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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 25 
Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, 26 
and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem 27 
Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the 28 
bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ 29 
appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the 30 
pattern of our worship each Lord’s day. 31 

GATHERING                                                                  32 
 33 
PRELUDE 34 
 35 
Stand 36 
 37 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 38 

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 39 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 40 
 41 
P:  Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 42 
and to the Lamb! 43 
C:  Amen. 44 
 45 
P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 46 
Water may be poured into the font 47 
P:  Merciful God, 48 
       We thank you for the waters of creation  49 
       that nourish us. 50 
 51 
P:  Blessed are you. 52 
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 53 
 54 
P:  Jesus Christ, 55 
       We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 56 
       Lead us to drink of those waters that gush up to eternal life. 57 
 58 
P:  Blessed are you. 59 
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 60 
 61 
P: Holy Spirit,  62 
       As once you descended upon our Christ and us at Holy Baptism,  63 
       descend upon us once again and fill us with the breath of peace. 64 
 65 
P:  Blessed are you. 66 
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 67 
 68 
P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 69 
       and for making us a new creation. 70 
       We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 71 
       now and forever. 72 
C: Amen 73 
 74 
 75 
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GATHERING HYMN        76 
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! ...............................................LBW 144 77 
 78 
 79 
 80 
 81 
 82 
 83 
 84 
 85 
 86 
 87 
 88 
 89 
 90 
 91 
 92 
 93 
 94 
 95 
 96 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 97 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 98 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 99 
C: And also with you. 100 
 101 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 102 
 103 
 104 
 105 
 106 
 107 
 108 

 109 
 110 
 111 
 112 
 113 
 114 
 115 
 116 
 117 
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 118 
 119 
 120 
 121 
 122 
 123 
 124 
 125 
 126 
 127 
 128 
 129 
 130 
 131 
 132 
 133 
 134 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 135 
P:  Let us pray. 136 
       O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking 137 
       of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming 138 
       work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 139 
       forever. 140 
C:  Amen 141 
Sit 142 
 143 

WORD 144 

FIRST READING:  Acts 2:14a, 36-41 145 
Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy Spirit to the 146 
apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration that God has made the 147 
crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ. 148 
A:  A Reading from Acts: 149 
             14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the 150 
       crowd: 36 “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty 151 
       that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 152 
       crucified.” 153 
         37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to 154 
       Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter 155 
       said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 156 
       Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the 157 
       gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your children, and 158 
       for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 159 
       him.” 40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, 160 
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       saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 So those who 161 
       welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand 162 
       persons were added. 163 
 164 
A:  The word of the Lord. 165 
C:  Thanks be to God. 166 
 167 
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 168 
The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it. 169 
 170 
 171 
 172 
 173 
Sung responsively between the cantor and congregation. 174 
 175 
 176 
 177 
      1 I love the LORD, who has | heard my voice, 178 
  and listened to my | supplication, 179 
 2 for the LORD has given | ear to me 180 
  whenev- | er I called. 181 
 3 The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me; 182 
  I came to | grief and sorrow. 183 
 4 Then I called upon the name | of the LORD: 184 
  “O LORD, I pray you, | save my life.” R 185 
 186 
 12 How shall I re- | pay the LORD 187 
  for all the good things God has | done for me? 188 
 13 I will lift the cup | of salvation 189 
  and call on the name | of the LORD. 190 
 14 I will fulfill my vows | to the LORD 191 
  in the presence of | all God’s people. 192 
 15 Precious in your | sight, O LORD, 193 
  is the death | of your servants. 194 
 16 O LORD, truly I | am your servant; 195 
  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me | from 196 
         my bonds. 197 
 17 I will offer you the sacrifice | of thanksgiving 198 
  and call upon the name | of the LORD. R 199 
 200 
 18 I will fulfill my vows | to the LORD 201 
  in the presence of | all God’s people, 202 
 19 in the courts of | the LORD’s house, 203 
  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. | Hallelujah! R 204 
 205 
 206 
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:17-23 207 
The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are strangers in a strange 208 
land. Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong to God, so that our focus, 209 
faith, and hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold. 210 
A:  A Reading from First Peter: 211 
 212 
           17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to 213 
       each person’s work, live in fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know 214 
       that you were ransomed from the futile conduct inherited from your 215 
       ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold 19 but with the 216 
       precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or 217 
       blemish. 20 He was destined before the foundation of the world but was 218 
       revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through him you have 219 
       come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, 220 
       so that your trust and hope are in God. 221 
             22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the 222 
       truth so that you have genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply 223 
       from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 224 
       imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 225 
 226 
A:  The word of the Lord. 227 
C:  Thanks be to God. 228 
 229 
Stand 230 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 231 

