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  FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  
The fifth Sunday after Epiphany continues to highlight unlikely instruments and 
circumstances appointed to reveal God’s glory. “Who will go for us?” God asks. A person of 
unclean lips, a former persecutor of the church of God, and three fishermen who couldn’t 
catch a thing. More surprising still, perhaps, is that we are also called. 

 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE   
 

Stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
       who forgives all our sin, 
       whose mercy endures forever. 
C:  Amen 
 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation,  
       come to the help of your people,    
       turning us from our sin,  
       to live for you alone. 
       Give us the power of your Holy Spirit  
       that we may confess our sin,  
       receive your forgiveness,  
       and grow into the fullness of  
       Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen 
 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Kneel  

P:  Most merciful God, 
C:  we confess that we are captive to sin 
       and cannot free ourselves. 
       We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
       by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
       We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
       we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
       For the sake of your son, Jesus Christ, 
       have mercy on us.  
       Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
       so that we may delight in your will  
       and walk in your ways, 
       to the glory of your holy name. 
       Amen 
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P:  In the mercy of almighty God,  
       Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
       and for his sake 
       God forgives us for all our sins.  
       As a called and ordained minister  
       of the church of Christ, and by his authority, 
       I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
       in the name of the Father, 

       and of the ☩ Son,  
       and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen 
 
Stand 
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GATHERING HYMN        Let the Whole Creation Cry 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE       
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
       Most holy God, the earth is filled with your glory, and before you angels 
       and saints stand in awe. Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in 
       the world, and by your grace make us heralds of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
       our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen 
Sit 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 6:1-8 
Through a vision in the temple, the eighth-century prophet Isaiah is called by God to announce judgment 
against Israel. Aware of his sinfulness and shortcomings, Isaiah is initially hesitant. But when God calls, 
Isaiah responds, “Here am I; send me!” 

A:  A Reading from Isaiah: 
 
           1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 
       high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were 
       in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered 
       their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they 
       flew. 3 And one called to another and said: 
        “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
        the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
           4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, 
       and the house filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I 
       am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet 
       my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 
            6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had 
       been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my 
       mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt 
       has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8 Then I heard the voice of the 
       Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, 
            “Here am I; send me!”  
 

A:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 138 
The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sung responsively between the cantor and congregation. 
 

 
        

 

  

      

        1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart; 
   before the gods I will | sing your praise. 
  2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, 
          because of your steadfast | love and faithfulness; 
   for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all 
          things. R 
 

  3 When I called, you | answered me; 
   you increased my | strength within me. 
  4 All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD, 
  when they have heard the words | of your mouth. 
  5 They will sing of the ways | of the LORD, 
  that great is the glory | of the LORD. 
  6 The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 
  perceiving the haughty | from afar. R 
 

 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your 
         right | hand shall save me. 
 8 You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 
  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the 
         works | of your hands. R 
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Paul delivers in a nutshell the story of the gospel that was given to him. In the lineage of the Christian faith, 
we have received the good news of God’s love from generations of believers before us, and we continue to tell 
this story to the world. 

A:  A Reading from First Corinthians: 
 

                      1 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news 
       that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you 
       stand, 2 through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the 
       message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in 
       vain. 
            3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had 
       received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
       scriptures, 4 and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third 
       day in accordance with the scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, 
       then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred 
       brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 
       some have died. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
       apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to 
       me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, 
       because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am 
       what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the 
       contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the 
       grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we 
       proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
 

A:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

  

 

 
 

 

CANTOR:  Jesus says, | Follow me, and I will make you | fish for people.  

C:  Repeat the Alleluias. 
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GOSPEL: Luke 5:1-11 
Jesus’ teaching of God’s word has begun to draw great crowds. For Simon, James, and John, Jesus’ teaching 
inspires hospitality, then obedience, and then risk. After Jesus’ creative power is revealed, fear and 
amazement leads these three fishermen to leave everything behind to become apostles. 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the fifth chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

                     1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and 
       the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two 
       boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them 
       and were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one 
       belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. 
       Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 4 When he had 
       finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let 
       down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we have worked 
       all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down 
       the nets.” 6 When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their 
       nets were beginning to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the 
       other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, 
       so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at 
       Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For 
       he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they 
       had taken; 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who 
       were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; 
       from now on you will be catching people.” 11 When they had brought 
       their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 

SERMON .................................................................................................... Pastor Amme 
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Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY     The Son of God, Our Christ 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A brief silence is held after the introduction. 

P:  With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the 
       church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

After each petition: 

P:  God of grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P:  We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that 
        your promise is revealed among the people. 
C:  Amen 
 

 

PEACE 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
Peace be with you.  R: Peace be with you. 

Sit 
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MEAL 
 

OFFERING 
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared. 
 

