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“Then go quickly
and tell his disciples:
‘He has risen

from the dead
and is going ahead

of you into Galilee.
There you will see him.”

MATTHEW 28:7, NIV
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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new!
Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to
everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s
faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at the tomb,
we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of
God’s endless love.

GATHERING
PRELUDES
Rondo Sondra K. Tucker
Bell Choir
Ring the Easter Bells. Joseph Martin
Choir and Bell Choir
Stand
The congregation turns to face the processional cross.
GATHERING HYMN Jesus Christ is Risen Today
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1 Je - sus Christ is ris’'n to - day, Al — le - lu - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let wus sing, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al /—_\ le - Iu - ia!
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al - le - In - ia!
un - to Christ, our heav’'n-ly king, Al - le - lu - ia!
our sal - va - tion have pro -cured; Al - le - lu - ia!
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his love;

praise e - ter - nal
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who did once up - on the cross, A — e - Nl - ia
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - lu - ia!
now a - bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - lu - ial
praise him, all you heav’'n-ly host, Al - le - lu - ia!
T
O\ £ -\P- -J: J’-s_ T S 2 IA. ]
—F ] - ok T . I e I
F b I I = — 1 I 1




Messiah Lutheran Church April 5, 2026

Q — | T v ~ - = |
e s == ==
J 54T g e 1 ~— ~ —
suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu - ia!
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - lu - ia!
where the an-gels ev -er sing. Al - le - lu - ia!
Fa - ther, Son,and Ho - ly Ghost. Al - le - lu - ia!
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Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lvra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 17071788, st. 4
Music: EASTER HYMN, J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708

GREETING

(P): Alleluia! Christ is risen!

@: Heis risen indeed. Alleluia!

(P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!

¥: Amen

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
(P): Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Pastor pours water into the font.

(P): Merciful God,
We thank you for the waters of creation
that nourish us.
: Blessed are you.
: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

FRE

: Jesus Christ,
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
Lead us to drink of those waters that gush up to eternal life.

: Blessed are you.

: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

FRE

: Holy Spirit,
As once you descended upon our Christ and us at Holy Baptism,
descend upon us once again and fill us with the breath of peace.

: Blessed are you.
: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

¥: Amen

FRE
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
(P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
[@: And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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has be- gun his reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-1le - lu - ia.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

(P} Letus pray.
0 God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our
redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the
power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him
forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

¥: Amen

Sit
WORD
FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the essential
message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the
words of the prophets, receives forgiveness of sins through his name.

(Al: A Reading from Acts:

34 Peter began to speak to Cornelius and his household: “I truly
understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who
hears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 3¢ You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he
is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee
after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the
third day and allowed him to appear, %! not to all the people but to us who
were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he
rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

(Al: The word of the Lord.
[8: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it.
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let us re - joice and be glad in it.
Sung responsively between the cantor and congregation.
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1Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good;
God’s mercy en- | dures forever.
2Let Israel | now declare,
“God’s mercy en- | dures forever.”
14The LORD is my strength | and my song,
and has become | my salvation.
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the
righteous:
“The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!
16The right hand of the LORD | is exalted!
The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!”
171 shall not | die, but live,
and declare the works | of the LORD. R

18The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely,
but did not hand me o- | ver to death.
190pen for me the | gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks | to the LORD.
20“This is the gate | of the LORD;
here the righ- | teous may enter.”
1] give thanks to you, for you have | answered me
and you have become | my salvation. R

22The stone that the build- | ers rejected
has become the chief | cornerstone.

23By the LORD has | this been done;
it is marvelous | in our eyes.

24This is the day that the | LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be | glad in it. R
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SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4

Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire focus
and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God.

(A: A Reading from Colossians:

LIf you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the
things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died,
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. * When Christ who is your life is
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

(A): The word of the Lord.
[8: Thanks be to God.

Stand
The Gospel is carried into the midst of the people as a reminder that Christ is present among us.
Please face the processional cross.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Cantor: Christ our paschal lamb has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us
keep the feast.
[¥: Repeat the Alleluias.

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10

Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim the good news:
Jesus is risen!

(Pl The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty eighth chapter.
[@: Glory to you, O Lord.

