
 1 

Messiah Lutheran Church 2 

GATHER, EMPOWER, SERVE 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

T Holy Communion T 19 

Second Sunday in Lent 20 

March 16, 2025 21 

 22 



Messiah Lutheran Church                                                       March 16, 2025 

2 
 

  SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 23 
Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save us, our God 24 
persists. In holy baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into a God-initiated 25 
relationship that will endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a tradition in which 26 
to seek God’s face again. Lent provides another occasion to behold the God of our salvation 27 
in the face of the Blessed One who “comes in the name of the Lord.” 28 

GATHERING 29 
 30 
PRELUDE   31 
 32 
Stand 33 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  34 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 35 
       who forgives all our sin, 36 
       whose mercy endures forever. 37 
C:  Amen 38 
 39 
P:  Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding 40 
        love. 41 
 42 
Kneel  43 
P:  Compassionate One, 44 
C:  you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 45 
       but our lives do not always reflect you 46 
       and your love for the world. 47 
       We do not show others the tender compassion 48 
       you have shown to us. 49 
       We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality 50 
       you grant to all people. 51 
       We oppress others, 52 
       even though you have set us free again and again. 53 
       We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. 54 
       Transform our lives 55 
       and guide us again in the way of the cross. 56 
       Amen 57 
 58 
P:  Beloved in Christ, 59 
        God’s arms are always stretched open wide 60 
        to welcome the wandering ones home. 61 

        In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven.  62 
        You have a place in God’s house forever. 63 
C:  Amen 64 
Stand 65 
 66 
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GATHERING HYMN   67 
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ........................................................... LBW 294 68 
 69 
 70 

 71 

 72 

 73 

 74 

 75 

 76 

 77 

 78 

 79 

 80 

 81 

 82 

 83 

 84 

 85 

 86 

 87 

 88 

 89 

 90 

 91 

 92 

 93 

 94 

 95 

 96 

 97 

 98 

 99 

 100 

 101 

 102 

 103 
 104 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 105 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 106 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 107 
C: And also with you. 108 
 109 
 110 

 111 

 112 

KYRIE 113 

                                                                    114 

 115 
 116 

 117 

 118 

 119 

 120 

 121 
 122 
 123 
 124 
 125 
 126 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 127 
P:  Let us pray. 128 
       God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting 129 
       life to the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with 130 
       your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus 131 
       Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 132 
       Spirit, one God, now and forever. 133 
C:  Amen 134 
 135 
Sit 136 
 137 
 138 
 139 
 140 
 141 
 142 
 143 
 144 
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WORD 145 
 146 
FIRST READING:  Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 147 
God promises a childless and doubting Abram that he will have a child, that his descendants will be as 148 
numerous as the stars, and that the land of Canaan will be their inheritance. Abram’s trust in God is sealed 149 
with a covenant-making ceremony, a sign of God’s promise. 150 
A:  A Reading from Genesis: 151 
   152 
                          1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, 153 
       “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very 154 
       great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I 155 
       continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 156 
       Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a 157 
       slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the word of the LORD came 158 
       to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue 159 
       shall be your heir.” 5 He brought him outside and said, “Look toward 160 
       heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said 161 
       to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed the LORD; and 162 
       the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 163 
             7 Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of 164 
       the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, 165 
        “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” 9 He said to him, 166 
       “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram 167 
       three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 He brought him all 168 
       these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he 169 
       did not cut the birds in two. 11 And when birds of prey came down on the 170 
       carcasses, Abram drove them away. 171 
          12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a 172 
       deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him. 173 
          17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot 174 
       and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day 175 
       the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I 176 
       give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river 177 
       Euphrates.” 178 
 179 
A:  The word of the Lord. 180 
C:  Thanks be to God.  181 
 182 
 183 
 184 
 185 
 186 
 187 
 188 
 189 
 190 
 191 
 192 
 193 
 194 
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PSALM: Psalm 27 195 
The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it. 196 
 197 
 198 
 199 
 200 
 201 
Sung responsively between the cantor and congregation. 202 
 203 
 204 
 205 
  206 
     1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? 207 
  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 208 
 2 When evildoers close in against me to de- | vour my flesh, 209 
  they, my foes and my enemies, will stum- | ble and fall. 210 
 3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart | will not fear. 211 
  Though war rise up against me, my trust will | not be shaken. 212 
 4 One thing I ask of the LORD; one | thing I seek; 213 
  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to 214 
         gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek God | in the temple. R 215 
  216 
     5 For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter, 217 
  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- | on 218 
         a rock. 219 
 6 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies | who surround 220 
          me. 221 
  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of 222 
         rejoicing; 223 
         I will sing and make music | to the LORD. 224 
 7 Hear my voice, O LORD, | when I call; 225 
  have mercy on me and | answer me. 226 
 8 My heart speaks your message— | “Seek my face.” 227 
  Your face, O LORD, | I will seek. R 228 
 229 
 9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- | vant in anger. 230 
  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God 231 
         of | my salvation. 232 
 10 Though my father and my moth- | er forsake me, 233 
  the LORD will | take me in. 234 
 11 Teach me your | way, O LORD; 235 
  lead me on a level path, because of | my oppressors. 236 
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 12 Subject me not to the will | of my foes, 237 
  for they rise up against me, false witnesses | breathing violence. 238 
 13 This I believe—that I will see the goodness | of the LORD 239 
  in the land | of the living! 240 
 14 Wait for the LORD | and be strong. 241 
  Take heart and wait | for the LORD! R 242 

