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13™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s
request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by
the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in
remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to “choose life”—to choose
life in God as our own.

GATHERING

PRELUDE

Stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

(P): Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
our maker, our helper, and our keeper.

¥: Amen

(P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin

in the presence of God and of one another.
Kneel

(P): Merciful and loving God,

[¥: we are your stiff-necked people.
We trample on the needy.
We grumble about your grace to others.
We turn away from the poor.
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found.
Amen

(P): Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.

In the name of *F Jesus, your sins are forgiven!

¥: Amen
Stand

GATHERING HYMN All My Hope on God is Founded

1 All my hope on God is founded
who will all my trust renew,
who through change and chance will guide me,
only good and only true.
God unknown, God alone,
call my heart to be thine own.




Messiah Lutheran Church September 7, 2025
2 Mortal pride and earthly glory,

sword and crown betray our trust;

what with care and toil we fashion,

tow'r and temple, fall to dust.

But thy pow'r, hour by hour,

is my temple and my tow'r.

3 Great thy goodness, e'er enduring;
deep thy wisdom, passing thought;
splendor, light, and life attend thee,
beauty springing out of naught.
Evermore from thy store
newborn worlds rise and adore.

4 Still from earth to God eternal
sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praises praising
for the gift of God's own Son.
Christ doth call one and all:
ye who follow shall not fall.

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; para. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

(P): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

¥: And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav -en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.



Messiah Lutheran Church September 7, 2025

8] J— [e————

G Tl s | TS s e e s
J » : |
Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
[ Q | — | | | I | | 4 | | ]
| I | l—"1 | ] e N | " | |
E— — | K
| & 1 13
J g s
you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
0N pr—— I~ , .
1 — | | | | | | I f I N 1 | I ]
| | | | & 1) | I |
—
5 o —
you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: Te - ceive our prayer.
0 — —
For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
N g [om— J—
Fa e e ————
| Ea==t== T s | o]
J ) | — [— L

you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,

in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

(P): Let us pray.

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in
all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your
holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

¥: Amen

Sit

WORD

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors. In this passage,
he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying the LORD; or choose death by
following other gods.

(A): A Reading from Deuteronomy:

15 “See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death and

adversity. ¢ If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I

am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his

ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then

you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless
4
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you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns
away and you do not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods
and serve them, 18] declare to you today that you shall certainly perish;
you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to
enter and possess. 191 call heaven and earth to witness against you today
that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life
so that you and your descendants may live, 2 loving the LORD your God,
obeying him, and holding fast to him, for that means life to you and
length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to
give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

(A): The word of the Lord.
[@: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 1
The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it.
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They are like trees plant - ed by streams of wa - ter.
Sung responsively between the cantor and congregation.
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1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful!
2 Their delight is in the law | of the LORD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night. R

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due
season, with leaves that | do not wither;
everything they | do shall prosper.

4]t is not so | with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind | blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous.

6 For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. R
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SECOND READING: Philemon 1-21

Onesimus, a new Christian and a man enslaved by Philemon, has helped Paul, who is in prison. Paul writes
this letter to his friend Philemon to encourage him to receive Onesimus, upon his return, as a sibling in
Christ.

(Al: A Reading from Philemon:

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To our beloved coworker Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to our
fellow soldier Archippus, and to the church in your house:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

4] thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, 5> because
[ hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord
Jesus. 61 pray that the partnership of your faith may become effective as
you comprehend all the good that we share in Christ. 7 [ have indeed
received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the
hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.

8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to
command you to do the right thing, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on
the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man and now also as a
prisoner of Christ Jesus. 191 am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus,
whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 1 Formerly he
was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. 2] am
sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 131 wanted to keep him
with me so that he might minister to me in your place during my
imprisonment for the gospel, *but I preferred to do nothing without
your consent in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not
something forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from
you for a while, so that you might have him back for the long term, 6 no
longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to
me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would
welcome me. 18 [f he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything,
charge that to me. 191, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will
repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 20 Yes,
brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart
in Christ. 2t Confident of your obedience, [ am writing to you, knowing
that you will do even more than I ask.

