ Pastor Amme 341 
 342 
 343 
Stand 344 
HYMN OF THE DAY        Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 345 

 346 
 347 

 348 

 349 

 350 

 351 

 352 

 353 

 354 

 355 

 356 

 357 

 358 

 359 

 360 

 361 

 362 

 363 

 364 

 365 

 366 

 367 

 368 

 369 

 370 

 371 

 372 
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NICENE CREED 373 

We believe in one God,  374 
 the Father, the Almighty,  375 
 maker of heaven and earth,  376 
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  377 
 378 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  379 
 the only Son of God,  380 
 eternally begotten of the Father,  381 
 God from God, Light from Light,  382 
 true God from true God,  383 
 begotten, not made,  384 
 of one Being with the Father.  385 
 Through him all things were made.  386 
 For us and for our salvation  387 
  he came down from heaven;  388 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit  389 
  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,  390 

                            and was made man.  391 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  392 
  he suffered death and was buried.  393 
  On the third day he rose again  394 
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  395 
  he ascended into heaven  396 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  397 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living  398 
                              and the dead,  399 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 400 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  401 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 402 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  403 
 He has spoken through the prophets.  404 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  405 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  406 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  407 

                            and the life of the world to come. Amen 408 

 409 

 410 

 411 

 412 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 413 
A brief silence is held after the introduction. 414 
P:  As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and 415 
       places that long for God’s presence. 416 
 417 
After each petition: 418 
P:  Lord, in your mercy, 419 
C:  receive our prayer. 420 
 421 
The prayers conclude: 422 
P:  Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of 423 
       our hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ. 424 
C:  Amen 425 
 426 
 427 
PEACE 428 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 429 
C:  And also with you. 430 

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord. 431 
Peace be with you.  R: Peace be with you. 432 

Sit 433 
 434 
 435 

MEAL 436 
 437 
OFFERING 438 
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared. 439 
 440 
 441 
ANTHEM 442 
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus ........................................... Carl J. Nygard, Jr. 443 
 444 
 445 
Stand 446 
OFFERTORY 447 
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung 448 

 449 

 450 

 451 

 452 

 453 

 454 

 455 
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 456 

 457 

 458 

 459 

 460 

 461 

 462 

OFFERING PRAYER 463 

A:  Let us pray: 464 
 465 
C:  Creator God, 466 
       you made the whole world, 467 
       even the farthest stars, 468 
       and you draw near to feed us. 469 
       We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. 470 
       Strengthen us with this food 471 
       that we may live in expectation 472 
       for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 473 
       Amen. 474 

 475 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 476 

 477 

 478 

 479 

 480 

 481 

 482 

 483 

 484 

 485 

 486 

 487 
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PREFACE 488 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 489 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 490 
Jesus Christ.  You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 491 
through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to 492 
judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 493 
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 494 
unending hymn: 495 
 496 

 497 

 498 

 499 

 500 

 501 

 502 

 503 

 504 

 505 

 506 
 507 
 508 
 509 
 510 
 511 
 512 
 513 
 514 
 515 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 516 
P:  Holy One, the beginning and the end,  517 
       the giver of life: 518 

       Blessed are you  for the birth of creation. 519 

       Blessed are you  in the darkness and in the light. 520 

       Blessed are you  for your promise to your people. 521 

       Blessed are you  in the prophets' hopes and dreams. 522 

       Blessed are you  for Mary's openness to your will. 523 

       Blessed are you  for your Son Jesus,  the Word made flesh. 524 
 525 
       In the night in which he was betrayed, 526 

       our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,  527 

       and gave it to his disciples, saying:  528 

       Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 529 

       Do this for the remembrance of me.  530 
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       Again, after supper,  531 

       he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  532 

       This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 533 

       shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 534 

       Do this for the remembrance of me. 535 
 536 
P:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 537 
C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 538 
 539 
P:  With this bread and cup we remember your Word  540 
       dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 541 
       We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 542 
       We look with hope for his coming. 543 
C:  Come, Lord Jesus. 544 
 545 
P:  Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 546 