 243 

 244 
SECOND READING: Philippians 3:17-4:1 245 
Although Paul’s devotion to Christ has caused him to be persecuted, he does not regret the course he has 246 
taken. Writing from prison, he expresses confidence in a glorious future and encourages other Christians to 247 
follow in his footsteps. 248 
A:  A Reading from Philippians: 249 
 250 
                     17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who 251 
       live according to the example you have in us. 18 For many live as enemies 252 
       of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you 253 
       even with tears. 19 Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and 254 
       their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20 But 255 
       our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a 256 
       Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21 He will transform the body of our 257 
       humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the 258 
       power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself.  259 
       4:1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy 260 
       and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 261 
 262 
A:  The word of the Lord. 263 
C:  Thanks be to God. 264 
 265 
 266 
Stand 267 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 268 

 269 

  270 

 271 

 272 
 273 
 274 
 275 
 276 
 277 

 278 

 279 
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GOSPEL: Luke 13:31-35 280 
Neither Herod’s plotting nor Jerusalem’s resistance to maternal love will deter Jesus from his sacrificial 281 
mission. 282 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 283 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 284 
 285 
                  31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get 286 
        away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 32 He said to them, “Go and 287 
       tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing 288 
       cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 33 Yet 289 
       today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is 290 
       impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34 Jerusalem, 291 
        Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent 292 
       to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen 293 
       gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 35 See, your 294 
       house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time 295 
       comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 296 
       Lord.’ ” 297 
 298 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 299 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 300 
Sit 301 
 302 
SERMON ............................................................................... Janet Stroble 303 
 304 
 305 
 306 
 307 
Stand 308 
HYMN OF THE DAY         309 
Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth ........................................ LBW 421 310 
 311 
 312 
 313 
 314 
 315 
 316 
 317 
 318 
 319 
 320 
 321 
 322 
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 323 
 324 
 325 
 326 
 327 
 328 
 329 
 330 
 331 
 332 
 333 
 334 
 335 
 336 
 337 
 338 
 339 
 340 
 341 
APOSTLES’ CREED 342 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 343 

 creator of heaven and earth. 344 
 345 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 346 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 347 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 348 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 349 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 350 

 He descended into hell. 351 

 On the third day he rose again. 352 

 He ascended into heaven, 353 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 354 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 355 
 356 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 357 

 the holy catholic Church, 358 

 the communion of saints, 359 

 the forgiveness of sins, 360 

 the resurrection of the body, 361 

 and the life everlasting. Amen  362 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 363 
A brief silence is held after the introduction. 364 
P:  Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, 365 
        and all those in need. 366 
 367 
After each petition: 368 
P:  God, in your mercy, 369 
C:  receive our prayer. 370 
 371 
The prayers conclude: 372 
P:  Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your 373 
       love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. 374 
C:  Amen 375 
 376 
PEACE 377 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 378 
C:  And also with you. 379 

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord. 380 
Peace be with you.  R: Peace be with you. 381 

Sit 382 
 383 

MEAL 384 
 385 

OFFERING 386 
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared. 387 
 388 
ANTHEM 389 
I Lift My Soul .................................................................... William Miller 390 
                           391 
Stand 392 
OFFERTORY 393 
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung 394 

 395 

 396 

 397 

 398 

 399 

 400 

 401 

 402 
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OFFERING PRAYER 403 

A:  Let us pray. 404 

C:  Gracious Provider, 405 
        you set your immense treasures among us, 406 
       opening your heart to the world. 407 
       As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, 408 
       deepen our commitment to sharing those 409 
       treasures with others, 410 
       through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 411 
       Amen 412 
 413 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 414 
P:   The Lord be with you. 415 
C:   And also with you. 416 
P:   Lift up your hearts. 417 
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 418 
P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 419 
C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 420 
 421 

