
  

Messiah Lutheran Church  

GATHER, EMPOWER, SERVE  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

T Holy Communion T  

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost  

August 2, 2026  

  



Messiah Lutheran Church                                                         August 2, 2026 

2 
 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 23 
In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink 24 
without cost. Jesus feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the 25 
eucharistic table we remember all who are hungry or poor in our world today. As we 26 
share the bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry. 27 

GATHERING 28 
  
PRELUDE    
  
  
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
P:  In the name of the Father,  
       and of the ☩ Son,  
       and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen.  
  
P: Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near to God with a true heart and  
       confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the Name of our Lord,  
       Jesus Christ, to grant us the forgiveness of all our sins, and through the  
       grace of the Holy spirit, true repentance and amendment of our sinful  
       lives.   
  
Kneel  

Silence is kept for meditation…  
P: Almighty God, merciful Father:  
C:  I have sinned against you in thought, in word, and in deed;  
        By what I have done and what I have left undone.   
        I have not loved you with my whole heart, mind, and strength.  
        I have not loved my neighbor as myself.  
        For the sake of your beloved Son, who suffered upon the cross for  
        me, have mercy upon me and forgive me all my sin!  
  
P:  Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the  
       death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their wickedness  
       and live. As a Called and Ordained minister of the church of Jesus Christ,  
       and by his authority, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, in  
       the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen.  
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GATHERING HYMN                 O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
APOSTOLIC GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
       and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C:  And also with you.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE       
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P:  Let us pray.  
       Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you  
       cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that  
       satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving  
       world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C:  Amen.  
Sit  

  
WORD  

  
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 55:1-5  
God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to make an  
everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that previously had been limited to Israel. As David was  
a witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel.  
A:  A Reading from Isaiah:  
  
           1 Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters;  
    and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!  
    Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.  
    2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread  
    and your earnings for that which does not satisfy?  
    Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,  
    and delight yourselves in rich food.  
  
    3 Incline your ear, and come to me;  
    listen, so that you may live.  
    I will make with you an everlasting covenant,  
    my steadfast, sure love for David.  
    4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples,  
    a leader and commander for the peoples.  
    5 See you shall call nations that you do not know,  
    and nations that do not know you shall run to you,  
    because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,  
        for he has glorified you.  
  
A:  The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God.   
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PSALM: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21  
Sung responsively between the Pastor and congregation.  
  
  
  
  
    8 The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion,  
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.  
 9 LORD, you are | good to all,  
  and your compassion is over | all your works.   
  
 14 The Lord upholds all | those who fall  
  and lifts up those who | are bowed down.  
 15 The eyes of all wait upon | you, O LORD,  
  and you give them their food | in due season.  
 16 You open | wide your hand  
  and satisfy the desire of every | living thing.  
 17 You are righteous in | all your ways  
  and loving in | all your works.   
  
 18 You are near to all who | call upon you,  
  to all who call up- | on you faithfully.  
 19 You fulfill the desire of | those who fear you;  
  you hear their | cry and save them.  
 20 You watch over all | those who love you,  
  but all the wicked you | shall destroy.  
 21 My mouth shall speak the praise | of the LORD;  
  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forev- | er and ever.   
  
SECOND READING: Romans 9:1-5  
This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s saving plan.  
He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s children, having God’s  
covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises.  
A:  A Reading from Romans:  
  
            1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying;   
my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit—  
2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.   
3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed   
and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people,   
my own kindred according to flesh.   
4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory,   
the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises;   
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5 to them belong the patriarchs,   
and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all,   
God blessed forever. Amen.  
  
A:  The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God.  
  
Stand  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
  

   

  
  
  
  
  
GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21  
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for others will not  
allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles.  
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.  
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
  
       13 Now when Jesus heard about the beheading of John the Baptist,   
       he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself.   
       But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns.   
           14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd,   
       and he had compassion for them and cured their sick.   
  
           15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said,   
       “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late;   
       send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages   
       and buy food for themselves.”   
           16 Jesus said to them,   
       “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.”   
           17 They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.”   
           18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.”   
           19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.   
       Taking the five loaves and the two fish,   
       he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves  
       and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the  
       crowds.  
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           20 And all ate and were filled;   
       and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets  
       full.   
           21 And those who ate were about five thousand men,   
       besides women and children.   
  
P:  The Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  
  
Sit  
SERMON ...........................................................................Pastor Kliner  
  
Stand  
HYMN OF THE DAY        Break Now the Bread of Life  
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.  
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the virgin Mary.  
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven,  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen   
  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
A brief silence is held after the introduction.  
P:  Let us pray for the Church, the world, and all people according to their  
       need…  
  
After each petition:  
P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.  
  
