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 CHRIST THE KING  23 
Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic 24 
fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly 25 
contradictory that a king should be crucified with a criminal. This victory appears for all 26 
the world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus opens the door to 27 
paradise. 28 
 29 

GATHERING 30 
 31 
PRELUDE   32 
 33 
Stand 34 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  35 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 36 
       who forgives all our sin, 37 
       whose mercy endures forever. 38 

C:  Amen. 39 
 40 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 41 
       and of one another. 42 
  43 
Kneel  44 
P:  Faithful God, 45 
C:  you have shown us the ways of your heart, 46 
       yet we stray from your paths. 47 
       We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression 48 
       and do not embrace the freedom 49 
       of your faithful promises. 50 
       We ignore our neighbors. 51 
       We exploit the earth. 52 
       We reject your abundance, 53 
       trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. 54 
       Repair our relationships, 55 
       restore what we have broken, 56 
       renew our hearts, 57 
       and bring us to new life. 58 
       Amen. 59 
 60 
P:  Hear the good news: 61 
       God the Faithful One loves you, 62 

       ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, 63 
       and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 64 
C:  Amen. 65 
 66 
Stand 67 
 68 
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The Congregation turns to follow the processional cross. 69 
GATHERING HYMN        Crown Him with Many Crowns 70 
 71 
 72 
 73 
 74 

 75 

 76 

 77 

 78 

 79 

 80 

 81 
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 108 

 109 

 110 

 111 

 112 

 113 

 114 

 115 

 116 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 117 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 118 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 119 
C: And also with you. 120 
 121 
HYMN OF PRAISE 122 
 123 
 124 

 125 

 126 

 127 

 128 

 129 

 130 

 131 

 132 

 133 

 134 

 135 

 136 

 137 

 138 

 139 

 140 

 141 

 142 

 143 

 144 

 145 



Messiah Lutheran Church                                                November 25, 2025  

5 
 

 146 

 147 

 148 

 149 

 150 
 151 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 152 
P:  Let us pray. 153 
       O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending 154 
       joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great 155 
       glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation 156 
       for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 157 
       lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 158 
C:  Amen 159 
Sit 160 

WORD 161 
 162 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6 163 
Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s 164 
unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will raise up a new 165 
and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah. 166 
A:  A Reading from Jeremiah: 167 
 168 
           1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! 169 
       says the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 170 
       concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have 171 
       scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have not 172 
       attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says 173 
       the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all 174 
       the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their 175 
       fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds 176 
       over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be 177 
       dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 178 
 179 
         5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for 180 
       David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and 181 
       shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah 182 
       will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which 183 
       he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 184 
 185 
A:  The word of the Lord. 186 
C:  Thanks be to God.  187 
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PSALM: Psalm 46 188 
The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it. 189 
 190 
 191 
 192 
 193 
 194 
 195 
Sung responsively between the cantor and congregation. 196 
 197 

 198 
 199 
 200 
      1 God is our ref- | uge and strength, 201 
  a very present | help in trouble. 202 
 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 203 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 204 
 3 though its waters | rage and foam, 205 
  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 206 
 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 207 
  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 208 
 5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 209 
  God shall help it at the | break of day. 210 
 6 The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 211 
  God speaks, and the earth | melts away. R 212 
 213 
 7 The LORD of | hosts is with us; 214 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 215 
 8 Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 216 
  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 217 
 9 behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 218 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields  219 
        with fire. 220 
 10 “Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 221 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 222 
 11 The LORD of | hosts is with us; 223 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. R 224 
 225 
 226 
 227 
 228 
 229 
 230 
 231 



Messiah Lutheran Church                                                November 25, 2025  

7 
 

SECOND READING: Colossians 1:11-20 232 
An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one who was 233 
present at creation and is eternally reigning with God. 234 
A:  A Reading from Colossians: 235 
 236 
           11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his 237 
       glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and patience, 238 
       joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in 239 
        the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the 240 
       power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved 241 
       Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 242 
 243 
    15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for 244 
       in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 245 
       invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 246 
       have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all 247 
       things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, 248 
       the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 249 
       might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness 250 
       of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to 251 
       reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 252 
       peace through the blood of his cross. 253 
 254 
A:  The word of the Lord. 255 
C:  Thanks be to God. 256 
 257 
 258 
Stand 259 
The Gospel is carried into the midst of the people as a reminder that Christ is present among us. Please face 260 
the processional cross. 261 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 262 