PREFACE 422 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 423 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 424 

Savior Jesus Christ; You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare 425 

with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may 426 

come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 427 
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 428 

their unending hymn: 429 

 430 

 431 

 432 

 433 

 434 

 435 

 436 

 437 

 438 

 439 
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 440 

 441 

 442 

 443 

 444 

 445 

 446 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 447 
P:       Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 448 

     heaven and earth are full of your glory. 449 
     In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,  450 
     who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 451 
     who preached good news to the poor, 452 
     and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 453 
 454 
     In the night in which he was betrayed, 455 
     our Lord Jesus took bread,  456 
     and gave thanks; broke it,  457 
     and gave it to his disciples,  458 
     saying: Take and eat;  459 
     this is my body, given for you. 460 
     Do this for the remembrance of me. 461 
 462 
     Again, after supper,  463 
     he took the cup, gave thanks, 464 
     and gave it for all to drink,  465 
     saying: This cup is  466 
     the new covenant in my blood, 467 
     shed for you and for all people  468 
     for the forgiveness of sin. 469 
     Do this for the remembrance of me. 470 
 471 
     Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection,  472 
     and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 473 
 474 
     Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 475 
     and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 476 
     the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 477 
     to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 478 
     be all honor and glory, now and forever. 479 

C: Amen. 480 
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LORD’S PRAYER 481 

     Our Father, who art in heaven, 482 
     hallowed be thy name, 483 
     thy kingdom come, 484 
     thy will be done, 485 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 486 
      Give us this day our daily bread; 487 
      and forgive us our trespasses,  488 

     as we forgive those 489 
     who trespass against us; 490 

      and lead us not into temptation,  491 
     but deliver us from evil.  492 

      For thine is the kingdom, 493 
     and the power, and the glory, 494 
      forever and ever. Amen.  495 

 496 
 497 
 498 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 499 

P:  All who are hungry, come! 500 
       The feast of grace is spread. 501 
C:  Thanks be to God.  502 
 503 
 504 
 505 
 506 
 507 
 508 
 509 
 510 
 511 
 512 
 513 
 514 
 515 
 516 
 517 
 518 
 519 
 520 
 521 
Sit 522 
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COMMUNION 523 
All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing.  Please follow the 524 
instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words 525 
to each communicant:  526 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 527 
The communicant may say: Amen 528 

 529 
COMMUNION HYMN         530 
Around You, O Lord Jesus ......................................................................... LBW 496 531 
 532 
 533 
 534 
 535 
 536 
 537 
 538 
 539 
 540 
 541 
 542 
 543 
 544 
 545 
 546 
 547 
 548 
 549 
 550 
 551 
 552 
 553 
 554 
 555 
 556 
 557 
 558 
 559 
 560 
 561 
 562 
 563 
 564 
 565 
 566 
 567 
 568 
 569 
 570 
 571 
 572 
 573 
 574 
 575 
 576 
 577 



Messiah Lutheran Church                                                       March 16, 2025 

15 
 

Stand 578 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 579 
      keep you in his grace.   580 
C:   Amen 581 
 582 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 583 
A:  Let us pray. 584    585 
       Generous Host, 586 
       you have shared your feast with us and made us new. 587 
       Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, 588 
       that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, 589 
       in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. 590 
C:  Amen 591 

  592 
SENDING 593 

 594 
SENDING OF THE EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 595 

P:  Gracious God,  596 

       loving all your family with a mother’s tender care:  597 

       As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread,  598 

       assist us in this ministry on which we are sent forth.  599 

       In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom 600 

       we bring this sacrament, that through the body and blood of 601 

       your Son we may all know the comfort of your abiding 602 

       presence.  603 

C:  Amen 604 
 605 
BLESSING 606 

P: God our tender parent, 607 
       God the crucified one, 608 
       God the reconciling Spirit, 609 

      ☩ bless you now and forever. 610 

C:  Amen 611 
 612 

 613 

 614 

 615 

 616 

 617 

 618 
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SENDING HYMN        619 

Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer ............................................................. LBW 343 620 
 621 
 622 

 623 

 624 

 625 

 626 

 627 

 628 

 629 

 630 

 631 

 632 
 633 

 634 

 635 

 636 

 637 

 638 

 639 

 640 

 641 

 642 

 643 

 644 

 645 

 646 

 647 

 648 

 649 

 650 

 651 

 652 

DISMISSAL 653 

A:  Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. 654 
C:  Thanks be to God. 655 
 656 
POSTLUDE 657 

