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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” visible to us, of
whom we are aware) is an essential component of good stewardship. It is in the sharing of
wealth that we avoid the snare of wealth. It is the one whom death could not hold—who

GATHERING

PRELUDE

Stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

(P): Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
our maker, our helper, and our keeper.

¥: Amen

(P): Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin

in the presence of God and of one another.
Kneel

(P): Merciful and loving God,

[¥: we are your stiff-necked people.
We trample on the needy.
We grumble about your grace to others.
We turn away from the poor.
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found.
Amen

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.

In the name of +F Jesus, your sins are forgiven!

(¥: Amen
Stand

GATHERING HYMN  Gather Us In

comes to us risen from the dead—who can free us from the death grip of greed.

: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the -earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the

Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the

Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to wus now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
firer . . of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

(P): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

¥: And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;

For you a - lone are the Ho-1ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

(P): Let us pray.
0 God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world.
Feed us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from
you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

(¥: Amen
sit
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WORD

FIRST READING: Amos 6:1a, 4-7

The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not for rejoicing but rather sorrow,
because God’s people have forgotten how to share their wealth with the poor. The wealthy will be the first to
go into exile when judgment comes.

(A: A Reading from Amos:

1aWoe to those who are at ease in Zion
and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria.

4Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory
and lounge on their couches
and eat lambs from the flock
and calves from the stall,
5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp
and like David improvise on instruments of music,
6 who drink wine from bowls
and anoint themselves with the finest oils
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!
7 Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile,
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.

(A]: The word of the Lord.
[@: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 146
The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it.
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The LORD gives jus -tice, the LORD gives jus-tice to those whoare op - pressed.
Sung responsively between the cantor and congregation.
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1 Hal- I lelujah!
Praise the LORD, | O my soul!
2] will praise the LORD as long | as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being.
3 Put not your | trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there | is no help.
4When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth,
and in that day | their thoughts perish. R
5
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5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help,
whose hope is in the | LORD their God;
6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them;
who Kkeeps promis- | es forever;
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who
hunger.
The LORD sets the | captive free.
8 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the Lorp lifts up those
who | are bowed down;
the LORD | loves the righteous.
9 The LORD cares | for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the
wicked.
10 The LORD shall | reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! R

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 6:6-19

Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its implications for daily life. His
priorities will be different from those of people who merely want to be rich.

(Al: A Reading from First Timothy:

6 Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with
contentment, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take
nothing out of it, 8 but if we have food and clothing, we will be content
with these. 9 But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are
trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into
ruin and destruction. 1 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil,
and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the
faith and pierced themselves with many pains.

11 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the
faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and for which
you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 In
the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who
in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge
you 14 to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the
manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will bring about at the
right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings
and Lord of lords. ¢ It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be
honor and eternal dominion. Amen.

6
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17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to

be haughty or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather
on God, who richly provides us with everything for our
enjoyment. 18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous,
and ready to share, 19 thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a
good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that
really is life.

(A The word of the Lord.
[@: Thanks be to God.

Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le - lu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia.

Cantor: You know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he
was rich, yet for your sakes he | became poor,* so that by his
poverty you might | become rich.

[@: Repeat the Alleluias

GOSPEL: Luke 16:19-31

Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away empty.” Jesus makes it
clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but is as old as Moses and the prophets.

(Pl The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
[@: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: 19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and
fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a
poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy
his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would
come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried away by
the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was
buried. 23 In Hades, where he was being tormented, he lifted up his eyes
and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called out,
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of
his finger in water and cool my tongue, for [ am in agony in these
flames.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime

7
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you received your good things and Lazarus in like manner evil things,
but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this,
between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who
might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross
from there to us.’ 27 He said, ‘Then [ beg you, father, to send him to my
father’s house 28 for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that
they will not also come into this place of torment.’ 29 Abraham replied,
‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30 He
said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to them,
they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the
dead.””

