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  SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized for eating with 
tax collectors and sinners—the religiously nonobservant. Jesus criticizes the self-righteous 
and reminds us that mercy is to be at the heart of our religious practices. God continues to 
be made known in those on the margins of society, like Matthew the tax collector and the 
hemorrhaging woman. As we gather each Lord’s day we receive the healing that makes us 
well and sends us forth to be signs of God’s mercy for the world. 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE   
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P:  In the name of the Father, 

       and of the ☩ Son, 
       and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near to God with a true heart and 

       confess our sins to God the Father, asking him in the Name of our Lord, 

       Jesus Christ, to grant us the forgiveness of all our sins, and through the 

       grace of the Holy spirit, true repentance and amendment of our sinful 

       lives.  
 

Kneel 

Silence is kept for meditation… 

P: Almighty God, merciful Father: 

C:  I have sinned against you in thought, in word, and in deed; 
        By what I have done and what I have left undone.  
        I have not loved you with my whole heart, mind, and strength. 
        I have not loved my neighbor as myself. 
        For the sake of our beloved Son, who suffered upon the cross for 
        me, 
        Have mercy upon me and forgive me all my sin! 
 

P:  Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the 
       death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their wickedness 
       and live. As a Called and Ordained minister of the church of Jesus Christ, 
       and by his authority, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, in 

       the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN      Morning Has Broken 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
       and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE      
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
          O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the 
       power of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to 
       the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
Sit 
 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING:  Hosea 5:15-6:6  
Because the people have trusted in military powers and not God, God decides to withdraw from the scene 
until Israel acknowledges its guilt and seeks God’s face. The response of the people does not acknowledge 
this guilt and is as fickle as fog or dew burned away quickly by the sun. God desires loyalty rather than words 
or meaningless deeds. 

A:  A Reading from Hosea: 
 

          15 I will return again to my place 
  until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. 
  In their distress they will beg my favor: 
 

   6:1 “Come, let us return to the LORD, 
  for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; 
  he has struck down, and he will bind us up. 
   2 After two days he will revive us; 
  on the third day he will raise us up, 
  that we may live before him. 
   3 Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD; 
  his appearing is as sure as the dawn; 
   he will come to us like the showers, 
  like the spring rains that water the earth.” 
 

       4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 
  What shall I do with you, O Judah? 
    Your love is like a morning cloud, 
  like the dew that goes away early. 
   5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; 
  I have killed them by the words of my mouth, 
  and my judgment goes forth as the light. 
   6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 
  the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 

 

A:  The word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 50:7-15 
Sung responsively between the Pastor and congregation. 

  

 

 

 7 “Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear wit- | ness against 
       you; 
  for I am | God, your God. 
 8 I do not accuse you because | of your sacrifices; 
  your burnt offerings are al- | ways before me. 
 9 I will not accept a calf | from your stalls, 
  nor goats | from your pens; 
 10 for all the wild animals of the for- | est are mine, 
  the cattle on a | thousand hills.  

 11 I know every bird | of the mountains, 
  and the creatures of the | fields are mine. 
 12 If I were hungry, I | would not tell you, 
  for the whole world is mine and all | that is in it. 
 13 Do you think I eat the | flesh of bulls, 
  or drink the | blood of goats? 
 14 Offer to God a sacrifice | of thanksgiving 
  and make good your vows to | the Most High. 
 15 Call upon me in the | day of trouble; 
  I will deliver you, and you shall | honor me.  
 

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 
Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. For Abraham and for us, a right relationship 
with God involves trusting that God’s promises will be fulfilled because God makes the dead alive and calls 
into existence what otherwise does not exist. 

A:  A Reading from Romans: 
 

                       13 The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 
       Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 
       righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be 
       the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings 
       wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 
           16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may 
       rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not 
       only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of 
       Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made 
       you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he 
       believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things 
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       that do not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would 
       become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So 
       shall your descendants be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he 
       considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was 
       about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No 
       distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew 
       strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully convinced that 
       God was able to do what he had promised. 22 Therefore “it was reckoned 
       to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” 
       were written not for his sake alone 24 but for ours also. It will be 
       reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 
       dead, 25 who was handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our 
       justification. 
 