(Al: The word of the Lord.
[@: Thanks be to God.
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Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Cantor: Let your face shine up- | on your servant,* and teach | me your
statutes.
[@: Repeat the Alleluias

GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33

Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the outset that
completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other allegiances.

(P:: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 14t chapter.
[@: Glory to you, O Lord.

25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said
to them, 26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife
and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my
disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit
down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete
it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all
who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, “This fellow began to build and
was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to wage war against
another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten
thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty
thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is still far away, he sends a
delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can
become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”

(P: The Gospel of the Lord.
[@: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON ...coimiumsmmmsssmsmsmsmsmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasasasasses Ray Huff, ALWL

Stand
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus LBW 487
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1 Let us ev-er walk with Je-sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
2 Let us suf-fer here with Je -sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
3 Let us glad-ly die with Je - sus. Since by death he con-quered death,
4 Let us al-so live with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead
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through a world that would de-ceive us and to sin our spir-its lure.
Joy  will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he is there is no loss.
he will free us from de-struc-tion, give to us im- mor-tal breath.
that to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus,since you are our head,
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On - ward in his foot-steps tread-ing, pil - grims here, our home a - bove,
Though to - day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les - tial joy:
Let us mor - ti - fy all pas-sion that would lead us in - to sin;
we are your own liv - ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
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full of faith and hope and love, let us do our Fa- ther’s bid-ding.
all dis-com-forts that an - noy shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.
then by grace we all may win  un - told fruits of his cre - a - tion.
in your pres-ence con - stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er.
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Faith-ful Lord, with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here 1 share your woe; help me there your joy to know.
Je - sus, un - to you I die, there to live with you on high.
Je - sus, if I faith - ful be, life e - ter - nal grant to me.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626—-1681: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978
Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN, Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A brief'silence is held after the introduction.

(P: Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all
in need.

After each petition:

(P:: God of Grace,

[@: receive our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

(P): We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend.

[¥: Amen

PEACE
(P): The peace of Christ be with you always.
[@: And also with you.

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Peace be with you. R: Peace be with you

Sit
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MEAL
OFFERING
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared.
Anthem
Eat This Bread Mark Barnard
Stand
OFFERTORY
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung
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pres- ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.
OFFERING PRAYER

(Al: Let us pray.
[89: Lord of the harvest,
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.
Multiply what we have gathered
to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

10
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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® Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho- san - na in the high - est

11
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

(P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
[¥: Amen

12
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

(P): Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.
[¥: Thanks be to God.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
COMMUNION

All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing. Please
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they
say these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen

13
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COMMUNION HYMN

0 Jesus, I have Promised LBW 503
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1 O Je - sus, 1 have prom-ised to serve you to the end;

2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.

3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in ac - cents clear and still

(0] Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas-ter and my fr]end
1 see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I  hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
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1 shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, 1 have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.

but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.
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Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693
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Stand

(P}: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
@: Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

(A]: Let us pray.
0 God,
through this meal you have strengthened us
and appointed us to be your servants.
Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

¥: Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

(P): The God of righteousness,
who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,
who sets the prisoners free,

+ bless you now and forever.
¥: Amen

SENDING HYMN Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways
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1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways to keep his stat-utes still!
2 Or - der my foot-steps by your word and make my heart sin - cere;
3 As - sist my soul, too apt to stray, a strict-er watch to keep;
4 Make me to walk in your com-mands,’tis a de-light-ful road;
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Oh, that my God would grant me grace to know and do his  will!
let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, but keep my con-science clear.
and should I e’er for - get your way, re - store your wan-d’ring sheep.
nor let my head or heart or hands of - fend a-gainst my God.
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt. 15
Music: EVAN, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870
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DISMISSAL

(Al: Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
¥: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

