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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 25 
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep 26 
in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads 27 
with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast 28 
before us amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and 29 
extend God’s tender care to all creation. 30 

GATHERING                                                                  31 
 32 
PRELUDE 33 
The King of Love My Shepherd Is ............................................... Robin Milford 34 
Stand 35 
 36 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 37 

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 38 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 39 
 40 
P:  Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 41 
and to the Lamb! 42 
C:  Amen. 43 
 44 
P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 45 
Water may be poured into the font 46 
 47 
P:  Merciful God, 48 
       We thank you for the waters of creation  49 
       that nourish us. 50 
 51 
P:  Blessed are you. 52 
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 53 
 54 
P:  Jesus Christ, 55 
       We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 56 
       Lead us to drink of those waters that gush up to eternal life. 57 
 58 
P:  Blessed are you. 59 
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 60 
 61 
P: Holy Spirit,  62 
       As once you descended upon our Christ and us at Holy Baptism,  63 
       descend upon us once again and fill us with the breath of peace. 64 
 65 
P:  Blessed are you. 66 
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 67 
 68 
P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 69 
       and for making us a new creation. 70 
       We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 71 
       now and forever. 72 
C: Amen 73 
 74 
 75 
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GATHERING HYMN        76 
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ..........................................................LBW 499 77 
 78 
 79 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 118 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 119 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 120 
C: And also with you. 121 
 122 
 123 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 124 
 125 
 126 
 127 
 128 
 129 
 130 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 159 
P:  Let us pray. 160 
       O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety 161 
       through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in 162 
       certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through 163 
       Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 164 
       Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 165 
C:  Amen 166 
Sit 167 

WORD 168 
 169 
FIRST READING:  Acts 2:42-47 170 
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, 171 
when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in worship and fellowship, 172 
shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough. 173 
A:  A Reading from Acts: 174 
             42 The baptized devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 175 
       fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 176 
 177 
         43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were 178 
       being done through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and 179 
       had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods 180 
       and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they 181 
       spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and 182 
       ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having 183 
       the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their 184 
       number those who were being saved. 185 
 186 
A:  The word of the Lord. 187 
C:  Thanks be to God. 188 
 189 
 190 
 191 
 192 
 193 
 194 
 195 
 196 
 197 
 198 
 199 
 200 
 201 
 202 
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Psalm 23 203 
The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it.

 204 
 205 
 206 
 207 
 208 
Sung responsively between the cantor and congregation. 209 
 210 
 211 
 212 
 213 
       1 The LORD | is my shepherd; 214 
  I shall not | be in want. 215 
 2 The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 216 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 217 
 3 You restore my | soul, O LORD, 218 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 219 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 220 
         shall | fear no evil; 221 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 222 
 223 
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 224 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 225 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 226 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R 227 
 228 
 229 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25 230 
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or 231 
even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, 232 
particularly amid adversity. 233 
A:  A Reading from First Peter: 234 
 235 
                     19 It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures 236 
       pain while suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for 237 
       doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good 238 
       and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. 21 For to this 239 
       you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 240 
       example, so that you should follow in his steps. 241 
            22 “He committed no sin, 242 
         and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 243 
           23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he 244 
       did not threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges 245 
       justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having 246 
       died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have 247 
       been healed. 25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have 248 
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       returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 249 
A:  The word of the Lord. 250 
C:  Thanks be to God. 251 
 252 
Stand 253 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 254 

 255 

  256 

 257 
 258 
 259 
 260 
 261 
 262 
 263 
 264 
 265 
 266 
 267 
 268 
 269 
Cantor:  Jesus says, I am the good shepherd.* I know my own and my own 270 
                 know me.  271 
C:  Repeat the Alleluias. 272 
 273 
GOSPEL: John 10:1-10 274 
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Those who 275 
listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 276 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 277 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 278 
 279 
           Jesus said: 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the 280 
       sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a 281 
       bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 282 
       sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his 283 
       voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has 284 
       brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 285 
       because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they 286 
       will run from him because they do not know the voice of 287 
       strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 288 
       understand what he was saying to them. 289 
         7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for 290 
       the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the 291 
       sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will 292 
       be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes 293 
       only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have 294 
       it abundantly.” 295 
 296 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 297 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 298 
 299 
Sit 300 
SERMON ......................................................................... Janet Stroble, ALWL 301 
 302 
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Stand 303 
HYMN OF THE DAY         304 
The Lord’s My Shepherd .......................................................................LBW 451 305 
 306 
 307 
 308 
 309 
 310 
 311 
 312 
 313 
 314 
 315 
 316 
 317 
 318 
 319 
 320 
 321 
 322 
 323 
 324 
 325 
 326 
 327 
 328 
 329 
 330 
 331 
 332 
 333 
 334 
 335 
 336 
 337 
 338 
 339 
 340 
 341 
 342 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 343 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 344 

creator of heaven and earth. 345 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 346 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 347 
and born of the virgin Mary. 348 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 349 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 350 

