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Calendar of Events ﬂ
Sunday, November 16 Wednesday, November 19
9:30 am Worship/Communion 6:30 pm Bible Study
10:30 am Coffee Hour
6:30 pm SW Little League Thursday, November 20
1:00 pm Back Pack Packing
Monday, November 17 6:30 pm Bell Choir
5:00 pm Sit Happens 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal
6:30 pm Executive Committee 7:30 pm NA
6:30 pm Missional Outreach
Friday, November 21
Tuesday, November 18 Saturday, November 22
7:00 pm WELCA

of the @ Messiah's Women of the ELCA will pack "Cookie Boxes" on
Wom EI.CA November for college students and military
personnel. PLEASE GIVE NAMES AND ADDRESSES to the Church
Office by November 11. We will also pack "Cookie Tins" for
Messiah's home-bound members and ask that the congregation help
to provide "sweet treats" (and some "non-sugar") to be brought to
the Church Kitchen on or before November 14 and marked "for WELCA".
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White Gifts Ministry at Messiah

This coming Sunday, November 16, kicks off our annual White Gifts ministry. White Gifts
have become an important and beloved tradition for the Messiah family. We aren’t 100%
certain exactly when it started in our congregation, but as far as we can tell, this is our 36
year providing white gifts for children in need in our community. However, the white gifts
tradition itself has actually been around quite a while longer, and is observed in many
churches across several different denominations.

Legends abound as to how the tradition of wrapping gifts in white got started, and as with
any story that has not been officially written down, there are many variations. Most of them
agree that it was inspired by an ancient Chinese tradition. Gifts from the people were given
to the king during a festival known as the “White Feast,” each wrapped in white so that
they all looked the same. This ensured that no gift was valued above another and all were
welcomed equally by the king.

The roots of the white gifts observances within Christian congregations began with the
wife of a Methodist minister in Ohio in 1904. Seeking a way to help children in need in
the community while at the same time teaching the Sunday School children about humility,
she found her inspiration in this Chinese celebration. Wrapping the gifts in white shifted
the focus from the value of the gift to the reason for giving the gift — to celebrate the birth
of our King by giving our gifts to those He loves.

The reasons behind the origin of the White Gifts tradition hold special significance for us
today. The uniformity of the gifts reminds us that we are all one in the mission to assure
that the needs of the less fortunate are not forgotten while white signifies the joy of giving
to others. Mary expressed this very joy in the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55) — that God sees
the needs of His people — when she states, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit
rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant” and that
“he has filled the hungry with good things.” Poverty may be obvious at times, but there
are many instances in which poverty goes unnoticed. The church continues to play a vital
role in asserting that unseen needs are not forgotten.

The greatest gift ever known to man was the gift from God of His only begotten Son.
This Christmas, may the emphasis of our giving be a response to the gracious gifts of
God as we share Love, Joy, Hope and Peace with a waiting world. ~ Kathy Wither
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Sunday, November 16, 2025

SERVICE ASSISTANTS
Ushers: Fred Harbaugh, Jean Nolan, Diana Rooker, Susan Christ, Greg Eckenrode
Lay Assistant: Georgette Copp; Comm. Assist.: Rhonda Koch; Acolyte: Dylan Sherman
Altar Guild: Jody Fullmer, Jeannie Bower; Greeters/Presenters: Al Cole, Judy Berfield
Cantor: Bob Schweppenheiser; Flower Delivery: Cindy Bennett

Sunday, November 9: Attendance: 122; Online: 8; Offering: $5,575.20

IN BLESSED MEMORY
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Bill Miller, a
loving father, grandfather and husband, with love from Michael, Nathan, Tammy, David,
Nathaniel and Linda.
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Richard and
Dorothy Yeager, by their daughter and son-in-law, Janet and Stosh Wisniewski and
grandchildren, Kyle and Jenna.

