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  FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 23 
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, 24 
and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness 25 
of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the 26 
peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we 27 
find our blessed identity and calling in this countercultural way of living and serving. 28 

.GATHERING 29 
  
PRELUDE    
  
Stand  
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
       the Creator of heaven and earth,  
       the Word who spoke life into being,  
       the Wind stirring the waters.  
C:  Amen.  
  
P:  Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.  
  
Kneel   
P:  Mighty God, lover of justice,  
C:  you call us to life in community,  
       but we have served our own interests  
       at the expense of our neighbors.  
       We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.  
       We say the right words,  
       but our hearts are far from you.  
       Turn us to seek your face.  
       Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,  
       that we may do justice, love mercy,  
       and walk humbly with you, our God.  
       Amen.  
  
P:  The former things have passed away,  
       and new things God now declares:  
       Like a spring of water that never fails,  
       God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,  
       and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name.  
       May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,  
       and bless you with the gift of peace.  
C:  Amen.  
  
Stand  
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GATHERING HYMN          
Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life .............................................. LBW 429  
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APOSTOLIC GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you.  
  
CANTICLE OF PRAISE        
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P:  Let us pray.  
       Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to  
       the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for  
       justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and  
       deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and  
       Lord.  
C:  Amen  
Sit  

WORD  
  
FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8  
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has  
“wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt  
to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk  
shrewdly in God’s service.  
A:  A Reading from Micah:  
  
      1 Hear what the LORD says:  
    Rise, plead your case before the mountains,  
    and let the hills hear your voice.  
   2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD,  
    and you enduring foundations of the earth,  
   for the LORD has a case against his people,  
    and he will contend with Israel.  
  
   3 “O my people, what have I done to you?  
    In what have I wearied you? Answer me!  
   4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt  
    and redeemed you from the house of slavery,  
   and I sent before you Moses,  
    Aaron, and Miriam.  
   5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,  
    what Balaam son of Beor answered him,  
   and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,  
    that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”  
  
   6 “With what shall I come before the LORD  
    and bow myself before God on high?  
   Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,  
    with calves a year old?  
   7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,  
    with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  
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   Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,  
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”  
   8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good,  
    and what does the LORD require of you  
   but to do justice and to love kindness  
    and to walk humbly with your God?  
  
A:  The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God.   
  
  
  
  
4th Sunday after Epiphany   
February 1 Psalm 15  
The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it.  
  
  
  
  
Sung responsively between the cantor and congregation.  
  
  
  
  
      1 LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle?  
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill?  
 2 Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right,  
  who speak the truth | from their heart; R  
  
 3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends;  
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor.  
 4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those  
     who | fear the LORD.  
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their  
         word.  
 5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes  
     a- | gainst the innocent.  
 Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. R  
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31  
According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid and offensive.  
Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and salvation through weakness,  
rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers.  
A:  A Reading from first Corinthians:  
  
                    18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are  
       perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is  
       written,  
         “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,  
         and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”  
           20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the  
       debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the  
       world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God  
       through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the  
       proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and  
       Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling  
       block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the  
       called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of  
       God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s  
       weakness is stronger than human strength.  
         26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were  
       wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of  
       noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the  
       wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God  
       chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to  
       abolish things that are, 29 so that no one might boast in the presence of  
       God. 30 In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us  
       wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and  
       redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts,  
       boast in the Lord.”  
  
A:  The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God.  
   
Stand  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
  

   

  
  
  
  
  
CANTOR: Rejoice | and be glad,* for your reward is | great in heaven.  
C:  Repeat the Alleluias  
  
GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12  
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God.  
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.  
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
  
                    1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he  
       sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught  
       them, saying:  
         3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
         4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
         5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
         6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they  
       will be filled.  
         7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
         8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
         9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  
            10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,  
       for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
          11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and  
       utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be  
       glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they  
       persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  
  
P:  The Gospel of the Lord  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  
  
  
Sit  
SERMON ............................................................................ Pastor John McNassor  
  
  
  
  
Stand  
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HYMN OF THE DAY     Let Streams of Living Justice  
  
  
  
  
  
  
STREAMS OF LIVING  
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  
On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen  

  
  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
A brief silence is held after the introduction.  
P:  As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the  
       whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.  
  
After each petition:  
P:  Merciful God,  
C:  receive our prayer.  
  
The prayers conclude:  
P: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we  
       commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to  
       us in Christ Jesus our Savior.  
C:  Amen  
  
  
PEACE  
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C:  And also with you.  

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord.  
Peace be with you.  R: Peace be with you.  

Sit  
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MEAL  
  
OFFERING  
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared.  
  
