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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

The disciples make a big splash and eat breakfast with the risen Jesus. Wading in the
water (remembering baptism) and eating with Jesus (celebrating holy communion) is
our weekly encounter with the risen Christ. Jesus asks us again and again: Do you love
me? And Jesus invites us, again and again, to follow him, bringing the Easter life to others.

GATHERING

PRELUDE

Stand

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

(P): Alleluia! Christ is risen.

[8: Christis risen, indeed. Alleluia!

(P} In the name of * the One
who was, who is, and who is to come.
[@: Amen.

(P): Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection,
and called to live the baptized life,
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
(P}: Holy God,
we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that make a people your own,
that restore to wholeness,
and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,
: make us one as you are one.

e

: We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that strengthen believers
and give new life to beloved servants of your church;
waters that extend your boundless love
and cross barriers of our own making.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

: make us one as you are one.

@

: We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that open the hearts of believers
and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path,
rejoicing in the Spirit's power.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

[¥: make us one as you are one.
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(P): Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One,

that our every day is shaped by these waters

that give us our very lives in you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
¥: Amen

GATHERING HYMN
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today! LBW 130
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1 “Christ the Lord is ris’n to - day!” All on earth with an-gels say;
2 Love’s re-deem-ing work is done, fought the fight, the bat - tle won.
3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ has burst the gates of hell.

4 Lives a-gain our glo-rious king! Where, O death, is now your sting?
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raise your joys and tri - umphs high; sing, ye heav’ns;and earth, re - ply.
Lo! The sun’s e - clipse is oer. Lo! He sets in blood no more.
Deathin  vain for - bids his rise; Christ has o - pened par - a - dise.
Once he died our souls to save; where your vic - to - ry, O grave?
5 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! 6 King of glory, soul of bliss,
Praise to thee by both be giv’n. everlasting life is this:
Thee we greet triumphant now; thee to know, thy pow’r to prove,
hail, the resurrection, thou! thus to sing, and thus to love!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.

Music: ORIENTIS PARTIBUS, French, 13th cent.
APOSTOLIC GREETING
(P): Alleluia! Christ is risen!
[¥: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

(Pl The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
¥: And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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® Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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has be - gun his reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-le - In - ia.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

(P): Let us pray.
Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud
your majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to
us and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

8: Amen
Sit
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WORD

FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-20

Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the Way of Christ. This reading
recounts the story of his transformation beginning with an encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to
Damascus.

(Al: A Reading from Acts:

1 Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the
Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as
he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from
heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who
are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. 6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you
are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless
because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the
ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led
him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. ° For three days he was
without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord
said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here | am, Lord.” 11 The
Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the
house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is
praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and
lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias
answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil
he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 4and here he has authority
from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord
said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my
name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 161
myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my
name.” 17 So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on
Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on
your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be
filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales fell
from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was
baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength.
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For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20 and
immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is
the Son of God.”

(A The word of the Lord.
[@: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 30

The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it.
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Sung responsively between the cantor and congregation.
Dut
D" AN . ITAAE ]
{1 0 )
ri —= * “

1T will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lift- | ed me up
and have not let my enemies triumph | over me.
20 LorD my God, I cried | out to you,
and you restored | me to health.
3You brought me up, O LORD, | from the dead;
you restored my life as [ was going down | to the grave.
4Sing praise to the LoRD, | all you faithful;
give thanks in ho- | ly remembrance. R

5God’s wrath is short; God’s favor | lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes | in the morning.
6 While I felt se- | cure, I said,
“I shall never | be disturbed.
7You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong | as the mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and [ was | filled with fear.
8] cried to | you, O LORD;
I pleaded with | my Lord, saying,
9 “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down I to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or de- | clare your faithfulness?
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10 Hear, O LORD, and have mer- | cy upon me;
O LORD, | be my helper.” R

11You have turned my wailing | into dancing;

you have put off my sackcloth and clothed | me with joy.
12 Therefore my heart sings to you | without ceasing;

0 LoRD my God, I will give you | thanks forever. R

SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14
The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship around the throne. At its center
is “the Lamb who was slain.”