BIBLE READINGS
Sunday, November 16: Malachi 4:1-2a; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19
Monday, November 17: Psalm 141; Ezekiel 11:14-25; Ephesians 4:25-5:2
Tuesday, November 18: Psalm 141; Ezekiel 39:21-40:4; 1 Corinthians10:23-11:1
Wednesday, November 19: Psalm 141; Ezekiel 43:1-12; Matthew 23:37-24:14
Thursday, November 20: Psalm 46; 2 Chronicles 18:12-22; Hebrews 9:23-28
Friday, November 21: Psalm 46; Zechariah 11:1-17; 1 Peter 1:3-9
Saturday, November 22: Psalm 46; Jeremiah 22:18-30; Luke 18:15-17

Presiding over our worship this Sunday, November 16, will be Pastor LeCrone.

Pastoral Care Number: Please call (570) 326-9171. (Available 24 hours a day) During
Wolehie work hours office staff will assist you. After hours, please press "3" for a Pastoral

;egzﬁlgfct Emergency to be connected directly to the Pastor.

Please contact the church office if you or a family member are in the
hospital or are ill. Pastor Jeff LeCrone is available for visits or phone calls (see
contact information above.) The office will also contact our prayer chain leaders :
so that your fellow church members may pray to help you be restored to N ™
wellness. Prayer is a powerful healer!

M Pastoral
Care

Articles for the Messenger and Bulletin are due in the office by Monday at noon

A NOTE OF

Thank yow for the flowers, cards and visitations. I also-would
\ like to-thank Kathy Wither for all her help.
Love; Betty Fenustermacher




The Library Corner
V|s|1 our  Children - Let's Celebrate God's Blessings on Thanksgiving - On
=7 the first Thanksgiving, the Pilgrims ate good food with friends and
family, played games and thanked God for all their blessings. And so
do we! This book is in our Other Holidays section of the library.

Adult - Ideals Thanksgiving - We have two different books that share
stories, poems, a recipe and even a craft for fall and highlighting Thanksgiving. A
wonderful way to reminisce and look forward. Great book to share with all ages.
Book is in the Other Holiday Section of our library.

. Official Notice is hereby given of the Annual Congregation Meeting
¢ to be held on Sunday, November 23. This meeting will be held
= immediately after worship. Please plan on attending.

The nominees for Congregation Council 2026 are Jimmy Gardner,
R4 Lauren Russell and Rhonda Koch. No nominations will be accepted
from the ﬂoor of the annual meeting on November 23. Thank you.

5‘;@{% Please join us for Bible Study and fellowship on Wednesday evenings at
T 6:30 pm. All are welcome!

e Sunday, November 16 we will have a coffee hour immediately following
1t worship to honor our Veterans. Please join us in Shaheen Hall.

Soloists, instrumentalists or groups of people interested in playing an instrument
or singing on Christmas Eve please contact Jared Gist at 570-447-7335. Thank you!

Mark your Calendars- Congreggational Christmas ®inngr will be Sunday,
December 7th immediately following worship. More details to come.

You should consider being part of next year’s Synod Assembly! The
assembly gives Lutherans in Central PA a chance to see what's up in the
church in our area. Voting members from each congregation will need to be
identified by mid-February. Serve your church by being part of next year’s
event! Talk to a council member about being your congregation’s

Eucharistic Ministers will be sent out this Sunday, November 16t Please
let the office know if you are not available to take communion. If anyone is
homebound, can’t get to church and would like to receive communion
please notlfy the church office at 570-326-9171.




White Gifts ~ The Angel Trees will be up this Sunday, November 16.

My
Ny

Here’s how it works: The angel tags on the trees list gift wishes/suggestions

for each child. If you wish to purchase a gift, take a tag from the tree and

purchase the desired gift. Wrap it in plain white paper and securely attach

angel tree o the angel tag to the gift. It is also helpful to write the number/letter code of

the tag on the gift so that we can get it to the right child in the event the tag

should inadvertently come off. Bring the wrapped gift in and place it in the blue bin in the

Chapel alcove. Please do not put gifts in the Chapel. Volunteers will sort the gifts. All

gifts are due no later than Sunday, December 14 so that we can prepare them for
distribution the following Saturday.