658 



SERVICE ASSISTANTS 659 
Ushers: Fred Harbaugh, Susan Christ, AnnMarie Hohman, Jean Nolan, Diana 660 
Rooker; Lay Assistant: Susan Bryan; Comm. Assistant: Sherri Holtzman; 661 
Acolyte: Doriann Morris; Altar Guild: Marie Welter, April Gardner; 662 
Greeters/Communion Presenters: Mary Schultz, Ron Yeagle 663 
Cantor: Carol Waltz; Flower Delivery: Cindy Bennett 664 
 665 

IN BLESSED MEMORY 666 
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 667 
Nelson Silverstrim and Doris Webb Silverstrim, on the 80th anniversary of their 668 
wedding, March 17, 1945, by their sons and families. 669 
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in honor of Carol 670 
Hessert and in loving memory of what would have been Sam and Carol’s 63rd 671 
wedding anniversary on March 16th, with love from their daughter Pam. 672 

 673 

 674 

 675 

 676 

 677 

 678 

 679 

 680 

 681 

 682 

 683 

 684 

685 

 686 

 687 

 688 

689 

690 

691 

692 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If you 
are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name & information to 
a congregation member.  We hope to see you again. 
 

This morning we welcome Janet Stroble, an Authorized Lay Worship Leader 
(ALWL) of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Janet has received extensive training 
so as to provide worship leadership and preaching, and has been authorized by 
the bishop of the synod to preside at the Eucharist. 
 

March 29th from 9 – Noon will be our annual Lenten Kids in Mission. We are in 
need of volunteers to teach, assist and walk children from one activity to 
another. If you know someone you think may be interested, please let me know 
or contact them directly.  It's always a fun morning not only for the kids but for 
the volunteers, as well! Thanks for your prayerful consideration. Kathryn 
 

Copies of the Lenten Devotional Booklet and Lenten Self-Denial Folders are 
available in the Narthex or the church office.  The Self Denial folders 
contributions will benefit the Shepherd of the Streets. 
 

NOW IS THE TIME to put in your reservation for memorial Easter Flowers.  
Several varieties of flowers are available. More information can be found on the 
order form. PLEASE RETURN THE ORDER FORM BY Sunday, March 30th.   
 

Every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. during Lent there will be Lenten Vespers held 
in the Chapel followed by a brief Bible Study. 
 

Did your child ever attend Messiah Preschool? This marks the 50th year, and 
a celebration will take place May 18th immediately following worship. We would 
love to have photos, name of your child or children, year they attended Messiah 
preschool and the teacher at that time. If you recall any interesting stories your 
child experienced during their years at Messiah preschool and would like to 
share, drop off the information to the church office by April 30th. Please note, 
include names and years on all pictures shared so you are sure to get them back. 

Thank you, the Preschool Board. 



 693 
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 726 

Judgment in the Name of the Lord 

Some of us in the room, likely more of us than we imagine, know what a 
conviction is like. We’ve had experience with a physical, undisputable, 
black-robed conviction, the kind handed down by a judge or jury. It’s a 
statistical fact that nearly half of the American population is personally 
affected in some way by the criminal justice system. Those numbers are 
staggering; even more so is the weight of guilt that welds itself to the 
convicted one’s shame like steel clenching iron. To be convicted, found 
guilty as charged, is no small matter. 

It is with such certainty and severity that Jesus unleashes his anguish over 
Jerusalem—anger and grief that rail with the reverberations of a gavel’s 
blow in the courtroom when words, sharpened for penetration, are 
pronounced from behind a high bench. Judgments can last a lifetime, and 
they intentionally have the power to change futures. Jesus was about the 
work of God, to change futures. 

There is no courtroom, no black robe, no jury of twelve peers in Luke’s 
account of Jesus’ encounter with some Pharisees. But there is an exacting 
judgment that rumbles like rolling boulders, a conviction meant to loiter 
hauntingly like shivering nightmares. Jesus’ words prosecute with a burden 
that few gospel lines expose so solemnly; the accusations are decisive. His 
judgment falls on the religious. 

No, we do not escape, do not get away by dismissing Jesus’ words as ancient, 
frozen in a time long past, petrified among a people long gone, meant only 
for some others’ failures—not our own. The judgment lives on. Pronounced 
then in the holy city, it ricochets even now through our sacred spaces and 
hallowed sanctuaries, aimed at the pious and devout who with self-
appeasing righteousness look to tame God’s word, rebuff God’s scandalous 

mercies, silence God’s voice, and break God’s will. 

The judgment: “How often . . . and you were not willing!” And yet, the 
promise: “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord” (Luke 
13:34-35). 
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