 263 

  264 

 265 

 266 
 267 
 268 
CANTOR: Blessed is the one who comes in the name | of the Lord. * Blessed 269 

                     is the coming kingdom of our an- | cestor David. 270 

C:  Repeat the Alleluias 271 
 272 
 273 

 274 

 275 
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GOSPEL: Luke 23:33-43 276 
Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that to be 277 
Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a despised sinner to 278 
paradise but puts his own death into God’s hands. 279 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter. 280 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 281 
 282 
            33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified 283 
        Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left.  284 
            34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 285 
       they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the 286 
       people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He 287 
       saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen 288 
       one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 289 
       wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!”  290 
       38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 291 
 292 
   39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and 293 
       saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other 294 
       rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 295 
       sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned 296 
       justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has 297 
       done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 298 
       come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be 299 
       with me in paradise.” 300 
 301 
P:   The Gospel of the Lord 302 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 303 
Sit 304 
 305 
SERMON ................................................................................... Janet Stroble, ALWL 306 
Stand 307 
 308 
HYMN OF THE DAY        O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us 309 
 310 
 311 

 312 

 313 

 314 

 315 

 316 

 317 

 318 

 319 
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NICENE CREED 357 

We believe in one God, 358 
the Father, the Almighty, 359 

maker of heaven and earth, 360 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 361 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 362 
the only Son of God, 363 
eternally begotten of the Father, 364 
God from God, Light from Light, 365 
true God from true God, 366 
begotten, not made, 367 
of one Being with the Father. 368 
Through him all things were made. 369 
For us and for our salvation 370 

he came down from heaven; 371 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 372 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 373 
and was made man. 374 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 375 
he suffered death and was buried. 376 
On the third day he rose again 377 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 378 
he ascended into heaven 379 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 380 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 381 

and his kingdom will have no end. 382 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 383 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 384 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 385 
He has spoken through the prophets. 386 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 387 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 388 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 389 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 390 
 391 

 392 

 393 

 394 

 395 

 396 



Messiah Lutheran Church                                                November 25, 2025  

11 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 397 
A brief silence is held after the introduction. 398 
P: Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, 399 
       and all who are in need. 400 
 401 
After each petition: 402 
P:  Hear us, O God. 403 
C:  Your mercy is great. 404 
 405 
The prayers conclude: 406 
P:  We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace 407 
        and unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 408 
C:  Amen 409 
 410 
PEACE 411 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 412 
C:  And also with you. 413 

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord. 414 
Peace be with you.  R: Peace be with you. 415 

Sit 416 
MEAL 417 

OFFERING 418 
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared. 419 
 420 
 421 
ANTHEM 422 
Christ is the King ......................................................................... Donald Busarow 423 
 424 
 425 
 426 
 427 
 428 
 429 
 430 
 431 
 432 
 433 
 434 
 435 
 436 
 437 
Stand 438 
 439 
 440 
OFFERTORY 441 
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung 442 

 443 

 444 
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 445 

 446 

 447 

 448 

 449 

 450 

 451 

 452 

 453 
 454 
OFFERING PRAYER 455 

A:  Let us pray: 456 
C:  God of healing and hope, 457 
       you bless those who are hungry, 458 
       promising to fill them with good things. 459 
       Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. 460 
       Nourish us with the abundance of your feast 461 
       and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, 462 
       now and forever. 463 
       Amen. 464 
 465 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 466 

 467 

 468 

 469 

 470 

 471 

 472 

 473 
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PREFACE 474 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 475 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 476 

Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 477 

glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 478 

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 479 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 480 

 481 

 482 

 483 

 484 

 485 

 486 

 487 

 488 

 489 

 490 

 491 
 492 
 493 
 494 
 495 
 496 
 497 
 498 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 499 
P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 500 
      heaven and earth are full of your glory. 501 
      in great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 502 
      who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 503 
      who preached good news to the poor, 504 
      and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 505 
  506 
      In the night in which he was betrayed, 507 
      our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 508 
      broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 509 
      Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 510 
      Do this for the remembrance of me. 511 
       512 
      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 513 
      and gave it for all to drink, saying: 514 
      This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 515 
      shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 516 
             Do this for the remembrance of me.  517 
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      Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 518 
      we await his coming in glory. 519 
      520 
      Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 521 
      and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 522 
      the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 523 
      to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 524 
      be all honor and glory, now and forever. 525 
C:  Amen 526 
 527 
LORD’S PRAYER 528 