SERVICE ASSISTANTS
Ushers: Mike Larson, Brian Bair, Al Cole, Sally Congdon, and Kim Brofee
Lay Assistant: Janet Stroble; Communion Assistant: Georgette Copp
Acolyte: Weston Sherman; Altar Guild: Jody Fullmer, Jeanie Bower;
Greeters/Presenters: Paul Weaver, Jean Weaver
Cantor: Virginia Amme; Flower Delivery: Jody Fullmer

IN BLESSED MEMORY
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Sam Hessert’s 84th birthday on September 13, by his wife Carol and family.
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Roland Weaver on the anniversary of his 87t birthday, September 8, with
love from his wife Jean and family.
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in honor of Mary
Ellen Rosenbaum's birthday on Sept 4th, with love from her husband and
family.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If
you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name &
information to a congregation member. We hope to see you again.

This morning we welcome Ray Huff, an Authorized Lay Worship Leader
(ALWL) of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Ray has received extensive
training so as to provide worship leadership and preaching.

Messiah's Women of the ELCA are once again asking for "good used shoes"
for SOLES4SQULS ... shoes for children and adults. The campaign runs
from August 13 thru September 14 with a goal of collecting 200 pairs of
shoes. Please put your donations in the blue bin. Children's shoes are
especially needed ... wearing shoes enables a child to attend school in a Third
World country.

Please join us for our Welcome Back Picnic this morning after worship in
Shaheen Hall. This year we will be recognizing all of our volunteers with in
the church. How many volunteers are there? Come to the picnic and see for
yourself.

(continued on next page)




(announcements cont.)

Save the Date! Saturday, September 27, 5:00 p.m. - Pack-A-Sack Event

This is when we finally see all the work we have done come to fruition. Members of
the congregation, those who attended Bible School, and friends are invited to join us
for a pizza supper and to pack the bags assembly-line style. All ages may take part,
but we ask that anyone under grade 3 be accompanied/supervised by an adult.
Watch for a sign-up sheet in the narthex soon. We are really going to need all hands
on deck this year - plan now to join the fun!

Preschool Mums Fundraiser! It’s time to order your fall mums. This is our
Sixth year working with the Potting Bench for our Mums Fundraiser and the
mums have been beautiful! The $10 tickets for the mums will be available
the next few Sundays after worship in the Narthex or church office. For more
information, contact Linda Miller at 570-326-5405. You will be able to take
your tickets to the Potting Bench at 324 Matthews Blvd. in S. Williamsport
and choose your very own 9-inch potted mum(s). THANK YOU for your
support!

A Confirmation Class for students in eighth grade or higher is being
organized for the fall term through Pentecost Sunday of next year. Class
will be held on Sunday mornings from 8:30 to 9:20. Parents whose
students might be interested should contact the church office.
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What Is Most Important

When someone comes to be baptized, they are often joined by family and
friends who gather around the font and promise to love and support them
as they grow in the faith. In the baptismal waters, God does something
wonderful and profound: God connects us with Christ’s saving grace. In
this moment we are made part of a new community that flows from God’s
incredible love.

How dissonant it is to read Jesus’ words from Luke’s gospel today with
this sort of an occasion in mind. “Whoever comes to me and does not hate
father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even
life itself, cannot be my disciple” (14:26). How can hating family be a
faithful response to God’s divine grace and love? How can this be the way
to live into the baptismal promises of love and care?

We know that Jesus loves the whole world: every person, creature, and
molecule reverberates with God’s own heart. Scripture and sermons and
songs of the faith proclaim time and again: we all are recipients of God’s
love! And when we are baptized, we are unapologetically claimed as God'’s
beloved. Such belovedness is the very foundation of our identity in faith.

Perhaps we can take Jesus’ words here seriously without taking them
literally: Christ’s love for us is more important than even our closest ties
to friends, family, or chosen family. Christ’s love is more important than
any paycheck we receive or how much cash we keep in our pockets. Jesus
prioritizes life-changing love over all other loyalties we might have. When
we are baptized, our lives are grounded in this countercultural
compassion, justice, and care. Our relationship with God may indeed
strain some of our other relationships, but perhaps it is exactly the sort of
love that renews our hearts and truly transforms our world.
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