       Come among us. Bless this meal. 547 

       May your Word take flesh in us. 548 

       Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. 549 

       Bring the gift of peace on earth. 550 

C:  Come, Holy Spirit. 551 
 552 
P:  All praise and glory are yours,  553 
       Holy One of Israel, 554 
       Word of God incarnate,  555 
       Power of the Most High, 556 
       One God, now and forever. 557 
C:  Amen 558 
 559 
 560 

 561 

 562 

 563 

 564 

 565 

 566 

 567 

 568 

 569 

 570 

 571 
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LORD’S PRAYER 572 

     Our Father, who art in heaven, 573 
     hallowed be thy name, 574 
     thy kingdom come, 575 
     thy will be done, 576 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 577 
      Give us this day our daily bread; 578 
      and forgive us our trespasses,  579 

     as we forgive those 580 
     who trespass against us; 581 

      and lead us not into temptation,  582 
     but deliver us from evil.  583 

      For thine is the kingdom, 584 
     and the power, and the glory, 585 
      forever and ever. Amen.  586 
 587 

 588 

 589 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 590 

P:  God feeds us with tender mercy. 591 
       Come to the table. 592 
C:  Thanks be to God.  593 
 594 
 595 
 596 
 597 
 598 
 599 
 600 
 601 
 602 
 603 
 604 
 605 
 606 
 607 
 608 
 609 
 610 
 611 
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Sit 612 
COMMUNION 613 
All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing.  Please 614 
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. 615 
As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:  616 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 617 
The communicant may say: Amen 618 

 619 
 620 
COMMUNION HYMN        O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 621 
 622 
 623 
 624 
 625 
 626 
 627 
 628 
 629 
 630 
 631 
 632 
 633 
 634 
 635 
 636 
 637 
 638 
 639 
 640 
 641 
 642 
 643 
 644 
 645 
 646 
 647 
 648 
 649 
 650 
 651 
 652 
 653 
 654 
 655 
 656 
 657 
 658 
 659 
 660 
 661 
 662 
 663 
 664 
 665 
 666 
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Stand 667 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 668 
 keep you in his grace.   669 
C:   Amen 670 
 671 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 672 
A:  Let us pray. 673        674 
       Generous God, 675 
       we thank you for the gift of life, 676 
       for the bread of salvation. 677 
       We thank you for coming among us, 678 
       for leading us into peace. 679 
       We thank you for showering us with mercy, 680 
       for sending us into the world. 681 
       Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us 682 
       as we feed the hungry in your name. 683 
C:  Amen 684 
 685 

SENDING 686 
 687 

BLESSING 688 

P:  God of endings and beginnings, 689 
       God in the darkness and the light, 690 
       God, our hope for the journey, 691 

      ☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 692 

C:  Amen 693 
 694 
 695 
 696 
 697 
 698 
 699 
 700 
 701 
 702 
 703 
 704 
 705 
 706 
 707 
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SENDING HYMN       People, Look East  708 

 709 
 710 
 711 
 712 
 713 
 714 
 715 
 716 
 717 
 718 
 719 
 720 
 721 
 722 
 723 
 724 
 725 
 726 
 727 
 728 
 729 
 730 
 731 
 732 
 733 
 734 
 735 
 736 
 737 
 738 
 739 
 740 
 741 
 742 
 743 
 744 
 745 
 746 
POSTLUDE 747 



 748 
SERVICE ASSISTANTS 749 

Ushers: Charles Luppert, Larry & Donna Britton, Gail O’Brien, Sylvia McCarty, Larry 750 
Solomon; Lay Assistant: Georgette Copp; Communion Asst.: Janet Stroble; 751 
Acolyte: Karrah Bair; Altar Guild: Jody Fullmer, Jeannie Bower 752 
Greeters/Communion Presenters: Mike and Dianne Larson 753 
Cantor: Carol Waltz; Flower Delivery: Susan Bryan 754 
 755 

