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  THE HOLY TRINITY 
“O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” Today we celebrate the holy 
Trinity. Paul writes that through Jesus we have peace with God, whose love pours into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit, giving us lasting hope. We celebrate the gracious One-in-
Three, eternal Three-in-One, as we worship in community; as we share water and word, 
bread and wine; and as we bring God’s love and hope to our neighbors. 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE   
 

 

GATHERING HYMN       
Holy, Holy, Holy .......................................................................................LBW 165 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
        communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you.  
 

HYMN OF PRAISE      All Gory Be to God on High 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
       Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal 
       Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep 
       us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last 
       into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, 
       and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 
Sit 
 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING:  Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
In the Bible, wisdom is portrayed in terms sometimes human and sometimes divine. Often, wisdom is 
personified as feminine. In this passage, Woman Wisdom is depicted not only as the first creation of God, but 
also as God’s helper, rejoicing in God’s creation, especially in human beings. 

A:  A Reading from Proverbs: 
 

          1 Does not wisdom call, 
      and does not understanding raise her voice? 
   2 On the heights, beside the way, 
     at the crossroads she takes her stand; 
  3 beside the gates in front of the town, 
     at the entrance of the portals she cries out: 
  4 “To you, O people, I call, 
     and my cry is to all that live. 
 

  22 The LORD created me at the beginning of his work, 
    the first of his acts of long ago. 
  23 Ages ago I was set up, 
    at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 
  24 When there were no depths I was brought forth, 
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    when there were no springs abounding with water. 
  25 Before the mountains had been shaped, 
     before the hills, I was brought forth— 
    26 when he had not yet made earth and fields, 
     or the world’s first bits of soil. 
    27 When he established the heavens, I was there, 
     when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 
    28 when he made firm the skies above, 
     when he established the fountains of the deep, 
    29 when he assigned to the sea its limit, 
     so that the waters might not transgress his command, 
    when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 
     30 then I was beside him, like a master worker; 
    and I was daily his delight, 
     rejoicing before him always, 
    31 rejoicing in his inhabited world 
     and delighting in the human race.” 
A:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 8 
The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sung responsively between the cantor and congregation. 
 

 
        

     
 

        

       1 O | LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 
 2 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of 
     in- | fants and children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the 
     foe | and avenger. R 
 

 3 When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 
 4 what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 
  human beings that you should | care for them? R 
  
    5 Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 
  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 
 6 You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 
  you have put all things un- | der their feet: 
 7 all | flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts | of the field, 
 8 the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 
 9 O | LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in | all the earth! R 
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SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-5 
Paul describes the life of faith with reference to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Even now, we have peace with 
God through Jesus, and our hope for the future is grounded in the love of God that we experience through 
Christ’s Holy Spirit. 

A:  A Reading from Romans: 
 

                 1 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 
       through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access 
       to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the 
       glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 
       knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces 
       character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not disappoint 
       us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
       Spirit that has been given to us. 
 

A:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Cantor: Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; God’s glory fills the whole 

                earth. 

C: Repeat the Alleluias 

 

GOSPEL: John 16:12-15 
Jesus’ ongoing presence with the disciples will be made known through the coming Spirit who will guide 
them and communicate to them Jesus’ will and glory. 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

        Jesus said, 12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 
       them now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the 
       truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, 
       and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify 
       me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the 
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       Father has is mine. For this reason, I said that he will take what is mine 
        and declare it to you.” 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 

Sit 

SERMON 
 
 
 
 
Stand 
HYMN OF THE DAY         
God, Whose Almighty Word .......................................................... LBW 400 
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NICENE CREED 

C:   We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father.  

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

       he came down from heaven;  

  by the power of the Holy Spirit  

        he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,  

             and was made man.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

        he suffered death and was buried.  

        On the third day he rose again  

   in accordance with the Scriptures;  

         he ascended into heaven  

          and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living  

and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped  

and glorified.  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

            and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A brief silence is held after the introduction. 

P:  Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the 
       wholeness of the church, the world, and all creation. 
 

After each petition: 

P:  God Grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P: Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our 
       Savior. 
C:  Amen 
 

PEACE 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
Peace be with you.  R: Peace be with you 

Sit 
 

MEAL 
OFFERING 
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared. 
  

Anthem 
Let the Praise Go Round ................................................................. Hal Hopson 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY 
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
A:  Let us pray: 
C:  Creator God, 
       in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 
       and the harvest is plentiful. 
       Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth 
       and our labor, 
       that we may work for the good of all; 
       through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
       Amen 
 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal 
your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in 
majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your 
eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
P:   Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
       heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
       In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
       who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
       who preached good news to the poor, 
       and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
                  

       In the night in which he was betrayed, 
       our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,  
       and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
       Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
       Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

       Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
       and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
       This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
       shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
       Do this for the remembrance of me. 
                 