(P): The Gospel of the Lord.
[@: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON ...civmrsmssmsssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssassnsssssassssssssssssassnsss Janet Stroble, ALWL
Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY
Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life LBW 429
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2 In haunts of wretch-ed - ness and need, on shad - owed
3 From ten - der child-hood’s help - less - ness, from hu - man
4 The cup of wa - ter giv’n for you still holds  the
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self - ish strife, we hear your voice, O Son of Man.
lures of greed, we catch the vi - sion of your tears.
sor - row’s stress, your heart has nev - er known re - coil
tudes to view the strong com - pas - sion in your face.
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5 O Master, from the mountainside 6 Till all the world shall learn your love,
make haste to heal these hearts of pain;  and follow where your feet have trod;
among these restless throngs abide; till glorious from your heav’n above
oh, tread the city’s streets again; shall come the city of our God.

Text: Frank M. North, 1850-19335, alt.
Music: WALTON, W. Gardiner, Sacred Melodies, 1815

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A brief silence is held after the introduction.

(P): Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all
in need.

After each petition:

(P: God of Grace,

[@: receive our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

(P): We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend.

@: Amen

PEACE
(Pl The peace of Christ be with you always.
[@: And also with you.

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Peace be with you. R: Peace be with you
Sit

MEAL

OFFERING

The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared.

ANTHEM
Glory, Glory Hallelujah Ray Repp

Stand

OFFERTORY
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung
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seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life.

| 1NN

10



Messiah Lutheran Church

September 28, 2025

(') [——— 4
A — i E— il — I . — T
R@—‘—JU —| o ’ ’i ’D o0 g —o—
Gath-er the hopes and the dreams of all; u - nite them with the
n 1 1 [e——
(D7 4 | I I i I P J | iﬁ i | ]
l:#! - 11 i . ¢ o - Ld—_‘—t‘
ry) r — '
prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta - ble with your
i Q . [ " T T 1) T T |
o r—a—4 il o e —— il ] —— i |
L \J/ I e e | b < > .I I ':I . Il |
pres- ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERING PRAYER
(Al: Let us pray.
[¥: Lord of the harvest,
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.
Multiply what we have gathered
to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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P Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1l, ho - 1ly, ho - 1ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho- san - na in the high - est
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

(Pl Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

12



Messiah Lutheran Church September 28, 2025

Remembering, therefore,

his death, resurrection, and ascension,

we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

[@: Amen

LORD'’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

(P): Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.
[¥: Thanks be to God.
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world; have mer- cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a- way  the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
COMMUNION

All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing. Please
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they
say these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen

o
TR

COMMUNION HYMN
For the Bread Which You Have Broken versernneee LBW 200
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1 For the bread which you have bro - ken, for the wine which you have poured,
2 By this prom-ise that you love us, by your gift of peace re - stored,
3 With the saints who now a - dore you, seat-ed at the heav’n-ly board,
4 In  your ser - vice, Lord, de-fend us; in our hearts keep watch and ward;
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for the words which you have spo - ken, now we give you thanks, O Lord.
by your call to heav’n a-bove us, hal-low all our lives, O Lord.
may the church still wait - ing for you keep love’s tie  un - bro - ken, Lord.
in the world to which you send us let your king-dom come, O Lord.
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Text: Louis E Benson, 1855-1930, alt.
Music: OMNI DIE, Gross Catolisch Gesangbuch, Niirnberg, 1631; arr. William Smith Rockstro, 1823-1895
Text © Robert F. Jefferys Jr.