Cash donations are cheerfully accepted! Don’t like to shop, or unsure exactly what to
get? We’ll do the shopping for you! Monetary donations can be sealed in an envelope
marked “White Gifts” and placed in the offering plate during worship, or you may send
them to the church office. Checks are to be made out to Messiah Lutheran Church with
“White Gifts” written in the memo line. All cash donations are needed by December 14.

Questions? Text/call Kathy Wither (570) 651-2802 or Jeanette Green (570) 916-7500.
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Christmas Food Baskets: Our holiday project to fill the baskets we give to
families in need at Christmas time is now officially under way!

Christmas Basket recipients are now being identified. If you know someone
who could benefit from receiving a Christmas basket, please contact the church office by
Friday, December 5. The baskets will be ready for pick-up Saturday, December 20.

Donations of the following items are needed to fill the baskets: canned corn; canned
green beans,; canned yams; cranberry sauce; canned fruit (applesauce, peaches, pears, fruit
cocktail); pie crust mix, canned pumpkin, evaporated milk; canned gravy or gravy packets;
stove top stuffing; dessert mixes (cake, brownies, jello, pudding, etc.); cash donations.

Food items may be placed in the bin in the narthex on Sunday mornings or in the specially
marked bin in the elevator alcove during the week.

Monetary gifts are also needed for the purchase of perishable items. Please place your
gifts in an envelope marked “Christmas Baskets” and place it in the offering plate during
worship or mail to the church office. Checks are to be made out to Messiah Lutheran
Church with “Christmas Baskets” written in the memo line.

All donations are due no later than Sunday, December 14.
Thank you for opening your hearts to help those in need!



to take all of the tags for one child, or sometimes for two or more children in the same

family. If you would like to “adopt” a child by taking all of that child’s tags, please

contact one of our coordinators no later than Wednesday, November 12. This will make

it easier for us to set the tags aside before they are put on the tree. To reserve tags ahead of time,
please contact Kathy Wither (570) 651-2802 or Jeanette Green (570) 916-7500 talk or text.

A Special Request: We have a child with special needs who we would like someone to adopt, or
at least consider taking the wish suggestion for this child so that we can explain the situation.
Call Kathy for details.

w White Gifts Tag Requests: We often receive requests from individuals who wish

A Note Regarding Collection Bins for the time being: During the weeks that we are
‘[“ﬂ receiving White Gifts, collection bins have been temporarily rearranged as follows:

e White gifts are to be placed in the large blue bin in the alcove near the Chapel.

e Daniel’s Closet donations are to be placed in the gray bin in the elevator alcove (which
is normally used for Shepherd of the Streets).

e Shepherd of the Streets donations may be put in the box on the shelf above the coat rack
in the elevator alcove.

e Food pantry donations can be brought to the church office (preferred) or placed in the
bin in the elevator alcove.

e Christmas Food Basket donations may be placed in the bin in the narthex on Sunday
mornings or in the bin in the elevator alcove during the week.

All bins are clearly labeled to make it easy ... just follow the labels.
Thank you for your patience during this time!

Clothing for Daniel’s Closet is accepted year-round at Messiah.

As you clean out your drawers and closets to make room for new clothes,
please consider donating gently used clothing to enrich the lives others. The
Closet is also seeking donations of gently used nativity scenes which will be
given to children visiting the closet in December. Especially needed this time
of year: winter coats and boots. Clothing may be placed in the designated
bin in the elevator alcove at Messiah or brought to the office during
normal hours. Please avoid over-stuffing bags so that our volunteers are able to handle them.

Daniel’s Closet is a ministry of Redeemer Lutheran Church (Washington Blvd, Williamsport) which
offers a free clothing giveaway on the fourth Saturday of each month. All are invited to “shop” the
closet, regardless of need. Please take only what you can use.

The next Closet will be held on Saturday, November 22, 8:30-11:00 a.m.
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