ANTHEM  
Blessed Are They ................................................................................ John Leavitt  
  
Stand  
OFFERTORY  
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
OFFERING PRAYER  
A:  Let us pray:  
C:  God of majesty,  
       no eye has seen, no ear has heard  
       what you have prepared for those who love you,  
       yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.  
       Use what we have gathered  
       to feed us with the reign of God come near,  
       Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
       Amen.  
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GREAT THANKSGIVING  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  
  
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all  
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our  
Savior Jesus Christ. By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of  
our calling and strengthen us to run the race set before us, that we may  
delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in glory. And so, with Paul all  
the saints, with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we praise  
your name and join their unending hymn:  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
P:  Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  
       In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,  
       that all those who believe in him should not perish,  
       but have eternal life.  
       We give thanks to you  
       for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  
       Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,  
       that we may receive our Lord with a living faith  
        as he comes to us in his holy supper.  
C:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
  
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed,  
       our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
       broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
       Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
       Do this for the remembrance of me.  
  
       Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
       and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
       This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
       shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
       Do this for the remembrance of me.  
  
  
LORD’S PRAYER  
     Our Father, who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be thy name,  
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  

     on earth as it is in heaven.  
      Give us this day our daily bread;  
      and forgive us our trespasses,   

     as we forgive those  
     who trespass against us;  

      and lead us not into temptation,   
     but deliver us from evil.   

      For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
      forever and ever. Amen.   
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  
       Come to the table; taste and see.  
C: Thanks be to God.   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Sit  
COMMUNION  
All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing.  Please  
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they  
say these words to each communicant:   

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
The communicant may say: Amen  

  
  
COMMUNION HYMN           
O God of Mercy, God of Light ...............................................................LBW 425  
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Stand  
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and  
     keep you in his grace.    
C:  Amen  
  
  
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
A:  Let us pray.          
       Radiant God,  
       we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.  
       In the sacrament of his body and blood  
       you have drawn us to your heart.  
       Send us from this table with delight,  
       that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,  
       and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,  
       through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C:  Amen  
  
  

SENDING  
  
  
BLESSING  
P:  May the triune God,  
       who has put a new song in your mouth  
       and tuned your heart for praise  
      ☩ bless you now and forever.  
C:  Amen  
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SENDING HYMN         
Rise Up, O Saints of God! ......................................................................LBW 383  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
DISMISSAL  
A: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.  
C:  Thanks be to God.  
  
POSTLUDE  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



SERVICE ASSISTANTS  
Ushers: Carl Gee. Jody Fullmer, Dave and Rita Strickler, Jimmy Gardner, Pam  
Eveleth; Lay Assistant: David Bausinger; Comm. Assistant: Georgette Copp  
Altar Guild: Sue Shoemaker, Yvonne Kaiser   
Greeters/Communion Presenters: Sue and Dennis Shoemaker  
Cantor: Virginia Amme; Flower Delivery: Charles Luppert  
  

IN BLESSED MEMORY  
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor and loving  
memory of loved ones.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If 
you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name & 
information to a congregation member.  We hope to see you again. 
 

This morning we welcome Pastor John McNassor, retired Pastor who has 
been authorized by the bishop of the synod to preside at the Eucharist. 
 

Looking for something to do on these cold winter days.  Why not do a 
puzzle or two? The next few Sundays there will be quality used puzzles in 
the Narthex offered for donations to help offset major expenses for the 
church.  
 

Super Bowl is February 8! This year we will be collecting the following 
non-perishable food items to help stock the shelves for our Mountie 
Backpack Program.  Cash Donations are also welcome!  Please make 
checks payable to Messiah Lutheran Church and write Souper Bowl along 
with your team name in the memo line. Please bring your donations by 
February 8. 
 

Please join us, Sunday, February 15 (please note the date change) – 
there will be a “Soup and Sandwich” luncheon immediately following 
worship in Shaheen Hall for food and great conversation. This will be 
hosted by the fellowship committee. 
 

 



  
  
   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 

  
  

  

  

  

Something Bigger Than Us 

The beatitudes could easily be read as a list of rewards and 
consequences, and the kind of behaviors that will merit one or the 
other. We are well accustomed to understanding the world in such 
terms. Children receive rewards for good behavior. Students earn 
awards or scholarships. Athletes win medals or trophies. Success is a 
ladder we climb and, if we’ve done our part, our job is rewarded in 
the end. 

Jesus talks about a great reward, but it’s not one we can earn. On a 
closer look, the nature of many of the so-called “blessings” in the 
beatitudes is as much about what is done to us as about anything we 
do for ourselves. Jesus begins his sermon by going up the mountain, 
but his words push us not to new heights but to greater depths. 
Poverty of spirit, mourning, meekness, hunger, thirst, and 
persecution—these are not behaviors to strive toward for a reward. 
Instead, they are circumstances in which we can find ourselves when 
the ladder we’ve been climbing falls to the ground. Alternatively, to 
be merciful or pure in heart or a peacemaker is to choose to get off 
the ladder altogether for the sake of something bigger than our small 
selves. 

The beatitudes as a whole suggest that Jesus wants more for us than 
simply collecting a heavenly prize in the end. His blessings assure us 
that all along the way, no matter our circumstances, we have an 
inherent, God-given dignity that no one and nothing can strip from us. 
At the table of Christ, all who hunger and thirst for righteousness are 
filled. This meal isn’t awarded to us for a job well done. Rather, it 
feeds us for the work still to be done, that of sharing God’s mercy and 
peace with others. 
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