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Calendar of Events

Sunday, November 30 Wednesday, December 3
9:30 am Worship/Communion
Thursday, December 4

Monday, December 1 1:00 pm Backpack Packing
6:30 pm Fellowship Committee 6:30 pm Bell Choir
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal
Tuesday, December 2 7:30 pm NA

7:00 pm Council Meeting
Friday, December 5

Saturday, December 6
9 am — 12 pm Kids Event

Our Annual Christmas dinner is Sunday, December 7 immediately
m following worship. Ham dinner with all the fixings will be the menu. Along
°°°°°°°°°°°°° e with the meal we will enjoy our games of Bingo. Please sign-up by

Wednesday, December 3. Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex or contact church office. Please
give number of attendees.
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KIDS EVENT

Saturdag, December 6, 2025 4+ O.00AM.-1200PM.
Age 4 through Grade 6

Teen Helpers welcome!

Come join us for a Christmas story, Christmas songs, activities,

and CHRISTMAS COOKIE BAKING!!

Well sample some, then include the rest in

in neecl.

Christmas Baskets delivered to area families !

For more info, please contact the Church Office at

the phone number above.
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Sunday, November 30, 2025

SERVICE ASSISTANTS
Ushers: Fred Harbaugh, Jean Nolan, Diana Rooker, Susan Christ, Greg Eckenrode
Lay Assistant: Janet Stroble; Comm. Assist.: Mary Schultz; Acolyte: Weston Sherman
Altar Guild:Vicki Bair, Doris Butt; Greeters/Presenters: Jean Weaver, Paul Weaver
Cantor: Dave Bausinger; Flower Delivery: Jody Fullmer

Sunday, November 23: Attendance: 96; Online: 11; Offering: $2,355.38

IN BLESSED MEMORY
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of loved ones.
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Nita and
Eugene Hamm by their daughter and son-in-law, Debra and James Walton.
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Andrea’s
father, William H. Dennis and David’s mother, Geraldine C. Turner by David and Andrea
Turner and children.
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of George R.
Weiskerger on the anniversary of his birthday, November 30t, by his family.

BIBLE READINGS
Sunday, November 30: Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44
Monday, December 1: Psalm 124; Genesis 8:1-19; Romans 6:1-11
Tuesday, December 2: Psalm 124; Genesis 9:1-17; Hebrews 11:32-40
Wednesday, December 3: Psalm 124; Isaiah 54:1-10; Matthew 24:23-35
Thursday, December 4: Psalm 72:1-7,18-19; Isaiah 4:2-6; Acts 1:12-17, 21-26
Friday, December 5: Psalm 72:1-7,18-19; Isaiah 30:19-26; Acts 13:16-25
Saturday, December 6: Psalm 72:1-7,18-19; Isaiah 40:1-11; John 1:19-28

Presiding over our worship this Sunday, November 30, will be Ray Huff, ALWL.
Pastoral Care Number: Please call (570) 326-9171. (Available 24 hours a day) During

wotemp | Work hours office staff will assist you. After hours, please press "3" for a Pastoral
Leaders | Emergency to be connected directly to the Pastor.

& Contact
Info

‘ Articles for the Messenger and Bulletin are due in the office by Monday at noon ‘

Advent Devotionals published by the Lutheran Hour Ministries are now
available in the Narthex.

The Church office will be closed on Thursday and Friday, November 27 and 28
for the Thanksgiving Holiday




The Library Corner
Visitour The Family Christmas Cookbook - Christmas is a wonderful,

7 o magical time of the year. Involving the whole family, especially
children, in traditions past or creating new ones increases the special
warmth felt during the season. This book brings the holiday spirit to

e your home. It not only offers recipes for tasty treats from around the
World but also stories and poems to celebrate the rich variety of Christmas
traditions worldwide.

Family Devotions Celebrate Jesus! at Christmas - These seasonal devotions
bring the family together to contemplate and celebrate the real reason for the
season. you and your family can discuss, interact and focus on Jesus through:
Scripture readings, familiar songs and hymns, devotional thoughts, the lighting of
the Advent Wreath. The devotions are appropriate for children ages 6-10.

ﬂ?yﬂ Soloists, instrumentalists or groups of people interested in playing an instrument

or singing on Christmas Eve please contact Jared Gist at 570-447-7335. Thank you!

POINSETFIA NOW IS THE TIME...to put in your reservation for memorial Poinsettias.
NG ORDERS Multiple bloom plants are being purchased. The cost per plant is $9.00. Of
4 course, many of these flowers are taken to homebound members of our
congregation.
PLEASE RETURN THE FORM BY MONDAY, December 8th. Please call the
church office with any questions. Thank you.

g - ~ It's time to start practicing the music for the Christmas Eve services. If you
w\Jw * are not in the choir but would like to sing please join us on Thursday evenings at
i Zrnas 7:00pm. We would love to see you!

For all the saints who can join us in singing praise to God:

The next Saints in Song Sunday will be the fourth Sunday in Advent, December 21.
* The anthem is easy to learn. Rehearsal will be after church on Sunday, December

‘e‘,;:g,' 14 and again on December 21 before worship at 8:45. If you like to sing, we hope

you will join us.