Stand

(P): The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

¥: Amen
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

(Al: Let us pray.
0 God,
through this meal you have strengthened us
and appointed us to be your servants.
Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

@: Amen

SENDING

BLESSING
(P): The God of righteousness,
who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,
who sets the prisoners free,
+ bless you now and forever.
¥: Amen
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SENDING HYMN
Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service LBW 423
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2 Sull your chil-dren wan-der home - less; Stll the hun-gry cry for bread;
3 A we wor-ship, grant us  vi - sion, Tull your love’s re - veal-ing light
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-vants, bring the wor -ship Not  of voice a - lone, but heart;

As vyou, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion Healed the sick and freed the soul,
Mak-ing known the needsand bur - dens Your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
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Con-se-crat - ing to your pur - pose Ev -'ry gft which you im - part,
By yourSpir - it sendyour pow - er To ourworld to make it whole.
Stir-ring us to ar-dent ser - vice, Your a-bun-dant life 1o share.
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(A: Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
[@: Thanks be to God.
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SERVICE ASSISTANTS
Ushers: Mike Larson, Brian Bair. Al Cole, Sally Congdon, Kim Brofee
Lay Assistant: Georgette Copp; Communion Assistant: Rhonda Koch;
Acolyte: Doriann Morris; Altar Guild: Rita Strickler, Carol Winter;
Greeter/Presenter: Pam Eveleth; Cantor: Bob Schweppenheiser; Flower
Delivery: Susan Bryan

IN BLESSED MEMORY
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Gladys Reigel Batey by her daughters. Evelyn, Merry and Penny.
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory
of Dorothy and Gordan Ritter by their daughter Deborah Leonard and
family

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If
you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name &
information to a congregation member. We hope to see you again.

This morning we welcome Janet Stroble, an Authorized Lay Worship
Leader (ALWL) of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Janet has received
extensive training so as to provide worship leadership and preaching, and
has been authorized by the bishop of the synod to preside at the Eucharist.

MLP Gift Card Bingo is Saturday, October 25 at 11:30 am. Presale tickets are
$20 and at the door $25. Tickets will be available, before and after each service in
the Narthex on these dates: Tickets are now available this Sunday, September
28" before and after worship or anytime in the church office.

Bible Study and fellowship will continues on Wednesday's, at 6:30 pm. All
are welcome!

Harvest Home is Sunday, October 5, 2025. Worshippers will be invited to bring
forward their gifts of canned goods, boxes of pasta, or monetary offerings for the
hungry during the singing of the Hymn of Praise. Donations of fresh produce
(pumpkins, potatoes, apples, squash, etc.), cornstalks and gourds to use in
decorating are very much needed. All perishable items may be dropped off at the
church office any time Thursday-Friday, October 2-3, or you may bring the day of
the set-up on Saturday, October 4, at 10:00 am.

Blanket Sunday: Donated blankets and quilts will be distributed by Lutheran
World Relief. Please place clean blankets or quilts in the gray bin located in the
elevator entrance no later than October 5. Monetary gifts may be placed in an
envelope on which you mark “Blankets.” Checks should be made payable to
“Messiah Lutheran Church.” These monetary gifts also will be received during
the singing of the Hymn of Praise.
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A Tale of Two Worlds

The only thing the rich man and Lazarus have in common is that they
both have died. Death, after all, doesn’t respect income. We can imagine
that Lazarus succumbed to his hunger and the rich man perhaps
choked on his own abundance. But despite their differing statuses on
earth, it is poor Lazarus who gets a first-class ticket to the loving
embrace of father Abraham.

The rich man, stripped of his money, prestige, and influence, is flung
down into the filth and rot he had long avoided in life. The rich man’s
failure was not that he had money, owned possessions, or enjoyed a
good meal; it was that he was not attentive to the suffering at his
doorstep. And when he did at last see Lazarus—finally acknowledging
his existence—all he could think about was himself.

Through this provocative story, Jesus is teaching his disciples and us to
pay attention to the needs of the people around us. He is urging us to
look and see Lazarus in our own world.

Who is Lazarus among us? Who are the hungry people at our own
doorstep? Who are the ones we can name but perhaps cannot see?
They might be a person with no reliable shelter or food, someone of a
different race or religion, or a neighbor alone and lonely. They may
even be a rich individual with all the means in the world but no real
substance. What would our world look like if we truly acknowledged
and embraced them?

When we recognize and serve the Lazaruses of our world, we not only
extend compassion; we also encounter Jesus. His healing presence is in
the midst of human suffering. Once we start looking for Lazarus, we
start finding Jesus too.
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