IN BLESSED MEMORY 756 
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Dennis 757 
Ream by his wife Sandy, Dennis Jr., Kellie and their families. 758 
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Carl E. 759 
Fenstermacher on the anniversary of his birthday, December 14th, by his daughter 760 
and son-in-law, Debbie and Thad. 761 
 762 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 763 
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If you are 764 
visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name & information to a 765 
congregation member.  We hope to see you again. 766 
 767 
 768 
Please join us for our Christmas Dinner, today immediately following worship.  769 
 770 
We will decorate the church next Sunday, December 22. Please sign-up on the 771 
sheet in the Narthex. Sunday, January 5 immediately following worship we will be 772 
un-decorating the church. Many hands make quick work.  Please share your time and 773 
talents! 774 
 775 
ALL white gifts and Christmas basket donations are due this morning.  White 776 
Gifts and food baskets will be picked up Saturday, December 21 from  777 
9 am- noon.  If you have any questions, please contact Candy Watkins (570)998-778 
4037. Thank you for your support. 779 
 780 
Volunteers needed. We need 6 readers for the Lessons and Carols Service on 781 
Sunday, December 29. If you would be interested in reading one of the lessons, 782 
please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex. Thank you. 783 
 784 
Please remember to turn in your Estimate of Giving Pledge Cards and Time and 785 
Talent forms. You may place them in the offering plate this morning or at the church 786 
office. There are still envelopes in the back of the Sanctuary to be picked up. 787 
 788 

OFFICE HOLIDAY HOURS 789 
CLOSED – Christmas Day – thru - New Year’s Day, January 1, 2025  790 

Normal office hours will resume – Thursday, January 2  791 
9:00 am-3:00 pm 792 

 793 
PLEASE NOTE: No Messenger will be printed/sent on Wednesday, January 1.  Please 794 
have any announcements for December 25 through January 5 to the office by Monday 795 
December 23. Thank you. 796 
 797 

798 



 799 
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  801 

 802 

 803 

 804 

 805 

 806 

 807 

 808 

 809 

 810 

 811 

 812 
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 826 

 827 

828 
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 833 

Together Rooted in Christ 

The church’s preachers and teachers often distinguish between John’s 
baptism and our own baptism into Christ. But perhaps we have 
sometimes gone too far in supposing they are all that different. Both 
begin with repentance. Both orient us toward the good news that God 
forgives our sins and claims us as beloved children. Both call us to “grow 
in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God” (ELW, p. 227.) 

The grace and love of God lavished on us in baptism are not the result of 
simple mechanics whereby we receive forgiveness because we’ve 
pressed the right buttons on the salvation machine. Instead, we live into 
God’s forgiveness in deeply transformative and organic ways, like trees 
bearing good fruit. That John’s baptism is, at its heart, about genuine 
transformation and living in a new way shaped by God’s grace is 
apparent from the questions people ask him. Called to bear fruits worthy 
of repentance, they want to know: “What then should we do?” (Luke 
3:10). 

Advent offers us a wonderful chance to renew the gift of baptism by 
asking ourselves important questions about our direction in life and our 
relationships with others. How are you nurturing your prayer and 
worship life? What are you learning about your relationship with God? 
How are you growing in faith? How are you caring for others and the 
world God made? What help or support might you need on your spiritual 
journey that you’re not currently receiving? 

John turned people’s hearts to God by reorienting them to their 
community. He encouraged them to share life together by uplifting one 
another, performing mutual acts of kindness, and nurturing a spirit of 

thanksgiving. In this season full of expectation, we look to Jesus’ coming 

among us at the same time as we remember that we ourselves have been 
reborn children of God. In baptism, we have been welcomed into a 
community of care and support, together rooted in Christ, bearing good 
fruit, and proclaiming God’s good news to all the world. 
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