1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there
was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven,
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like
lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook
and became like dead men. > But the angel said to the women, “Do not be
afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. ¢ He is not
here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he
lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’

7
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This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and
great joy and ran to tell his disciples.  Suddenly Jesus met them and said,
“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped

him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers

and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

(P): The Gospel of the Lord.
[¥§: Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sit
SERMON ...ttt Pastor Amme
Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY  Christ is Risen! Alleluia!
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1 Christis ris-en! Al - le - lu-ial Ris - en our vic - to - rious head!
2 Christis ris-en! All the sad-ness of ourLent-en fast is oO’er;
3 Christis ris-en! All the sor-row that lasteve-ning round him lay
4 Christ is ris-en! Hence-forthnev-er death or hell shall wus en - thrall;
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Sing  his prais - es! Al -le - lu - ia! Christis ris-en from the dead!
through the o - pen gatesof glad-ness he re-turns to  life once more;
now has found a glo-rious mor-row in the ris-ing of to - day.
we Christ’s, in  him for - ev - er we have tri-umphed o - ver all.
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Grate-ful - ly our hearts a - dore him as his light once more ap - pears;
death and hell be - fore him bend-ing see himrise, the vic - tor now,
See the grave its first-fruits giv - ing, spring-ing up from ho - ly ground;
All  the doubt-ing and de - jec - tion of  our trem-bling hearts have ceased;
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bow-ing down in  joy be-fore him, ris - ing up from griefs and tears.
an - gels on his  steps at-tend-ing, glo - ry round his wound-ed brow.
he wasdead, but now is liv-ing; he waslost, but he is found.
hail the day of  res- ur-rec-tion! Let wus rise and keep the feast.
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Christ is ris-en! Al -le - lu - ia!  Ris - en our vic - to-rious head!
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Sing his prais-es! Al -le - lu-ia! Christ is ris-en from the dead!
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Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.
Music: MORGENLIED, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927
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NICENE CREED
¥: We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified.

He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A brief silence is held after the introduction.

(Pl: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

After each petition:

(Pl: Merciful God,

[¥8: receive our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

(P): God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Savior.

[@: Amen

PEACE
(P): The peace of Christ be with you always.
[¥: And also with you.

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Peace be with you. R: Peace be with you.

Sit
MEAL
OFFERING
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared.
ANTHEM
Awake! Arise! GO FOPtR! ... ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssans Don Besig
Pam Yoder, Trumpet
Stand
OFFERTORY
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung
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pres - ence, and give us a fore- taste of the feast to come.
OFFERING PRAYER

(A): Let us pray.
@: Merciful God,
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love.
In the name of Jesus,

Amen
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal lamb
who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so with Mary Magdalene and Peter, and
all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lordt Ho - san-na in the high - est.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

(P}: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,

we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

¥: Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

(P): Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

@: Thanks be to God.
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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Sit

COMMUNION

All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing. Please

follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they
say these words to each communicant:

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen

COMMUNION HYMN  Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!
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1 Al - le - lu - ial Je - sus is ris - en!

2 Walk-ing  the way, Christ in the cen - ter
3 Je - sus the vine, we are the branch - es;

4 Weep-ing, be gone; sor - row, be si - lent:

5 Cit -y of God, Eas - ter for - ev - er,
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Trum - pets re - sound-ing in glo - 11 - ous light!
tell - ing the sto - 1y to o - pen our eyes;
life in the Spir - it the fruit  of the tree;
death put a - sun - der, and Eas - ter is bright.
gold - en Je - rtu - sa - lem, Je - sus  the Lamb,
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Splen-dor, the Lamb, heav - en for - ev - er!
break-ing  our bread, giv - ing  us glo - 1y
heav - en to earth, Christ to the peo - ple,
Cher - u - bim sing: O grave, be o - pen!
v - er of life, saints and arch - an -  gels,
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Oh, what a mir - a - cle God has in sight!
Je - sus our bless - ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
gift of the fu - ture now flow - ing to me.
Clothe us in won - der, a - dorn us in light.
sing withcre - a - tion to God the I AM!
n 1. Refrain
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Je - sus is ris - en and we shall a - rise.
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Give God  the glo - r1y! Al-le - Tu - ia!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926

Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1969 Contemporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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Stand

(P}: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

@: Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
(A): Let us pray.
Holy One,
through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations.
In the name of Jesus,
¥: Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

(P): God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,
*+ bless you now and forever.

@: Amen

The congregation turns to face the processional cross.

SENDING HYMN I know that My Redeemer Lives! St. 1-4, 8
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11 know that my Re - deem - er lives! What com -fort
2 He lives tri-um - phant from  the grave; he lives e -
3 He lives to grant me rich sup - ply; he lives to
4 He lives to si - lence all my fears; he lives to
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this sweet sen - tence gives! He lives, he lives, who
ter - nal - Iy to save; he lives ex -alt - ed,
guide me with his eye; he lives to com - fort
wipe a - way my tears; he lives to calm my
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once was dead; he lives, my ev - er - liv - ing head!
throned a - bove; he lives to rule his church in love.
me when faint; he lives to hear my soul’s com - plaint.
trou - bled heart; he lives all bless - ings to im - part.

