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He was transfigured before
them, and his face shone like
the sun, and his clothes
became white as light.
Matthew 17:2, ESV
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TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to
a close today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain
Jesus is revealed as God'’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of
glory sustains us as Jesus faces his inpending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to
Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches
put aside the alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted
during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter.

GATHERING

PRELUDE

Stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

(P): Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters.

@: Amen

(P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Kneel
(P:: Mighty God, lover of justice,
[¥: you call us to life in community,
but we have served our own interests
at the expense of our neighbors.
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,
but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us to seek your face.
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

(P): The former things have passed away,
and new things God now declares:
Like a spring of water that never fails,
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in *F Jesus’ name.
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

[@: Amen
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Stand

The congregation turns to face the processional cross.

GATHERING HYMN Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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1 Im - mor-tal, in - vis - 1 - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest-ing, un - hast - ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou giv - est, to both great and small;
4 Thou reign-est in glo - ry;  thou dwell -est  in light;
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in light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
nor want - ing, nor wast - ing,  thou rul - est in might;
in all life thou liv - est, the true life of all;
thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing their  sight;
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most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
thy jus - tice like  moun-tains high soar - ing a - bove
we blos - som and flour - ish  like leaves on  the tree,
all laud we would ren - der; oh, help us to see
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al - might -y, vic - to - rious, thy great name we  praise!
thy  clouds which are  foun-tains of good - ness and  love.
and with - er and  per - ish, but naught chang-eth thee.
"tis on - ly the splen-dor  of light hid - eth thee!
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Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824—1908, alt.
Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807-1876
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
(P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
[@: And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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has be - gun his reign. Al - le - In-ia. Al-le - Im - ia
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

(P): Letus pray.
0 God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of
the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the
bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our
adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and
bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

3: Amen
Sit

WORD

FIRST READING: Exodus 24:12-18

At Mount Sinai, Moses experienced the presence of God for forty days and forty nights. The “glory of
the LORD” settled on the mountain, and on the seventh day God called out to Moses. On the mountain God
gave Moses the stone tablets inscribed with the ten commandments.

(Al: A Reading from Exodus:

12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait
there; I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the
commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” 13 So Moses
set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up onto the mountain
of God. 14 To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come back
to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go
to them.”

15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the
mountain. 16 The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the
cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a
devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the

Israelites. 18 Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain.
Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.

(A The word of the Lord.
[@: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 99

The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it.
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1 The LORD is King; let the | people tremble.
The LORD is enthroned upon the cherubim; let | the earth shake.
2The LORD, | great in Zion,
is high a- | bove all peoples.
3 Let them confess God’s name, which is | great and awesome;
God is the | Holy One.
40 mighty king, lover of justice, you have es- | tablished equity;
you have executed justice and righteous- | ness in Jacob. R

5 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and fall down be- | fore God’s
footstool;
God is the | Holy One.
6 Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who
call upon your | name, O LORD,
they called upon you, and you | answered them,
7you spoke to them out of the pil- | lar of cloud;
they kept your testimonies and the decree | that you gave them.
80 LoRD our God, you answered | them indeed;
you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for
their | evil deeds.
9 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and worship upon God’s | holy hill;
for the LORD our God is the | Holy One. R
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SECOND READING: 2 Peter 1:16-21

At the transfiguration, God’s voice was heard, declaring Jesus to be the beloved Son. By the activity of the
Holy Spirit, God’s voice continues to be heard through the word of scripture.

(A: A Reading from Second Peter:

16 We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he received honor and glory from God
the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory,
saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 18 We
ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him
on the holy mountain.

19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will
do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until
the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 First of all
you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of
one’s own interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came by human
will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

(A The word of the Lord.
[@: Thanks be to God.

Stand
The Gospel is carried into the midst of the people as a reminder that Christ is present among us. Please face
the processional cross.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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CANTOR: “This is my | son, my Chosen, lis- | ten to him!
[@: Repeat the Alleluias.

GOSPEL: Matthew 17:1-9

Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is revealed to Peter, James, and John in a
mountaintop experience of divine glory called the transfiguration.

(P:: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventeenth chapter.
@: Glory to you, O Lord.

1Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother
John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes
7
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became bright as light. 3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and
Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us
to be here; if you wish, I will set up three tents here, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a
bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This
is my Son, the Beloved; with him [ am well pleased; listen to
him!” ¢ When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were
overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up
and do not be afraid.” 8 And when they raised their eyes, they saw no one
except Jesus himself alone.