 232 

  233 

 234 
 235 
 236 
 237 
 238 
 239 
 240 
 241 
 242 
 243 
 244 
 245 
 246 
Cantor:   Our hearts burn within us* while you open to us the scriptures. 247 
C:  Repeat the Alleluias. 248 
 249 
GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35 250 
The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the question of how 251 
Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of bread. 252 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 253 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 254 
 255 
                      13 Now on that same day two disciples were going to a village called 256 
       Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each 257 
       other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were 258 
       talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with 259 
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       them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to 260 
       them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” 261 
       They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was 262 
       Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who 263 
       does not know the things that have taken place there in these 264 
       days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about 265 
       Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before 266 
       God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed 267 
       him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had 268 
       hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is 269 
       now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some 270 
       women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 271 
       morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there they came back 272 
       and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he 273 
       was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found 274 
       it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said 275 
       to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all 276 
       that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah 277 
       should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then 278 
       beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the 279 
       things about himself in all the scriptures. 280 
         28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked 281 
       ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay 282 
       with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So 283 
       he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he 284 
       took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes 285 
       were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their 286 
       sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us 287 
       while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 288 
       scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to 289 
       Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered 290 
       together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has 291 
       appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road 292 
       and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 293 
 294 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 295 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 296 
 297 
Sit 298 
SERMON ................................................................................. Pastor Amme 299 
 300 
Stand 301 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         302 
With High Delight Let Us Unite ..........................................................LBW 140 303 
 304 
 305 
 306 
 307 
 308 
 309 
 310 
 311 
 312 
 313 
 314 
 315 
 316 
 317 
 318 
 319 
 320 
 321 
 322 
 323 
 324 
 325 
 326 
 327 
 328 
 329 
 330 
 331 
APOSTLES’ CREED 332 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 333 

creator of heaven and earth. 334 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 335 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 336 
and born of the virgin Mary. 337 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 338 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 339 

He descended into hell. 340 
On the third day he rose again. 341 
He ascended into heaven, 342 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 343 
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He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 344 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 345 

the holy catholic Church, 346 
the communion of saints, 347 
the forgiveness of sins, 348 
the resurrection of the body, 349 
and the life everlasting. Amen 350 

 351 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 352 
A brief silence is held after the introduction. 353 
P:  Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 354 
       broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 355 
 356 
After each petition: 357 
P:  Merciful God, 358 
C:  receive our prayer. 359 
 360 
The prayers conclude: 361 
P:  God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the 362 
       good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 363 
       Savior. 364 
C:  Amen 365 
 366 
PEACE 367 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 368 
C:  And also with you. 369 

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord. 370 
Peace be with you.  R: Peace be with you. 371 

Sit 372 
 373 

MEAL 374 
 375 

OFFERING 376 
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared. 377 
 378 
ANTHEM 379 
Peace I Leave With You ................................................................. Donald Moore 380 
 381 
Stand 382 
OFFERTORY 383 
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung 384 

 385 

 386 

 387 

 388 

 389 

 390 

 391 
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 392 
 393 
 394 
 395 
 396 
 397 
 398 
 399 
 400 
 401 

