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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent 
and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching 
light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes 
all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when 
the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From 
the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ 
the kingdom of God has come near. 

GATHERING 
PRELUDE   
 

Stand 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
       whose home is heaven and earth, 
       whose salvation is sure. 
C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
       and of one another. 
Kneel  
P:  Long-expected God, 
C:  we confess that we look to ourselves 
       for the peace and security only you can provide. 
       We reach for swords and spears, 
       reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. 
       We become impatient while waiting 
       and weary of keeping awake.       

       Free us from self-reliance, 
       and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. 
       Increase our trust in God’s timing, 
       and awaken us to your advent among us, 
       that we may abound in the hope you have promised. 
       Amen. 
 

P:  God judges us not as we deserve, 
        but according to God’s own righteousness. 
      ☩ You are freed and forgiven, 
       saved by grace, 
       and ready to welcome the Savior. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Stand 
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GATHERING HYMN         
Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending .......................................... LBW 27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Messiah Lutheran Church                                                December 7, 2025 

4 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
       Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
       coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through 
       Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
       Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 
 
 

Sit 
LIGHTING OF THE WREATH 
A: We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown 
        that marks our days of preparation for Christ's advent. 
        As we light the first candle on this wreath, 
        rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord 
        when he comes with all the saints and angels. 
        Enlighten us with your grace, 
        and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. 
        Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
        whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 
C:   Amen 
 

 
ADVENT CHORAL VERSE   
As the second candle is lit, the choir sings the verse. 

 
 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). 
Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to 
harmony and peaceful coexistence. 
A:  A Reading from Isaiah: 
 

          1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
   2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
   3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 

   He shall not judge by what his eyes see 
    or decide by what his ears hear, 
   4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor 
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    and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; 
   he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
   5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist 
    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 

   6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; 
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
   the calf and the lion will feed together, 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
   7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
   8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
   9 They will not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
   for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
 

  10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
           nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

 

A:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm72:1-7, 18-19 
The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sung responsively between the cantor and congregation. 
 

 
             

  
  

 
 

       1 Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
 2 that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 
 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 4 Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. R 
 

 5 May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 
 6 Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 7 In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 
 18 Blessed are you, LORD God, the | God of Israel; 
  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
 19 And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen. R 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13 
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 
Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them 
into God’s family. 
 A:  A Reading from Romans: 
 

            4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, 
       so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we 
       might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement 
       grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 
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       Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 
       Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

   7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for 
       the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 
       circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm 
       the promises given to the ancestors 9 and that the gentiles might glorify 
       God for his mercy. As it is written, 
        “Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles 
         and sing praises to your name”; 
           10 and again he says, 
        “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”; 
           11 and again, 
        “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, 
        and let all the peoples praise him”; 
           12 and again Isaiah says, 
        “The root of Jesse shall come, 
         the one who rises to rule the gentiles; 
        in him the gentiles shall hope.” 
           13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
       you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

A:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

Stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

  

 
 
 

 

CANTOR: Prepare the way | of the Lord. * All flesh shall see the salva- | tion  
                   of God. 
C:  Repeat the Alleluias 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways and 
speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

                1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 
       Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
       near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
        “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
        ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
         make his paths straight.’ ” 
           4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 
       waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all 
       Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and 
       they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 
         7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
       his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
       flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of 
       repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
       Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
       raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of 
       the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut 
       down and thrown into the fire. 
          11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is 
       coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry 
       his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His 
       winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and 
       will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with 
       unquenchable fire.” 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
Sit 
SERMON ...........................................................................Pastor John McNassor 
 
 

 
Stand 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         
On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry .................................................LBW 36 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven;  
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 by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,  

                            and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living  
                              and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
                            and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A brief silence is held after the introduction. 
P:  In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting 
       your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

 

After each petition: 
P:  God of grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
 

The prayers conclude: 
P:  Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
       in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 
C:  Amen 
 

PEACE 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
Peace be with you.  R: Peace be with you. 