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell
no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from
the dead.”

(Pl The Gospel of the Lord.

[@: Praise to you, O Christ.

sit

SERMON .....oooiermrmsmssmssssnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnssssssassanss Pastor Amme

Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY
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How Good, Lord, to Be Here!
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1 How good, Lord, to be  here! Your glo -1y fills the night;
2 How good, Lord, to be  here, your beau-ty to be - hold
3 Ful - fill - er of the past and  hope of things to be,
4 Be - fore we taste of  death, we see your king-dom come;
5 How good, Lord, to  be here! Yet we may not re - main;

your face and gar-ments, like the sun,

shine with un - bor-rowed light.

Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt.
Music: POTSDAM, W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hymn Book, 1854

where Mo - ses and E - li - jah stand, your mes-sen-gers of old.
we  hail your bod -y glo - ri-fied and our re-demp-tion see.
we long to hold the vi- sion bright and make this hill our home.
but since you bid us leave the mount, come with us to the plain.
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen



Messiah Lutheran Church February 15, 2026
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A brief silence is held after the introduction.

(P): As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

After each petition:

(P): Merciful God,

[@: receive our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

(P): Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to
us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

@: Amen

PEACE
(P): The peace of Christ be with you always.
[@: And also with you.

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Peace be with you. E: Peace be with you.

Sit
MEAL
OFFERING
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared.
ANTHEM
The Lord is MY LIGRAE....sessessssssssssssssssseas Crane, Durksen, Harris
Stand
OFFERTORY
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung
n pummm——]
7 A S [ — — —|
7 b o g Py g — T [ [
 [an Ll P P ) P~ I L T
AN b [ [ % T 4 I o '_J_i
Y ' I ' - o e
Let the vine- yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill tothe brim our cup of
= P = | —=
o T
Y I el T4 T &
bless-ing. Gath-er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
Q ] ‘D | | | — | ‘ | —1
O e e e T
o I = = & } 2 = o o
fed with the bread of life. Gath- er the hopes and dreams of all; u -

10



Messiah Lutheran Church February 15, 2026

o ~— I T —
e | [ S S SV B
Y] <’ |  ——
nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta- ble with your
[ JO \‘P y [ pe——T | J [ [ ———— Il |
A | ym— 1 (7] 1 = o & 1 | I Il |
(AN B m—" — g —9¢—to&—-3——
S R S - } e

pres - ence, and give us a fore- taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

(Al: Let us pray:
[@: God of majesty,
no eye has seen, no ear has heard
what you have prepared for those who love you,
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered
to feed us with the reign of God come near,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal
your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to your own brilliant
light. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

(Pl Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

12
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
And unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
¥: Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
(P): Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

Come to the table; taste and see.
¥: Thanks be to God.

13
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sin of  the world; grant us  peace, grant us  peace.
Sit
COMMUNION

All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing. Please
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they
say these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen

COMMUNION HYMN I Love to Tell the Story
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1 I love to tell the sto - ry of un - seen things a - bove,
2 1 love to tell the sto - ry: how pleas-ant to re - peat
3 1 love to tell the sto - ry, for those who know it best
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of Je - sus and his glo - ry, of Je - sus and his love.

what seems, each time I tell i, more won-der-ful - ly sweet!
seem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing to hear it like the rest.
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Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911
Music: HANKEY, William G. Fischer, 1835-1912

Stand
(P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in

his grace.
Amen
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
(A]: Let us pray.
Radiant God,
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood
you have drawn us to your heart.
Send us from this table with delight,
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
¥: Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

(P): May the triune God,
who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise
+ bless you now and forever.

¥: Amen

INTRODUCTION TO THE SENDING HYMN Sung by the choir
“Farewell to Alleluia” Farlee
Alleluia, alleluia. Enclose and seal up the word, alleluia, alleluia.
Let it remain in the secret of your heart, alleluia, alleluia,
until the appointed time. You shall say it with great joy when that day comes.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The congregation turns to follow the processional cross.