       Remembering, therefore,  
       his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
       we await his coming in glory. 
 

       Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
       and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
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       the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
       to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
       be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

     Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 
      Give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses,  

     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  

      For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
      forever and ever. Amen 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P:  The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Sit 
COMMUNION 
All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing.  Please 
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they 
say these words to each communicant:  

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
The communicant may say: Amen 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMN             
Now We Join in Celebration ................................................................. LBW 203 
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Stand 
 

 

 

 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
      keep you in his grace.   
C:  Amen 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A:  Let us pray. 
  

      Mothering God, 
       you gathered us to your table 
       and we drank deeply of your grace. 
       Send us out by your Spirit 
       to love our neighbors as ourselves 
       and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
C:  Amen 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

P:  The love of God abound in you; 
       the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
       and the life of the Spirit 

      ☩ bless you and give you peace. 

C:  Amen 
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SENDING HYMN             
Holy God, We Praise Your Name ................................................ LBW 535 
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IN BLESSED MEMORY 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
Judge and Mrs. H. W. Whitehead, Mr. and Mrs. William Mansel, Mrs. George L. 
Stearns and Eleanor Stearns and Henry Perciballi by their family. 

 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
A:  Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

 

 

 

 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

25 

26 

27 

SERVICE ASSISTANTS 
Ushers: Carl Gee, Jody Fullmer, Dave and Rita Strickler, Jimmy Gardner 
Lay Assistant: Susan Bryan; Communion Assistant: Sherri Holtzman  
Acolyte: Weston Sherman; Altar Guild: Rita Strickler, Carol Winter  
Greeters/Presenters: Sherry Holtzman, Gary Hutchinson; Cantor: Bob 
Schweppenheiser 
Flower Delivery: Marilyn Winter 

Cantor: Alice Ravert (sophomore); Flower Delivery: Arch Watkins 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If 
you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name & 
information to a congregation member.  We hope to see you again. 
 

Food Pantry Needs: Our June 30-Day Pack the Pantry Challenge continues!  If 
you haven’t yet picked up your list, you can get one in the narthex on Sunday 
morning or from the church office during the week, or you can download one 
from our web site:https://messiahsouth.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/05/Pack-the-Pantry_2025.pd  Bring your filled 
bags to worship on June 29 so that we can celebrate together our 
offerings.  Monetary donations are welcomed any time of the year.  Please 
remember to write “food pantry” in the memo line if donating by check, or 
on the envelope if donating cash. Immediate Needs: In the meantime, we 
are out of or very low on 1-lb. bags of rice, egg noodles, cream of mushroom 
soup, and tomato soup.  If you are able to help provide any of these, please 
bring them to the office during the week or put them in the bin in the 
elevator alcove on Sunday. 
 

VBS – “Magnified” discovering the bigness of God in the smallest of things. 
Monday, June 23rd - Friday June 27th, 9:00 am – Noon. Walk-ins are 
welcome, but… you can help us plan if you register early. Please start 
saving your toilet paper rolls and 16 oz. Whipped Topping or margarine 
containers and lids.  Also needed are some artificial flower petals and leaves 
if you have any you no longer want.  There is a bin located outside the main 
floor elevator designated for your donated VBS items.   We're looking forward 
to another great year at VBS.  Thanks in advance.  Kathryn Pratt  
 
 
 

https://messiahsouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Pack-the-Pantry_2025.pd
https://messiahsouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Pack-the-Pantry_2025.pd
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Beyond the Known Limit 

Telescopes provide a whole new way to see the cosmos, and over the 
centuries since their invention, we have expanded our understanding of 
the known universe. For example, we keep increasing our estimate of 
just how many galaxies are out there. In another hundred years, that 
number will no doubt be even greater. Will we ever find a fixed 
boundary? 

We might view love as we do the universe. We might experience a limit 
to love today, but as we embrace the truth that God is love, we 
continually discover another truth: there is no limit to love. Jesus says all 
is contained in the two great commandments—love God, and love 
neighbor as self. 

On Pentecost, the church was given the profound gift of love by the Holy 
Spirit, flowing and very much alive. The church is encouraged to dive 
deep into that love, to experiment with and experience the reality of 
love, as shown to us by the God who created us. 

One practical way to know God’s love is to acknowledge there is so much 
more to learn about it. We allow for the possibility of infinity in how God 
expresses love, whether for the person we see in the mirror or for the 
person who angers us the most. 

The Trinity is often shown in ancient art as the Holy Triune gathered 
around a table in deep and honest conversation. This conversation 
began way before the beginning, continues in the present, and lives 
forevermore. The ancient art often offers the viewer a space in the holy 
circle for one more person. That “one more” is each one of us. 

When Jesus says, “I have many things to say to you” (John 16:12), we 
give thanks that at the holy table, the triune God invites us to sit together 
and then gifts us with all the time in the universe for each one of us to 
listen to the loving words God has to say. 
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