Sit 
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MEAL 
 

OFFERING 
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared. 
 

ANTHEM 
In the Silence, Wondrous Love ..................................Ruth Elaine Schram 
 
Stand 
OFFERTORY 
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A:  Let us pray: 
 

C:  Nourishing God, 
       you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 
       Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, 
       that we may rejoice and be for the world 
       signs of your kingdom come. 
C: Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted your people with the promise of the 
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when 
he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P:  Holy One, the beginning and the end,  
       the giver of life: 
       Blessed are you  for the birth of creation. 
       Blessed are you  in the darkness and in the light. 
       Blessed are you  for your promise to your people. 
       Blessed are you  in the prophets' hopes and dreams. 
       Blessed are you  for Mary's openness to your will. 
       Blessed are you  for your Son Jesus,  
       the Word made flesh. 
 

       In the night in which he was betrayed, 
       our Lord Jesus took bread,  
       and gave thanks; broke it,  
       and gave it to his disciples,  
       saying: Take and eat;  
       this is my body, given for you. 
       Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

       Again, after supper,  
       he took the cup, gave thanks, 
       and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
       This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
       shed for you and for all people  
       for the forgiveness of sin. 
       Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P:  With this bread and cup we remember your Word  
       dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
       We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
       We look with hope for his coming. 
C:  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P:  Holy God,  
       we long for your Spirit. 
       Come among us. 
       Bless this meal. 
       May your Word take flesh in us. 
       Awaken your people. 
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       Fill us with your light. 
       Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P:  All praise and glory are yours,  
       Holy One of Israel, 
       Word of God incarnate,  
       Power of the Most High, 
       One God, now and forever. 
C: Amen 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
     Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 
      Give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses,  

     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  

      For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
      forever and ever. Amen.  

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P:  Here is life. God is with us. 
       Come, receive what God has promised. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
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Sit 
COMMUNION 
All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing.  Please 
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. 
As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:  

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
The communicant may say: Amen 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMN      All Earth Is Hopeful 
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Stand 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
 keep you in his grace.   
C:  Amen 
 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A:  Let us pray. 
       God our host, 
       at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. 
       Send us forth, eager to share the feast, 
       welcome the stranger, 
       and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 
C:  Amen 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
P:  May God who comes among us, 
       Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
       grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, 
       and good news to share today and always. 
C:  Amen 
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SENDING HYMN        
Comfort, Comfort Now My People ...................................................... LBW 29 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Keep awake. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERVICE ASSISTANTS  
Ushers: Charles Luppert, Larry and Donna Britton, Rhonda Koch, Sylvia  
McCarty, Larry Solomon; Lay Assistant: Susan Bryan; Comm. Assist.: Candy  
Watkins; Acolyte: Doriann Morris; Altar Guild: Rita Strickler, Carol Winter  
Greeters/Presenters: Fred and Meg Harbaugh  
Cantor: Bob Schweppenheiser; Flower Delivery: Paul Weaver  
  

IN BLESSED MEMORY  
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  
loved ones.  
  
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  
Sam Hessert, with love Carol, Bill, Elise, Sharon and Pam.  
  
The Bud Vase is given to the Glory of God and in honor of Autumn Rundio’s  
7th birthday, with love from Grammy and Pappy Bausinger.  
  
The Sanctuary Lamp burns in memory of my father Sam Hessert, with love  
Pam.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If 
you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name & 
information with a congregational member.  We hope to see you again. 
 