ANTHEM 
Here I am, Lord .............................................................................. Daniel L. Schutte 
 
 

Stand 

OFFERTORY 
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A:  Let us pray: 

C:  God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, 
        and your abundance to the depths of the seas. 
        Bless what we offer to your service: 
        our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. 
        Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, 
        now and always. 
        Amen 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 

glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
       heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
       In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
       who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
       who preached good news to the poor,  
       and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
       In the night in which he was betrayed, 
       our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
       broke it, and gave it to his disciples,  
       saying: Take and eat;  
       this is my body, given for you. 
       Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
       Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
       and gave it for all to drink,  
       saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
       shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
       Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
       Remembering, therefore, 
       his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
       we await his coming in glory. 
 
       Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
       And unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
       the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
       to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
       be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

     Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 
      Give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses,  

     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  

      For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
      forever and ever. Amen 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:  Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sit 

COMMUNION 
All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing.  Please 
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they 
say these words to each communicant:  

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
The communicant may say: Amen 
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COMMUNION HYMN          

Come, Let Us Eat .....................................................................................LBW 214 
 

Stand 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
     keep you in his grace.   
C:   Amen 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A:  Let us pray.        

       Nourishing God, 
       at this table you have refreshed us 
       with holy gifts of food and drink. 
       Strengthen us for service, 
       and send us out to embody your good news 
       of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. 
       In the name of Christ, we pray, 
C:  Amen 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
       The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

       The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C:  Amen 
 

SENDING HYMN       Holy God, We Praise Your Name 
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DISMISSAL 

A:  Go in peace. Live in hope. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

POSTLUDE

 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 
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SERVICE ASSISTANTS 17 

Ushers: Carl Gee, Jody Fullmer, Dave and Rita Strickler, Jimmy Gardner 18 
Lay Assistant: Kim Brofee; Communion Assistant: Sherri Holtzman 19 
Acolyte: Doriann Morris; Altar Guild: Rita Strickler, Carol Winter 20 
Greeters/Communion Presenters: Paul Weaver, Jean Weaver 21 
Cantor: Carol Waltz; Flower Delivery: Marilyn Winter 22 
 23 

IN BLESSED MEMORY 24 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor and memory 25 
of loved ones. 26 
 27 
 28 
 29 
 30 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If 
you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name & 
information to a congregation member.  We hope to see you again. 
 

Join us for Bible Study and Fellowship on Wednesdays at 6:30. All are 
Welcome! 
 

Help Wanted: Snow Removal ~ Help is needed to clear the walks around 
the church property after it snows.  Position requires dependability and 
the flexibility to be available within a reasonable period of time following a 
snow/ice event. This is a paid position - $20/hour.  If you or someone you 
know is able to help, please contact the church office.  
 

Friendship Sunday, February 16, 2025 Invite your friends and family to 
join us for worship next Sunday. Immediately following worship, we will 
gather in Shaheen Hall for a soup and sandwich luncheon along with some 
great conversation and getting to know our neighbors. This is hosted by 
the Fellowship Committee. Please sign up on the sign-up sheet in the 
Narthex so we know how many to set up for. 
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A Too-Small God? 

Does the Lord’s presence make you uncomfortable? This question may 
seem odd: after all, don’t we call our worship spaces “sanctuaries”? Our 
readings today, however, feature people who, in their contact with God, 
are moved to express their unworthiness. A vision of divine glory 
overwhelms Isaiah with the holiness of “the Lord of hosts,” before whom 
he is “a man of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5). After condescendingly agreeing 
to follow Jesus’ fishing directions, Simon discovers just how little he 
knows and cries out, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 
(Luke 5:8). Paul tells how he had rejected what God did in raising Jesus 
from the dead. All three faced revelations of God’s greatness that 
dwarfed their expectations. These surprises evoked responses quite 
foreign to our culture of self-affirmation: a consciousness of their own 
unworthiness before such a glorious God. 

While we probably don’t want people diving under their pews during 
worship, a God before whom we feel fully composed and confident is not 
the “holy, holy, holy . . . LORD of hosts” (Isaiah 6:3) seen by Isaiah. Do we 
settle for a tame God, one who happens to approve of everything we do 
and disapprove of whatever we don’t like? 

As these stories continue, they show us that a full vision of God’s 
holiness need not leave us shaking in terror. God’s true glory is mercy. A 
heavenly being cleanses Isaiah’s lips, and he is sent to Israel as God’s 
messenger. Undeserving Paul becomes an apostle. Jesus tells Simon, “Do 
not be afraid,” and he receives a vital role in the Savior’s mission (Luke 
5:10). 

The gospel reveals that God’s holiness does not destroy sinners but, 
rather, consumes sin through forgiveness. Before we could ever deserve 
it, the waters of baptism wash us with grace. God’s greatness becomes 
small for us in the Christ child, in the simple words of absolution, and in 
a taste of bread and wine. Forgiven and healed, we—blessed despite our 
unworthiness—are now sent to share the good news. 
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