     Our Father, who art in heaven, 529 
     hallowed be thy name, 530 
     thy kingdom come, 531 
     thy will be done, 532 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 533 
      Give us this day our daily bread; 534 
      and forgive us our trespasses,  535 

     as we forgive those 536 
     who trespass against us; 537 

      and lead us not into temptation,  538 
     but deliver us from evil.  539 

      For thine is the kingdom, 540 
     and the power, and the glory, 541 
      forever and ever. Amen.  542 

 543 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 544 

P: There is a place for you at the table of God. 545 
       Come, receive the food that does not perish, 546 
       a taste of life eternal. 547 

C:  Thanks be to God.  548 
 549 
 550 
 551 
 552 
 553 
 554 
 555 
 556 
 557 
 558 
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 559 
 560 

 561 
Sit 562 
COMMUNION 563 
All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing.  Please 564 
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. 565 
As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:  566 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 567 
The communicant may say: Amen 568 

 569 
COMMUNION HYMN        Beautiful Savior 570 
 571 
 572 
 573 
 574 
 575 
 576 
 577 
 578 
 579 
 580 
 581 
 582 
 583 
 584 
 585 
 586 
 587 
 588 
 589 
 590 
 591 
 592 
 593 
 594 
 595 
 596 
 597 
 598 
 599 
 600 
 601 
 602 
 603 
 604 
 605 
 606 
 607 
 608 
 609 
 610 
 611 
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Stand 612 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 613 
 keep you in his grace.   614 
C:   Amen 615 
 616 
 617 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 618 
A:  Let us pray. 619         620 
       God of field and flower, wheat and grape, 621 
       you have nourished us with the bread of heaven 622 
       that gives life to the world. 623 
       Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, 624 
       send us out to gather your good gifts for all who 625 
       hunger and thirst, 626 
       and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. 627 
C:  Amen 628 
 629 
 630 

SENDING 631 
 632 

BLESSING 633 

P:  Let us pray. 634 
       The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, 635 
       God the Son save you, 636 
       and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. 637 

       The holy Trinity bless you ☩ 638 
       and grant you a faithful and courageous heart 639 
       now and forever. 640 
C:  Amen 641 
 642 
 643 
 644 

SENDING HYMN       The Head that Once Was Crowned 645 

 646 
 647 

 648 

 649 

 650 

 651 

 652 

 653 

 654 
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 655 

 656 

 657 

 658 

 659 

 660 

 661 

 662 

 663 

 664 

 665 

 666 

 667 

 668 

 669 

DISMISSAL 670 

A:  Go in peace. Share the harvest. 671 
C:  Thanks be to God.  672 
 673 
Please be seated for the congregational meeting. 674 

 675 

 676 

 677 

 678 

 679 

 680 

 681 

 682 

 683 

 684 

 685 
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 690 

SERVICE ASSISTANTS 

Ushers: Fred Harbaugh, Jean Nolan, Diana Rooker, Susan Christ, Greg 
Eckenrode; Lay Assistant: Carola Storrs; Comm. Assist.: Sherri 
Holtzman; Acolyte/Crucifer: Doriann Morris; Altar Guild: Sue 
Shoemaker, Yvonne Kaiser; Greeters/Comm. Presenters: Sue and 
Dennis Shoemaker; Cantor: Carol Waltz; Flower Delivery: Marilyn 
Winter 
 

IN BLESSED MEMORY 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God in honor and in loving 
memory of loved ones by David and Emily Bausinger.   
 

The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory 
of our son, Eric Bennett, by his parents, Cindy and Denny Bennett. 
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713 
714 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with 
us. If you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your 
name & information to a congregation member.  We hope to see you 
again. 
 

This morning we welcome Janet Stroble, an Authorized Lay Worship 
Leader (ALWL) of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Janet has received 
extensive training so as to provide worship leadership and preaching, 
and has been authorized by the bishop of the synod to preside at the 
Eucharist. 
 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held immediately 
following worship this morning. 
 