This morning we welcome Pastor John McMassor, John is an adjunct 
Professor in the religion department at Lycoming college. John was born 
and raised in Denver, Colorado, graduating with a BA from Rockmont 
College (Colorado Christian University) in 1977. He earned a M.Div. from 
Central Baptist Theological Seminary in 1986 and served as a pastor for 
sixteen years before beginning graduate studies at Drew University in 
2002. He received a M. Phil. in 2006, and a Doctorate (Ph.D.) in 2009. His 
dissertation was on the relationship of philosophy and theology in the 
work of Karl Barth and Jean-Luc Marion. John and his wife Laura share the 
joy of three daughters, Rachel McNassor, Elizabeth McNassor Harris, and 
Christine McNassor, and one granddaughter, Juliet, daughter of Elizabeth 
and husband Andrew. He is currently a devoted member of St. Luke 
Lutheran Church, Williamsport, Pa. 
 

Join us after worship today for our Annual Christmas dinner. 
 

Poinsettia orders are due tomorrow, December 8. 
 
 

Sunday, December 21 immediately following worship we will be 
decorating the church.  VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! Please sign-up on the 
sheet in the Narthex. Many hands make quick work.  Please share your 
time and talent. 
 
          
        



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

 

 
 
 

The congregation council members will be installed Sunday, December 
28, during worship.  The members of council for 2026 are: Newly elected 
to council is Lauren Russell. Re-elected members are Jimmy Gardner and 
Rhonda Koch. Current members are Anita Bair, Alfred “Al” Cole, Jody 
Fullmer, Craig Kropp, Joanie Jackson, Sylvia McCarty and Ronald “Ron” 
Yeagle. 
 

For all the saints who can join us in singing praise to God: 
The next Saints in Song Sunday will be the fourth Sunday in Advent, 
December 21. The anthem is easy to learn.  Rehearsal will be after church 
on Sunday, December 14 and again on December 21 before worship at 
8:45.  If you like to sing, we hope you will join us. 
 

White Gifts Ministry - The Angel Trees are up!  Each year, we provide 
Christmas gifts to families in need who are members of our congregation 
or whose names we get from the South Williamsport Area School District. 
Requested items are listed on angel tags which adorn the trees in the 
narthex.  If you’d like to help, please take as many tags as you’d like from 
the tree, purchase the needed item, and wrap the gift in white paper.  
Gifts should be brought in and placed in the blue bin in the Chapel alcove 
by December 14.  Cash donations will also be accepted. 
 

Christmas Food Baskets: Please see the Messenger for a list of food 
items we are collecting.  Cash donations will also be accepted.  All 
donations are needed no later than December 14. Recipients are now 
being identified. If you know someone who could benefit from receiving a 
Christmas basket, please contact the church office by Friday,  
December 5. Baskets will be ready for pick-up Saturday, December 20. 
 
          
        



  
  
   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 

  
  

  

Turning and Mending (Again) 

Being on the receiving end of sharp language can be heartbreaking. 
Indeed, words can wound—or worse. John the Baptizer, a key figure 
in our Advent narratives, finds himself at odds with other religious 
leaders of the time, and uses the tool he has (language) to call 
attention to their broken relationship. It’s unclear what exactly led to 
this prickly, pointed exchange between John and the Pharisees and 
Sadducees, but there is a growing chasm between them. 

“Prepare the way of the Lord,” John cries out in the wilderness, 
echoing the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah cried out in his own day centuries 
prior, testifying to God’s desire to mend the world (though the world 
seemed to be at an end). Perhaps John repeats Isaiah’s plea in order 
to remind the people of his day of God’s intent for all things: for the 
world to be mended, healed, made right; for the reign of heaven to be 
revealed on earth, here and now. Often, however, mending 
brokenness requires honesty first about the wounds that have been 
inflicted and the death that has been wrought. With John’s painful 
honesty, his strained relationship with other leaders of his time takes 
a step toward healing, toward justice, so that a new beginning might 
take hold. This is a starting point, as difficult as it may be. 

Every Advent, as the church year begins again, we hear the familiar 
call: Repent. Turn back to God. Repentance is no easy thing, but 
thankfully, God draws us back to this imperative, year after year, day 
after day, hour after hour. With infinite mercy, once again God invites 
us to turn toward healing, toward justice, toward the righting of the 
world, one relationship at a time. 
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