He descended into hell. 351 
On the third day he rose again. 352 
He ascended into heaven, 353 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 354 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 355 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 356 
the holy catholic Church, 357 
the communion of saints, 358 
the forgiveness of sins, 359 
the resurrection of the body, 360 
and the life everlasting. Amen 361 

 362 
 363 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 364 
A brief silence is held after the introduction. 365 
P:  Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 366 
       broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 367 
 368 
After each petition: 369 
P:  Merciful God, 370 
C:  receive our prayer. 371 
 372 
The prayers conclude: 373 
P:  God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the 374 
       good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 375 
       Savior. 376 
C:  Amen 377 
 378 
PEACE 379 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 380 
C:  And also with you. 381 

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord. 382 
Peace be with you.  R: Peace be with you. 383 

Sit 384 
 385 

MEAL 386 
OFFERING 387 
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared. 388 
 389 
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 ANTHEM 390 
God is My Shepherd ........................................................................ Pryor/Nolan 391 
 392 
Stand 393 
OFFERTORY 394 
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung 395 

 396 

 397 

 398 

 399 

 400 

 401 

 402 
 403 
 404 
 405 
 406 
 407 
 408 
 409 
 410 
 411 
 412 
 413 
 414 
OFFERING PRAYER 415 
A:  Let us pray. 416 
C:  Merciful God, 417 
       accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 418 
       You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 419 
       when we will hunger and thirst no more. 420 
       Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 421 
       that goodness and mercy may follow us 422 
       and bless the world you love. 423 
       In the name of Jesus, 424 
       Amen 425 
 426 
 427 
 428 
 429 
 430 
 431 



Messiah Lutheran Church                                                          April 26, 2026 

11 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 432 

 433 

 434 

 435 

 436 

 437 

 438 

 439 

 440 

 441 

 442 

 443 

 444 

 445 
 446 
 447 
PREFACE 448 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 449 
places offer thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  450 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal lamb 451 
who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in 452 
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so with Mary Magdalene and Peter, and 453 
all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 454 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name 455 
and join their unending hymn:  456 
 457 
 458 
 459 
 460 
 461 
 462 
 463 
 464 
 465 
 466 
 467 
 468 
 469 
 470 
 471 
 472 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 473 
P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 474 
       heaven and earth are full of your glory. 475 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 476 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 477 
who preached good news to the poor, 478 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 479          480 

        In the night in which he was betrayed, 481 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 482 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 483 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 484 

        Do this for the remembrance of me. 485 
 486 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 487 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 488 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 489 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 490 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 491 
 492 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 493 
we await his coming in glory. 494 
 495 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 496 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 497 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 498 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 499 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 500 

C: Amen 501 
 502 
LORD’S PRAYER 503 
     Our Father, who art in heaven, 504 

     hallowed be thy name, 505 
     thy kingdom come, 506 
     thy will be done, 507 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 508 
      Give us this day our daily bread; 509 
      and forgive us our trespasses,  510 

     as we forgive those 511 
     who trespass against us; 512 

      and lead us not into temptation,  513 
     but deliver us from evil.  514 

      For thine is the kingdom, 515 
     and the power, and the glory, 516 
      forever and ever. Amen 517 

 518 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 519 
P:  Come to the table of new life. 520 
        Receive the risen Lord. 521 
C:  Thanks be to God.  522 
 523 
 524 
 525 
 526 
 527 
 528 
 529 
 530 
 531 
 532 
 533 
 534 
 535 
 536 
 537 
 538 
 539 
 540 
 541 
 542 
 543 
Sit 544 
COMMUNION 545 
All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing.  Please 546 
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they 547 
say these words to each communicant:  548 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 549 
The communicant may say: Amen 550 

 551 
 552 
 553 
 554 
 555 
 556 
 557 
 558 
 559 
 560 
 561 
 562 
 563 
 564 
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COMMUNION HYMN      You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 565 
 566 
 567 
 568 
 569 
 570 
 571 
 572 
 573 
 574 
 575 
 576 
 577 
 578 
 579 
 580 
 581 
 582 
 583 
 584 
 585 
 586 
 587 
 588 
 589 
 590 
 591 
 592 
 593 
 594 
Stand 595 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 596 
     keep you in his grace.   597 
C:  Amen 598 
 599 
 600 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 601 
A:  Let us pray. 602 
       Holy One, 603 
       through this meal you have made your home among us 604 
       and are making all things new. 605 
       Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 606 
       to love our enemies, 607 
       and to bring your healing to the nations. 608 
       In the name of Jesus, 609 
C:  Amen 610 
 611 