5 He lives to bless me with his love;

he lives to plead for me above;

he lives my hungry soul to feed;
he lives to help in time of need.

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend;
he lives and loves me to the end;
he lives, and while he lives, I’ll sing;
he lives, my prophet, priest, and king!

Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt.

Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793

DISMISSAL

7 He lives and grants me daily breath;
he lives, and I shall conquer death;
he lives my mansion to prepare;
he lives to bring me safely there.

8 He lives, all glory to his name!
He lives, my Savior, still the same;
what joy this blest assurance gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!

(Al: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!

@: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE

SERVICE ASSISTANTS

Ushers: Charles Luppert, Larry & Donna Britton, Rhonda Koch, Sylvia
McCarty, Larry Solomon; Lay Assistant: Dave Bausinger; Comm. Asst.: Candy
Watkins; Acolyte/Crucifer: Dylan Sherman Torchbearers: Weston Sherman,
Doriann Morris; Altar Guild: Sue Shoemaker, Yvonne Kaiser;
Greeters/Presenters: Yvonne Kaiser, Rhonda Koch; Cantor: Bob
Schweppenheiser; Flower Delivery: Paul Weaver

IN BLESSED MEMORY

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Dennis Ream Sr. on the anniversary of his 76t birthday, April 5t, by his wife
sandy, his children; Dennis Jr., Kelley Reed and their families.

The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in memory of
Dorothy Artman by her daughters Emily Bausinger, Connie Hess and families.
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving and living
memory of Susie and David Hutchinson by their family.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If
you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name and
information to a congregation member. We hope to see you again.

If you ordered Easter Flowers, you may pick them up following worship
today.

The Lifelong Faith Formation Committee will host an Easter Egg Hunt
directly after worship in Shaheen Hall. Bring your Easter Baskets; bags will
be provided for those who forget their baskets.

Lenten Self-Denial Banks should be returned to the church as soon as
possible by placing them in the box located at the rear of the church or by
dropping them off at the church office.

The Church Office will be closed on Monday, April 6th.

Spring is here, so it is time to think of the “Mother’s Day Dinner” (now
renamed “Women’s Banquet”). Pen the date of Tuesday, May 5, in your
calendar ... roasted turkey breast ... same ticket prices as last year ... a
unique program by Candy Watkins and her nephew, Brian Gresh. Tickets
will be available on April 12-19-26 in the narthex.

West Branch history is exciting! See the displays at the THOMAS T.
TABER MUSEUM on SUNDAY, APRIL 26 (12:15-2:15 p.m.) But, first, we’ll
have a sandwich/salad lunch—provided by members of WELCA—and then
car-pool to the Museum where Wilma Reeder—an employee of the
Museum—will give us an “Introduction” and then we tour on our own.
Tickets will be available in the narthex on April 12 and 19.

Trivia Night is Saturday, April 18 (6:00 p.m.) Registration fees are $8.00
per person or $15.00 per couple and all monies go to the beneficiary-
Messiah Pre-School's Scholarship Fund. Please bring food to share; pizza
and beverages will be provided. George Jansson is our Quiz-master.
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Strongly Sung Alleluias

In Matthew’s telling of the Easter story, Mary Magdalene and “the other
Mary” are the first to experience the resurrection of Jesus (28:1).
Earthquake, descending angel, and convulsing grave-guards all attest to
this miraculous feat of God’s love defeating death forever. The angelic
invitation to the women to behold the bodiless resting place of Jesus is
met with evangelistic fervor; the women race off full of “fear and great
joy” (v. 8) to tell the others. Their run from the empty tomb, however, is
interrupted by the risen Christ. A simple word of greeting from Jesus
sends the women to the ground; they “took hold of his feet, and
worshiped him” (v. 9).

What did this first Easter-morning worship look like? Did the women
recite traditional Jewish prayers? Were they moved to sing? Might this
worshipful moment be the time and place the first Easter “alleluia” was
uttered? Perhaps they harkened back to Psalm 118 and sang to Jesus,
“The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation” (v.
14). At the feet of Jesus, the women found strength as they bore witness
to God’s liberation and the power of resurrection. This was the Jesus
they would share with the other disciples and, by extension, the world.
This is the Jesus they would sing out to others in Galilee and beyond. A
new day had dawned; Easter had arrived. Alleluia!

The church gathers on this Easter Day to join in the proclamation of
Christ crucified and risen. We gather to share in the wonder and joy of
Mary and Mary, whose worshipful witness has become our own. We join
in the prayers, the confession, the Easter fervor that knows the salvation
of our God, our strength and our song. A new day, an Easter Day has
come. “This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad
in it” (Psalm 118:24). Indeed, let us rejoice, worship, and sing out strong:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
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