A:  The word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 
Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable and curing the incurable. Even the 
dead receive new life. 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

                  9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting 
       at the tax-collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got 
       up and followed him. 
              10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and 
       sinners came and were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the 
       Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat 
       with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard this, he said, 
        “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 
       sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I 
       have not come to call the righteous but sinners.” 
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              18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came 
       in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and 
       lay your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 And Jesus got up and followed 
       him, with his disciples. 20 Then suddenly a woman who had been 
       suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years came up behind him and 
       touched the fringe of his cloak, 21 for she was saying to herself, “If I only 
       touch his cloak, I will be made well.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he 
       said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the 
       woman was made well from that moment. 23 When Jesus came to the 
       leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a 
       commotion, 24 he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” 
       And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he 
       went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26 And the report of 
       this spread through all of that district. 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 

Sit 

SERMON ...............................................................................Pastor Kliner 
 
 
 

Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY         
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy .................................................... LBW 290 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen  
 

SENIOR RECOGNITION 
P:  We honor our seniors who graduate at the end of this school year. 
       The work of education is challenging, exciting, demanding, rewarding. 
       It prepares us for new adventures ahead in further education or work 
       or military service or into whatever direction our interests, our 
       talents, or our curiosities move us and lead us. We pray that as our 
       seniors step out into the paths into which the world carries them that 
       God goes with them to bless them and keep them safe on their 
       journey. The blankets that we present to our high school seniors 
       symbolize our love and the love of our Lord that enfolds and 
       embraces them as they go on their way.        
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P:  Let us pray: 
 

       Lord God, Heavenly Father, as our seniors complete a milestone in 
       education and in their lives, as they move out into new adventures in 
       living and in developing who they shall be, travel with them to keep 
       them safe on their way, but also to assist them in learning who they 
       are and to guide them in becoming the person to whom You have 
       given the talent and skills to become. Fill them with Your Spirit that 
       the love of Christ would move them to share Your peace with all who 
       cross their pathways in the diverse and varied world that lies before 
       them. Be their strength in days of challenge and their joy in days of 
       triumph; for Jesus' sake. 
C:  Amen. 
 

Sung to the tune of “Go, My Children, with My Blessing" 

C:  Go, my children, in my love you’ll always abide 
       Meet your future, looking on your past deeds with pride. 
       May your faith give you direction; may the Church be your 
       connection, 
       To the ways of Resurrection, grace undenied. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A brief silence is held after the introduction. 

P:  Let us pray for the Church, the world, and all people according to their 
       need… 
 

After each petition: 

P:  Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P:  All these things, most merciful God, we commend into your hands, 
       through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
C:  Amen! 
 

 

PEACE 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
Peace be with you.  R: Peace be with you 

Sit 

MEAL 
OFFERING 
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared. 
 

ANTHEM 
Great is Thy Faithfulness .......................................................................... Jack Schrader 
 



Messiah Lutheran Church                                                              June 7, 2026 

11 
 

Stand 

OFFERTORY 
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A:  Let us pray…  Blessed are you, 
C:  O Lord, our God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness, you 
       have blessed us with these gifts.  With them, we offer ourselves to 
       your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of 
       all that you have made; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, 
       Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 

P:  Heavenly Father, you are holy indeed and all creation rightly gives you 
       thanks and praise.  
 

       All life, all holiness comes from you, through your only begotten Son, 
       Jesus Christ our Lord, by the working of the Holy Spirit.   
        

                  From age to age you gather a people unto yourself, so that, from the 

       rising of the sun to its setting, a perfect offering may be made to the glory 
       of your holy name. 
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       And so, Father, we bring you these gifts:   
       We ask you to make them Holy by the power of your Spirit, that they may 
       become the Body and Blood of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, at 
       whose command we celebrate this Eucharist. 
 

       For, in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread, gave thanks, 
       broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying: 

TAKE AND EAT.   
THIS IS MY BODY WHICH IS GIVEN UP FOR YOU.   
DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 

 

       After supper He took the cup.  Again, he gave Thanks and Praise to you 
       and gave it them to drink saying: 

DRINK OF THIS, ALL OF YOU:   
THIS CUP IS MY BLOOD OF THE NEW AND EVERLASTING 
COVENANT.  
IT WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOjR THE 
FORGIVENESS OF SIN.   
DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 

 

      The mystery of faith: 
C:   Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 
 

P:  And so, Father Most Holy, calling to mind the death your Son endured 
       for our salvation, his glorious Resurrection and his ascension into 
       heaven, and ready to greet him when he comes again, we offer you in 
       thanksgiving this holy and living sacrifice of praise— 
       Look with favor on your Church, and see the Victim whose death has 
       reconciled us to yourself.   
       Grant that we, who are nourished by our Lord’s body and blood, may be 
       filled with his Holy Spirit, and become one body, one spirit in Christ 
       Jesus. 
 

       May he make us an everlasting gift to you and enable us to share in the 
       inheritance of your Saints: the Patriarchs and Prophets, the Holy 
       Apostles and Martyrs, and all your Saints in Light, whose witness 
       encourages us in our Faith. 
 

       Strengthen in faith and love your pilgrim Church on earth; together with 
       our Bishops, Pastors, Deacons and the entire people your son has won 
       for you. 
       Hear now the prayers of the family you have gathered here before you.  
       In mercy and love, unite all your children wherever they may be. 
       Welcome into your Kingdom our departed brothers and sisters, and all 
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       who have left this world in your friendship. 
       There in your Kingdom, freed from the corruption of sin and death, we 
       shall proclaim your glory with every creature, 
       through Christ our Lord, through whom you give us everything that is 
       good. 
 