(Al: A Reading from Revelation:

11Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the
throne and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads
of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 singing with full voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might

and honor and glory and blessing!”
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the
earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing,

“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb

be blessing and honor and glory and might

forever and ever!”
14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down
and worshiped.

(Al: The word of the Lord.
[@: Thanks be to God.

Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
) — [——
[ T Nt — - >y - I — ]
&8 1] M| | | 11 1) | | | & " |
J b —_— | — g
Al - le - Tu - ia, al le lu - ia
Nut N p—
v K — - o 3 - I — |
@ o 17 [l - | T 1) | - i I
J b 4 —— ] Y ——]
Al - le - lu - a, al - le - lu - ia.

Cantor: Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the scriptures.
[9: Repeat the Alleluias.
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GOSPEL: John 21:1-19

The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first called. After echoes of the
fishing and feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder of the cost of a disciple’s love and obedience.

(Pl The Holy Gospel according to John, the twenty-first chapter.
[@: Glory to you, O Lord.

L After he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem, Jesus showed
himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed
himself in this way. 2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas
called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and
two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going
fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got
into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did
not know that it was Jesus. ° Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no
fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” ¢ He said to them, “Cast the net
to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and
now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many
fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he
was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the
boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land,
only about a hundred yards off.

9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish
on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you
have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net
ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there
were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and
have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are
you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was
now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was
raised from the dead.

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon
son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord;
you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second
time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him,
“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my
sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love
me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love
me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you,
when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go

8




Messiah Lutheran Church May 4, 2025
wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your
hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you
where you do not wish to go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of
death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow

”

me.

(P): The Gospel of the Lord.
[¥: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON.....ccceeeuuecceirrereerennnnnecieneeeennnnsssecsesseennnnnnnsee. Jalet Stroble, ALWL

Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY
Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing LBW 363
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S Chnst 1s alive! Ascended Lord—
He rules the world his Father made,
Till, in the end, his love adored
Shall be to all on carth displayed.
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NICENE CREED
(¥: We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified.

He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen

10
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A brief silence is held after the introduction.

(P): God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the
church, the world, and all who are in need.

After each petition:

(P: Hear us, O God.

[@: Your mercy is great.

The prayers conclude:

(P} We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you
are always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

@: Amen

PEACE
(Pl The peace of Christ be with you always.
[@: And also with you.

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Peace be with you. R: Peace be with you.

Sit
MEAL
OFFERING

The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared.

ANTHEM
Amazing Grace (My Chains Are GONe) ..........uusussssssssssssasns Chris Tomlin

Stand

OFFERTORY
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung

[@: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

11
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OFFERING PRAYER
(Al: Let us pray.
[8: Risen One,
you have gathered us around your table of grace
along with these gifts we bring.
Come among us again,
breathe your life into us,
and enliven us with this meal,
that we may live as your risen body in the world.

Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
0 &
(D" AR 1AL ] Il |
€\§_ il ] il |
bl il |
[7] = 1 |
J N N g
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal lamb who
gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so with Mary Magdalene and Peter,
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

12
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

(P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

13
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the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.

@: Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

(Pl Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.
(¥: Thanks be to God.
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sin of the world; grant  us peace, grant us  peace.
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Sit
COMMUNION

All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing. Please
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they

say these words to each communicant:

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen

COMMUNION HYMN
Blessing and Honor LBW 525
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1 Bless - ing and hon - or and glo - ry and pow'r,
2 Let all  the heav - ens re - sound with his name;
3 Ev - er as - cend - ing the song and the joy,

4 Give we the glo - ry and praise to the Lamb!
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wis - dom and rich - es and strength ev - er - more,
let all  the earth sing  his glo - ry and fame.
ev - er de - scend - ing the love from on high;
Take we the robe and the harp and the  psalm;
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sing we  the song of the Lamb who was slain,
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whose are the king - dom, the crown, and the throne;
ech - o  his prais - es and tell of his pow’r;
this is  the theme of the hymns that we raise;
dy - ing in weak - ness and ris - ing to  reign;
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whose are the king - dom, the crown, and the throne!
ech - o his prais - es and tell of his pow’r.
this is  the theme of the hymns that we raise.
dy - ing in weak - ness and ris - ing to  reign!