The Bible Study/ Fellowship is done for the fall session. We will 
return in January for our Winter Bible Study/Fellowship. Happy 
Holidays!                                                                 
 

NOW IS THE TIME…to put in your reservation for memorial 
Poinsettias.  Multiple bloom plants are being purchased, the cost per 
plant being $9.00.  Of course, many of these flowers are taken to 
homebound members of our congregation. PLEASE RETURN THE 
FORM BY MONDAY, December 8th.  Please call the church office with 
any questions. Thank you! 
 

December 7 is our Christmas Dinner, immediately following worship.  
Please sign-up by Wednesday, December 3. Sign-up sheets are in the 
Narthex or contact church office. Please give number of attendees. 
 

We will decorate the church on Sunday, December 21. VOLUNTEERS 
ARE NEEDED! Please sign-up on the sheet in the Narthex. Decorating 
needs are: lights on the tree in the Chancel; lights and Crismons on the 
tree in the East Portico; wreaths, garland & other lights hung in the 
church. Poinsettias will also be put out at the same time. 
 

It’s time to start practicing the music for the Christmas Eve 
services.  If you are not in the choir but would like to sing please join us 
on Thursday evenings at 7:00pm. We would love to see you! 
 

Soloists, instrumentalists or groups of people interested in playing 
an instrument or singing on Christmas Eve please contact Jared Gist at 
570-398-1674. Thank you! 
 

Please remember to turn in your Estimate of Giving Pledge Cards and 
Time and Talent forms. You may place them in the offering plate this 
morning or at the church office.  
 

continues 
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announcements continued 
 

Our Advent Kid's Event will be held on Saturday, December 6th from 
9 until noon.  Volunteers are needed.  Please contact Kathryn Pratt at 
570-244-6964 if you able to help.  Please prayerfully consider this 
opportunity to share God's presence with the children in our 
community.  Thank you, Kathryn 
 

White Gifts Ministry - The Angel Trees are up!  Each year, we 
provide Christmas gifts to families in need who are members of our 
congregation or whose names we get from the South Williamsport 
Area School District. Requested items are listed on angel tags which 
adorn the trees in the narthex.  If you’d like to help, please take as 
many tags as you’d like from the tree, purchase the needed item, and 
wrap the gift in white paper.  Gifts should be brought in and placed in 
the blue bin in the Chapel alcove by December 14.  Cash donations will 
also be accepted. 
 

Christmas Food Baskets:  Our holiday project to fill the baskets we 
give to families in need at Christmas time is now officially under way!  
Please see the Messenger for a list of food items we are collecting.  Cash 
donations will also be accepted.  All donations are needed no later than 
December 14. 
 

Christmas Basket recipients are now being identified. If you know 
someone who could benefit from receiving a Christmas basket, please 
contact the church office by Friday, December 5. Baskets will be 
ready for pick-up Saturday, December 20. 
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The Servant King 

Many congregations will sing a hymn this Sunday that declares, “Crown 
him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave and rose victorious in 
the strife for those he came to save” (ELW 855). This is an image of a 
conquering hero who fought Satan and won. Hail to the king! But that is 
not the king we are presented with in today’s gospel reading. Jesus is a 
broken, rejected man hanging naked in public shame, dying for a capital 
offense, sandwiched between two criminals. 

Many people struggle to think of Jesus as king because of the negative 
actions of historical kings. Kings have too often been men wielding 
power for their own gain, sitting on thrones upheld by patriarchy and 
wealth. Furthering this negative image are colonialism and the kings 
who issued decrees to ravage and control people in their native land. 
Neither is this the image of Christ the king in today’s reading. 

At Gonzaga University (Spokane, Washington), a focus on servant 
leadership is offered as a concentration in the master’s program in 
organizational leadership. Its focuses are forgiveness and restorative 
justice, listening and discerning, community-building, foresight and 
strategy, and transformational thinking. Doesn’t that sound a lot more 
like the leadership of Jesus? 

Perhaps we are reminded of the hard parts of Jesus’ journey to draw our 
attention to his purpose and the focus of his teachings. He wasn’t a 
conqueror, and he didn’t wield power for his own gain. He hung naked 
on the cross to be the ultimate servant leader. We claim Jesus as our king 
because of his servant leadership—his focus on forgiveness and 
restoration, building community, and thinking in transformational ways. 
Hail the servant king! 
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