WELCA would like to thank everyone for donating cookie tins, cookies and treats
to fill and send to our homebound members and college students.

Thank yow to-everyone for youwr continvuwed prayers, cowds and
§ Uhecookies from WELCA. George and I really appreciate all yow
Kyour do-for us:

Have av blessed holiday,
Holly and George McKay
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White Gifts Ministry ~ Helpful Reminders

Clothing
o Circled items are the preferred style (for example, on an angel that says

sweater or shirt, if sweater is circled, that is what the child wears or needs anget troe oy
the most.)

o Favorite colors — these are just a suggestion; you do not have to buy that color.

e Socks: Refer to the size chart on the package which is based on shoe size.

Wish Items ~ Children were asked to provide several ideas in case a particular item is hard to find.
You only need to choose one, but you are welcome to buy more than one if you like. Please
do keep in mind that there may be one or more sibling in the family and others may not purchase
everything listed on the tag.

Baby “Sprinkle” ~ There are two newborns on our list this year, and extras of some of the
essential baby items are needed. Tags for these are on the mini tree. Please bring these items
in unwrapped and place them in the basket in the narthex. We will then divide them between
the two families who need them for their infants.

Cash donations are cheerfully accepted! Don’t like to shop, or unsure exactly what to get? We’ll
do the shopping for you!
e Monetary donations can be sealed in an envelope marked “White Gifts” and placed in the
offering plate during worship, or you may send them to the church office.
e Checks are to be made out to Messiah Lutheran Church with “White Gifts” written in the
memo line.
e Thrivent Members: Thrivent Dollars may be designated to the White Gifts Ministry.

WRAPPING THE GIFTS ~ VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION
o Wrap gifts in white paper.
¢ Attach the angel securely to the package.
o Tip: Please also write the ID letter/number on the package; this is added assurance in case
the tag becomes separated.
e Include a gift receipt whenever possible in case something does not fit.
Dates to Remember
Sunday, December 7: Last day to take tags from the trees
Sunday, December 14: Deadline to bring in gifts
Saturday, December 20:  Gift pick-up (help is needed to distribute gifts/food baskets)

Questions? Text/call Kathy Wither (570) 651-2802 or Jeanette Green (570) 916-7500.
Thank you so much for opening your hearts to those in need in our community!

WELCA

CHRISTMAS
PARTY

December 13 at 11:00 am WELCA will be having their Christmas Party
at Ruth Doran’s home, 77 Linvic Drive, Muncy. Please bring a dish to
share and 2-3 white gifts. Soup, barbecue, beverages and table service
will be provided.
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2o »  Christmas Food Baskets: Our holiday ministry to fill the baskets we give to
¥Ry families in need at Christmas time is now officially under way!

Christmas Basket recipients are now being identified. If you know someone who
could benefit from receiving a Christmas basket, please contact the church office
by Friday, December 5. The baskets will be ready for pick-up Saturday, December 20.

Donations of the following items are needed to fill the baskets: canned corn; canned green beans;
canned yams; cranberry sauce; canned fruit (applesauce, peaches, pears, fruit cocktail); pie crust
mix; canned pumpkin; evaporated milk; canned gravy or gravy packets; stove top stuffing; dessert
mixes (cake, brownies, jello, pudding, etc.); cash donations.

Food items may be placed in the bin in the narthex on Sunday mornings or in the specially marked
bin in the elevator alcove during the week.

Monetary gifts are also needed for the purchase of perishable items. Please place your gifts in an
envelope marked “Christmas Baskets” and place it in the offering plate during worship or mail to
the church office. Checks are to be made out to Messiah Lutheran Church with “Christmas
Baskets” written in the memo line.

e All donations are due no later than Sunday, December 14.
T H f“ Thank you for opening your hearts to help those in need!

Help is Needed to distribute gifts and food baskets on the morning of
| December 20. Please sign up in the narthex on Sunday mornings or text Kathy
L i at 570-651-2802 if you can help.
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$ <, Sunday, December 21 immediately following worship we will be decorating the
@ church. VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! Please sign-up on the sheet in the Narthex.
& Many hands make quick work. Please share your time and talents.

The congregation council members will be installed Sunday, December 29, during
) .r“f it 9 .~ worship. The members of council for 2026 are: Newly elected to
ifm

Deco,
yo1nh”

council is Lauren Russell. Re-elected members are Jimmy Gardner and
o . Rhonda Koch. Current members are Anita Bair, Alfred “Al” Cole, Jod
Installation . . . Jody |
., Fullmer, Craig Kropp, Joanie Jackson, Sylvia McCarty and Ronald “Ron
of council yeagle.

2024 CONGREGATION ELECTION RESULTS

Elected 2026 Congregation Council
Jimmy Gardener
Rhonda Koch
Lauren Russell

Elected 2026 Nominating Committee
Rita Strickler
Carl Gee
Gary Hutchinson
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