 402 
OFFERING PRAYER 403 
A:  Let us pray. 404 
C:  Merciful God, 405 
       accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 406 
       You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 407 
       when we will hunger and thirst no more. 408 
       Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 409 
       that goodness and mercy may follow us 410 
       and bless the world you love. 411 
       In the name of Jesus, 412 
       Amen 413 
 414 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 415 

 416 

 417 

 418 

 419 

 420 

 421 

 422 

 423 

 424 

 425 

 426 

 427 

 428 
 429 
 430 
 431 
 432 



Messiah Lutheran Church                                                          April 19, 2026 

11 
 

PREFACE 433 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 434 
places offer thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  435 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal lamb 436 
who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in 437 
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so with Mary Magdalene and Peter, and 438 
all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 439 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name 440 
and join their unending hymn: 441 
 442 
 443 

 444 

 445 

 446 

 447 

 448 

 449 

 450 

 451 

 452 

 453 

 454 

 455 
 456 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 457 
P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 458 
       heaven and earth are full of your glory. 459 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 460 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 461 
who preached good news to the poor, 462 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 463      464 

       In the night in which he was betrayed, 465 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 466 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 467 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 468 

        Do this for the remembrance of me. 469 
 470 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 471 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 472 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 473 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 474 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 475 
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Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 476 
we await his coming in glory. 477 
 478 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 479 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 480 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 481 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 482 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 483 

C: Amen 484 
 485 
LORD’S PRAYER 486 
     Our Father, who art in heaven, 487 

     hallowed be thy name, 488 
     thy kingdom come, 489 
     thy will be done, 490 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 491 
      Give us this day our daily bread; 492 
      and forgive us our trespasses,  493 

     as we forgive those 494 
     who trespass against us; 495 

      and lead us not into temptation,  496 
     but deliver us from evil.  497 

      For thine is the kingdom, 498 
     and the power, and the glory, 499 
      forever and ever. Amen 500 

 501 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 502 
P:  Come to the table of new life. 503 
        Receive the risen Lord. 504 
C:  Thanks be to God.  505 
 506 
 507 
 508 
 509 
 510 
 511 
 512 
 513 
 514 
 515 
 516 
 517 
 518 
 519 
 520 
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Sit 521 
COMMUNION 522 
All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing.  Please 523 
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they 524 
say these words to each communicant:  525 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 526 
The communicant may say: Amen 527 

 528 
COMMUNION HYMN       529 
At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing .................................................. LBW 210 530 
 531 
 532 
 533 
 534 
 535 
 536 
 537 
 538 
 539 
 540 
 541 
 542 
 543 
 544 
 545 
 546 
 547 
 548 
 549 
 550 
 551 
 552 
 553 
 554 
 555 
 556 
 557 
 558 
 559 
 560 
 561 
 562 
 563 
 564 
 565 
 566 
 567 
 568 
 569 
Stand 570 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 571 
     keep you in his grace.   572 
C:  Amen 573 
 574 
 575 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 576 
A:  Let us pray. 577 
       Holy One, 578 
       through this meal you have made your home among us 579 
       and are making all things new. 580 
       Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 581 
       to love our enemies, 582 
       and to bring your healing to the nations. 583 
       In the name of Jesus, 584 
C:  Amen 585 

SENDING 586 
 587 
BLESSING 588 
P:  God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 589 
       Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 590 
       and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 591 
      ☩ bless you now and forever. 592 
C:  Amen 593 
 594 
SENDING HYMN          This Joyful Eastertide 595 
 596 
 597 
 598 
 599 
 600 
 601 
 602 
 603 
 604 
 605 
 606 
 607 
 608 
 609 
 610 
 611 
 612 
 613 
 614 
 615 
 616 
 617 
 618 
 619 
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 620 
 621 
 622 
 623 
 624 
 625 
 626 
 627 
 628 
 629 
 630 
 631 
 632 
 633 
 634 
 635 
 636 
 637 
 638 
 639 
 640 
 641 
 642 
 643 
 644 
 645 
 646 
 647 
 648 
 649 
 650 
 651 
 652 
 653 
 654 
 655 
 656 
 657 
 658 
 659 
 660 
 661 
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DISMISSAL 662 
A:  Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!  663 
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 664 
 665 
POSTLUDE 666 
 667 
 668 
 669 
 670 
 671 
 672 
 673 
 674 
 675 
 676 
 677 
 678 
 679 
 680 
 681 
 682 
 683 
 684 
 685 
 686 
 687 
 688 
 689 
 690 
 691 
 692 
 693 
 694 
 695 
 696 
 697 
 698 
 699 

700 
701 
702 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. 
If you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name and 
information to a congregation member.  We hope to see you again. 
 