       Through Him, with Him and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 
       glory and honor is yours almighty Father, now and forever.   
C:  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words that our Lord Jesus Christ has 
       given us… 
 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 
      Give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses,  

     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  

      For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
      forever and ever. Amen 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:  Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
C:  Thanks be to God!  
P:  Come now and eat of the Bread of Life and drink of the Cup of 

      Salvation!  Taste and see, the Lord is good! 

C:  Amen! 
 
 
 

Sit 

COMMUNION 
All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing.  Please 
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they 
say these words to each communicant:  

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
The communicant may say: Amen 
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COMMUNION HYMN             
Now We Join in Celebration ........................................................................ LBW 203 
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Stand 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
     keep you in his grace.   
C:  Amen 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A: Let us pray  
       Father in Heaven, you have fed us with the Bread of Life, 
       your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Sustain us by the work of 
       the Holy Spirit, through this Holy Meal, that we may abide in Christ, and 
       he in us, to the glory of your Holy Name. 
C:  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you and        
       gracious unto you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 

       peace.  And may almighty God—the Father, ☩ The Son, and The Holy 
       Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN            Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

A:  Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE



IN BLESSED MEMORY 
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory of loved 
ones. 
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving 
memory of Betty Weiskerger on her heavenly 99th birthday on June 12th 
by her family. 
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SERVICE ASSISTANTS 

Ushers: Carl Gee, Jody Fullmer, Dave and Rita Strickler, Jimmy Gardner, 
Paul Ulrich; Lay Assistant: Carola Storrs; Comm. Assist.: Rhonda Koch 
Acolyte: Malory Klemick, Altar Guild: Jody Fullmer, Jeannie Bower 
Greeters/Presenters: Dave and Emily Bausinger  
Flower Delivery: Jody Fullmer 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If 
you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name & 
information to a congregation member.  We hope to see you again. 
 

Today we celebrate the Graduates of Messiah: As we traditionally have 
we will be presenting a blanket to our High School Senior, Nathan Rundio. 
Nathan graduates from South Williamsport Area School District and will be 
going to the University of Buffalo majoring in Environmental Architecture. 
 

Please join us after worship for coffee hour and fellowship in Shaheen Hall. 
 

Will the individual who removed the table cloth clips from the closet in 
Shaheen hall please return them to the Church Office. Thank you, Chuck 
Luppert 
 

Wednesday, July 15, 9:00 a.m. – Knot-A-Sack “Knotty Party” – Join us for a 
time of fellowship, good conversation, (and Sally’s cookies!) while we knot the 
drawstrings to complete the backpacks.  Watch for more updates later in June! 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL "Tropical Trek" will be held Monday, June 15 – 
Friday, June 19.  Registration forms are available in the Bald Eagle entrance 
or the church office.  
 

I would like to thank everyone for the warm welcome and the 

wonderful Installation Service and dinner as I begin our ministry 

together here at Messiah Lutheran Church.  

It is a joy to be serving as your Pastor and I look forward to our 

time together! 
 

Pax Christi; 

Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS 
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To Be Well 

The fourteenth-century mystic Julian of Norwich is famous for writing 
about a vision of Jesus assuring her that “all shall be well, and all shall be 
well, and all manner of thing shall be well.” 

Jesus, in today’s reading, is deeply concerned with the matter of 
wellness. He uses a metaphor of illness and wellness to defend his 
decision to keep fellowship with those whom society has rejected, 
despised, or cast out. Just a few verses later, Jesus performs two 
intertwined acts of healing, saying to one of the individuals, “Take heart, 
daughter; your faith has made you well” (Matthew 9:22). 

Wellness, for Jesus, is a holistic endeavor. Physical health is one part of 
the equation, but so are spiritual wholeness, mental and emotional well-
being, financial stability, and health in relationships and society. Jesus 
does not limit his work to any one of these areas. Consistently in the 
gospels, Jesus is concerned with all aspects of life. He recognizes and 
works to dismantle all kinds of barriers to full, whole, peaceful living. 

Too often, our contemporary society exploits the idea of wellness to sell 
us a product, to market an unattainable lifestyle, or to guilt us into a 
particular set of behaviors. Jesus, however, is not trying to sell us 
something. Jesus invokes wellness as a way of assuring us that he cares 
deeply about our whole being, and that every part of us is worthy of 
God’s care and keeping. Jesus desires that we be at peace in our bodies, 
minds, spirits, and relationships. 

When our world and our lives are difficult and painful, we can turn again 
and again to scripture, which witnesses to Jesus’ deep compassion, 
empathy, and care for us. He is a living sign of God’s power to comfort 
and heal. He is our living sign and symbol of resurrection and 
restoration. He is the embodiment of our divine assurance that all 
manner of things will, one day, be well, and whole, and at peace. 
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