 612 
 613 
 614 
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SENDING 615 
 616 
BLESSING 617 
P:  God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 618 
       Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 619 
       and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 620 

      ☩ bless you now and forever. 621 
C:  Amen 622 
 623 
SENDING HYMN           624 
Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing ..................................................... LBW 196 625 
 626 
 627 
 628 
 629 
 630 
 631 
 632 
 633 
 634 
 635 
 636 
 637 
 638 
 639 
 640 
 641 
 642 
 643 
 644 
 645 
 646 
 647 
 648 
 649 
 650 

 651 
DISMISSAL 652 
A:  Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!  653 
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 654 
 655 
 656 
POSTLUDE 657 
Basse et Dessus de Trompette .......................................... Nicola Clerambault        658 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. 
If you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name and 
information to a congregation member.  We hope to see you again. 
 

This morning we welcome Janet Stroble, an Authorized Lay Worship 

Leader (ALWL) of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Janet has received 

extensive training so as to provide worship leadership and preaching, and has 

been authorized by the bishop of the synod to preside at the Eucharist. 
 

Tickets are available this morning for the "WOMEN'S BANQUET" on 
Tuesday, May 5 (6:00 p.m.) in Shaheen Hall.  It is a "red-white-blue" 
night with table decorations, a quilt display, and special music geared to 
America's 250th Anniversary.  Ticket prices are ... Adults - $13.00; 
Children (age 6 to 12) - $6.00; Children (age 5 and under) - Free.  A 
challenge ... wear something "patriotic"!  
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is right around the corner.  If you would like 
to volunteer to help, please give me a call at 570-244-6964 or call the 
church office.  Even if you can only do it for a day or two, it would be 
helpful.  The theme this year is "Tropical Trek" and it will be held June 15-
19 from 9:00-noon. THINGS WE NEED:  If you have any artificial ivy, ferns 
or other house plants/trees that we can borrow or have, it would be 
appreciated (no Christmas trees or evergreen garlands). If you do want 
them returned, please make sure to put your name on them 
somewhere.  We will also be collecting brown packaging paper like what 
comes in Amazon shipments. There will be a box put in the alcove near 
the elevator.  More to come....    Thank you in advance, Kathryn Pratt 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE ASSISTANTS 
Ushers: Charles Luppert, Larry & Donna Britton, Rhonda Koch, Sylvia 
McCarty, Larry Solomon; Lay Assistant: Carola Storrs  
Comm. Asst.: Sherri Holtzman; Acolyte: Doriann Morris  
Altar Guild: Jody Fullmer, April Gardner  
Greeters/Presenters: Howard and Jean Wilt; Cantor: Dave Bausinger 
Flower Delivery: Charles Luppert; Guest Organist: Barbara Hoffman 

IN BLESSED MEMORY 
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
Harold C. Kropp by his wife, Martha and family. 
The Sanctuary Lamp burns in memory of Lee Waltz. 
*Please Note* that the one Basket of Flowers last week was in honor of 
Kirstin Gist’s 35th birthday by her husband and family. 
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Our Good Shepherd 

The images in today’s texts provide us with much food for thought and 
action. Psalm 23 tells of a shepherd who leads us to green pastures and 
refreshing waters, walks alongside us as we face challenging times, takes 
us to a table already set, and anoints us with oil to mark each of us as 
chosen. We are heard, seen, known, valued, and loved, and remain in the 
Shepherd’s presence for all time. 

Jesus’ words in the gospel reading add to the image of a loving and 
caring shepherd. The shepherd calls each sheep by name, while the 
sheep follow because they recognize that voice. Jesus, our Good 
Shepherd, knows us well and calls each of us by name. Jesus also serves 
as the gate for the sheep, guarding and protecting us in the sheepfold, 
while also providing access to pastureland. This protection and access 
give us the space to be who we are, with no need to play games or 
pretend to be someone we are not. And when it comes right down to it, 
the Good Shepherd comes to give us abundant life—new life in 
relationship with God, others, and all creation. 

The reading from Acts 2 provides an image of abundant life among the 
early Christians, a life with an extravagance of worship, fellowship, 
prayer, generosity, service to others, and thankfulness. 

How does the image of the Good Shepherd sit with you? How do you 
picture the relationship between you and Jesus—with shepherd and 
sheep imagery, or something else? Where and how do you recognize the 
Good Shepherd’s voice? Do you know someone who has abundant life in 
Christ—a life of faith, joy, and love? What would such a life look like for 
you, and for your faith community? 
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