Today is your last opportunity to get tickets for the TABER MUSEUM 
TOUR on Sunday, April 26 (12:15-2:15 p.m.) ... to see historic art-
works, Victorian dresses, antique implements, toy trains ... all for only 
$6.50 per person.  Tickets available in the narthex AND lunch in Shaheen 
Hall for all "tourists" following the Service     
 

Tickets are also available (today and April 26) for the "WOMEN'S 
BANQUET" on Tuesday, May 5 (6:00 p.m.) in Shaheen Hall.  It is a "red-
white-blue" night with table decorations, a quilt display, and special 
music geared to America's 250th Anniversary.  Ticket prices are ... Adults 
- $13.00; Children (age 6 to 12) - $6.00; Children (age 5 and under) - 
Free.  A challenge ... wear something "patriotic"!  
 

We are looking for some help to paint Pastor Kliner’s office before he 
arrives. If you are available to help between 8:30 and noon on April 23rd 
or the 24th please contact Dave Bausinger 570-772-4500 to let him know 
when you are available. You don't need to be there both days. Any help 
will be greatly appreciated.   
 
 

 

SERVICE ASSISTANTS 
Ushers: Charles Luppert, Larry & Donna Britton, Rhonda Koch, Sylvia 
McCarty, Larry Solomon; Lay Assist.: Susan Bryan; Comm. Asst.: Fred 
Harbaugh; Acolyte: Weston Sherman; Altar Guild: Rita Strickler, Carol 
Winter;  Greeters/Presenters: Mary Schultz, Ron Yeagle 
Cantor: Virginia Amme; Flower Delivery: Susan Bryan 

IN BLESSED MEMORY 
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor of William 
and Jean Reasner’s 61st wedding anniversary by John and Brett Reasner, 
Rhonda Hopkins and Raven Cooley. 
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in honor of 
Kirstin Gist’s birthday and Jared and Kirstin Gist’s 10th wedding 
anniversary with love from Yvonne and Bob Gist. 
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The Way of Resurrection 

In some Bibles the subheading for today’s gospel reading is “The 
Road to Emmaus.” Although this is a suitable description, we could 
also call it “The Way to Emmaus.” On the road or way to Emmaus, two 
disciples encounter the risen Christ. Notice that as Jesus accompanies 
them, he meets them where they are, holds their heartache, questions 
their assumptions, challenges their perspectives, and ultimately 
guides them deep into God’s word. All this happens on the way! 

Only one of the two companions on the way with Jesus is named: 
Cleopas. Why is the other disciple’s identity a mystery? Luke may be 
using a clever storytelling device, one designed for readers to see 
themselves as part of the narrative. In that case, you may be the 
unnamed disciple in this Jesus story! (Aren’t we all disciples on the 
way, accompanied by Jesus on the journey of Easter faith?) 

Eventually, after Jesus blesses and breaks bread at a meal, the two 
disciples finally recognize him. Their hearts are kindled with faith 
and activated by the word of God encountered on the way with Jesus. 
It is no surprise that they hit the road again, racing back to Jerusalem 
to tell the others what just happened on the way. 

From the very beginning, the way of faith in Christ has been a 
movement of resurrection promise. This movement has never 
stopped sharing the grace and love of God with everyone it 
encounters along the way. We are called to join this movement, with 
all our heartaches, assumptions, and misunderstandings. We are not 
people with all the answers, but sojourners or pilgrims on the way. 
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