SENDING HYMN  Alleluia, Song of Gladness
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1 Al-le - lu - ia, song of glad - ness, voice of joy that can - not die;

2 Al-le - lu - ia you are sound - ing, true Je - ru - sa - lem and free;

3 Al-le - lu - ia can-not al - ways be our song while here be - low;

4 In our hymns we pray with long - ing: Grant us, bless-ed Trin - i - ty,
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al - le -1u-ia is the an-them ev - er dear to choirs on high;

al - le - lu - ia, joy-ful moth-er, bring us to your ju - bi- lee;

al - le -lu-ia our trans-gres-sions make us for a  while for - go;

at the last to keep glad Eas-ter with the faith-ful saints on high;
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in the house of God a - bid-ing thus they sing e - ter - nal - ly.
here by Bab -y -lon’s sad wa-ters mourn-ing ex-iles still are we.
for the sol-emn time is com-ing when our tears for sin shall flow.
there to you for-ev - er sing-ing al - le - lu-ia joy-ful - ly.

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880

DISMISSAL

(A): Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
@: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

IT IS GOOD, THAT

we are bete.”

MATTHEW 17:4, ESV
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SERVICE ASSISTANTS
Ushers: Carl Gee, Jody Fullmer, Jimmy Gardner, Paul Ulrich, Dave and Rita
Strickler; Lay Assistant: Janet Stroble; Comm. Assistant.: Rhonda Koch
Acolyte/Crucifer: Dylan Sherman; Altar Guild: Rita Strickler, Carol Winter
Greeters/Presenters: Al Cole, Judy Berfield; Cantor: Janet Stroble
Flower Delivery: Jody Fullmer

IN BLESSED MEMORY
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Roland Weaver on the anniversary of his passing, February 21, 2012, by his
wife, Jean and family.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If
you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name &
information to a congregation member. We hope to see you again.

Join us in Shaheen Hall after worship for a soup and sandwich meal.
This is a great time for food and conversation with your fellow brothers
and sisters in Christ.

Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18, with a service at 7:00 pm.
Please join us on the following Wednesday nights for our Lenten Vespers
at 6:30 pm. We look forward to seeing you!

Copies of Behold Your King! a Lenten Devotional Booklet are now
available in the Narthex, brought to you in partnership with the Lutheran
Hour Ministries. In Behold Your King! Jesus comes to us in flesh and blood
as a Man, as God’s own Son, and as the lowly Servant-King bearing the sins
of the world. Though He was forlorn and forsaken, He did not abandon His
mission or shirk His obedience to the Father. He followed through- and in
so doing He won for each of us the forgiveness of our sins and eternal life
in His presence.

Lenten Self-Denial Calendars & Banks that benefit Habitat for Humanity
are also in the Narthex. Current copies of the devotional booklets The
Upper Room and Christ in Our Home are available in the Narthex and in
the church office.

Are you a soup maker? Please consider donating to our soup sale on
Saturday, February 28. Sign-up on Sundays after worship, and specify
what kind of soup you will make and the number of quarts you are
donating. Quart containers will be available in the church office for your
convenience. If you have a place to help advertise the soup sale, take a
flyer and share that information.
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What Goes Up

The law of gravity dictates that whatever goes up must come down. Even
with its dazzling mountaintop revelation, the transfiguration story
quickly reminds us that if Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us, then not even
God'’s beloved can escape death’s inevitable pull. Jesus leads Peter,
James, and John up the mountain, but very soon they will be on their way
down again. Suddenly, Jesus is gloriously transformed before the three
disciples; then, just as suddenly, Jesus speaks of his impending death.

The transfiguration is a story of both fulfillment and foretaste. The
appearance of Moses and Elijah reminds us of Jesus’ promise to fulfill the
Law and the Prophets, during his sermon on another mountain
(Matthew 5:17). The startling turn toward talk of his suffering and death
gives us a foretaste of the “mountain” at Golgotha he has yet to climb.

For the church, coming down the Mount of Transfiguration leads directly
into the season of Lent and a journey that draws out more fully for us the
implications of baptism. For Jesus, his baptism by John at the Jordan was
just the start of a journey to be fulfilled in all the ups and downs to come.
This is how transformation tends to happen—not when we insist on
playing it safe, but when we dare to enter more fully into life as it is. So,
too, our baptism can be fulfilled only in the light of our mortality. God’s
voice on the mountaintop calls us not simply to behold God’s beloved
Son but also to follow where Jesus leads.

All this, however, is not meant to bring us down. Jesus’ transfiguration
offers a glimpse of an even bigger picture that includes both gravity and
grace. It foreshadows what is to come: death—and resurrection. This
promise of new life is a bright cloud that leads the church now, as it did
the ancient Israelites, through the wilderness ahead.
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