Text: Horatius Bonar, 18081889, alt.
Music: AMERICAN HYMN, Matthias Keller, 1813-1875
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Stand

(P:: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and

keep you in his grace.
@: Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
(Al: Let us pray.
(Al: Living One,
in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders,
sing of your glory,
and proclaim your risen life
to a wounded and weary world.
¥: Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

(P): Alleluia! Christ is risen!

[¥: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

(P): The triune God,
who was, who is, and who is to come,
Sovereign, *+ Savior, and Spirit,
light your way with resurrection dawn,
now and always.

@: Amen
SENDING HYMN This Joyful Eastertide
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1 This joy - ful Eas - ter - tide, a - way with sin and
2 My flesh in  hope shall rest and for a sea - son
3 Death’s flood has lost its chill since Je sus crossed the
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Text: George R. Woodward, 1848-1934
Music: Dutch folk tune, 17th cent.; arr. hymnal version
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
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DISMISSAL

(A): Alleluia! Christ is risen.

@: Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
[¥: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

SERVICE ASSISTANTS
Ushers: Mike Larson, Brian Bair, Al Cole, Sally Congdon, Kim Brofee
Lay Assistant: Carol Waltz; Communion Assistant: Rhonda Koch
Acolyte: Doriann Morris; Altar Guild: Vicki Bair, Doris Butt
Greeters/Presenters: Dave and Rita Strickler; Cantor: Bob Schweppenheiser
Flower Delivery: Marilyn Winter

IN BLESSED MEMORY
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
George, Annamary, Susan and David Hutchinson by the Hutchinson and
Nancarrow Families.
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of our
sister Carol Riley’s 68t birthday on May 10th, by her sisters Emily Bausinger and
Connie Hess.
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in honor of Shirley
Fullmer’s 91st birthday, by her family.
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of the
anniversary of David and Martha Larson, May 34, by their son Mike and
daughter-in-law Dianne and family.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If
you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name &
information to a congregation member. We hope to see you again.

This morning we welcome Janet Stroble, an Authorized Lay Worship
Leader (ALWL) of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Janet has received
extensive training so as to provide worship leadership and preaching, and has
been authorized by the bishop of the synod to preside at the Eucharist.

Please join us on Wednesday evenings for Bible Study and fellowship
at 6:30 p.m. All are welcome!

Messiah Preschool will celebrate their 50t year, and a celebration will
take place May 18t immediately following worship in the Narthex.

Spring Clean-up is Saturday, May 10th, 9:00 am-noon. Rain date: Saturday,
May 17th, 9:00 am - noon. Hope to see you there!
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Grace upon Grace

The risen Christ is difficult to recognize at first. According to today’s
gospel reading from John, even as he approached his disciples on the
beach, they “did not know that it was Jesus” (John 21:4). Neither did
Mary Magdalene recognize him outside the tomb on Easter morning. She
assumed he was the gardener (20:14-15). Apparently, resurrection
changes Jesus to the extent that he appears a stranger even to his closest
friends.

That is, until he makes himself known to them again. In Mary’s case, he
simply speaks her name. “Rabbouni! Teacher!” she replies, newly
hopeful as she carries the good news to the others (20:16-18). For the
disciples in the fishing boat, it is a miraculous catch that brings Jesus’
identity to light. “It is the Lord!” the beloved disciple says to Peter, who
promptly dives overboard to reach Jesus on the shore (21:7).

As the story draws to a close, Jesus returns to his disciples with signs
that he will continue to be with them. He calls them by name, feeds them
with abundance, and invites them again into lives of purpose: “Do you
love me? ... Feed my sheep” (21:17). In this way, the end of the Gospel of
John recalls the beginning. Jesus, crucified and risen, continues to grant
his followers “grace upon grace” (1:16).

Moreover, the end of John signals the beginning of Jesus’ ministry
alongside disciples through the ages. The risen Jesus is a mystery to us
too. We may not readily recognize him in the course of daily life. Yet
even as he is hidden from view, he is also revealed. In baptism, he calls
us by name. At his table, he feeds us with abundance. At the doorways of
our gathering places, he invites us again and again into lives of purpose.
Grace upon grace.

Christ is risen indeed. Come, follow him!
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