The prayers conclude:  
P:  All these things, most merciful God, we commend into your hands,  
       through Jesus Christ our Lord.    
C:  Amen!  
  
PEACE  
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C:  And also with you.  

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord.  
Peace be with you.  R: Peace be with you  

Sit  
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MEAL  
  

OFFERING  
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared.  
  
Stand  
OFFERTORY  
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
OFFERING PRAYER  
A:  Let us pray…  Blessed are you,  
C:  O Lord, our God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness, you  
       have blessed us with these gifts.  With them, we offer ourselves to  
       your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of  
       all that you have made; for the sake of him who gave himself for us,  
       Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
  
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
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PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all  
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the  
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting  
life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the  
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   
P:  Heavenly Father, you are holy indeed and all creation rightly gives you  
       thanks and praise.   
  
       All life, all holiness comes from you, through your only begotten Son,  
       Jesus Christ our Lord, by the working of the Holy Spirit.            
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                  From age to age you gather a people unto yourself, so that, from the  
       rising of the sun to its setting, a perfect offering may be made to the glory  
       of your holy name.  
       And so, Father, we bring you these gifts:    
       We ask you to make them Holy by the power of your Spirit, that they may  
       become the Body and Blood of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, at  
       whose command we celebrate this Eucharist.  
  
       For, in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread, gave thanks,  
       broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying:  

TAKE AND EAT.    
THIS IS MY BODY WHICH IS GIVEN UP FOR YOU.    
DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME.  

  
       After supper He took the cup.  Again, he gave Thanks and Praise to you  
       and gave it them to drink saying:  

DRINK OF THIS, ALL OF YOU:    
THIS CUP IS MY BLOOD OF THE NEW AND EVERLASTING  
COVENANT.   
IT WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE  
FORGIVENESS OF SIN.    
DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME.  

  
      The mystery of faith:  
C:  Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again!  
  
P:  And so, Father Most Holy, calling to mind the death your Son endured  
       for our salvation, his glorious Resurrection and his ascension into  
       heaven, and ready to greet him when he comes again, we offer you in  
       thanksgiving this holy and living sacrifice of praise—  
       Look with favor on your Church, and see the Victim whose death has  
       reconciled us to yourself.    
       Grant that we, who are nourished by our Lord’s body and blood, may be  
       filled with his Holy Spirit, and become one body, one spirit in Christ  
       Jesus.  
  
       May he make us an everlasting gift to you and enable us to share in the  
       inheritance of your Saints: The Patriarchs and Prophets, the Holy  
       Apostles and Martyrs, and all your Saints in Light, whose witness  
       encourages us in our Faith.  
  
       Strengthen in faith and love your pilgrim Church on earth; together with  
       our Bishops, Pastors, Deacons and the entire people your son has won  
       for you.  
       Hear now the prayers of the family you have gathered here before you.   
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       In mercy and love, unite all your children wherever they may be.  
       Welcome into your Kingdom our departed brothers and sisters, and all  
       who have left this world in your friendship.  
       There in your Kingdom, freed from the corruption of sin and death, we  
       shall proclaim your glory with every creature,  
       through Christ our Lord, through whom you give us everything that is  
       good.  
  
       Through Him, with Him and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all  
       glory and honor is yours almighty Father, now and forever.    
C: Amen.  
  
LORD’S PRAYER  
P: Let us pray with confidence in the words that our Lord Jesus Christ has  
       given us…  
  
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be thy name,  
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  

     on earth as it is in heaven.  
      Give us this day our daily bread;  
      and forgive us our trespasses,   

     as we forgive those  
     who trespass against us;  

      and lead us not into temptation,   
     but deliver us from evil.   

      For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
      forever and ever. Amen  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P:  Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  
C:  Thanks be to God!   
P:  Come now and eat of the Bread of Life and drink of the Cup of  
      Salvation!  Taste and see, the Lord is good!  
C:  Amen!   
  
Sit  
COMMUNION  
All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing.  Please  
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they  
say these words to each communicant:   

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.   
The communicant may say: Amen  

  
COMMUNION HYMN            Come, Let Us Eat  
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Stand  
  
  
  
  
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and  
     keep you in his grace.    
C:  Amen  
  
  
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
A: Let us pray   
       Father in Heaven, you have fed us with the Bread of Life,  
       your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Sustain us by the work of  
       the Holy Spirit, through this Holy Meal, that we may abide in Christ, and  
       he in us, to the glory of your Holy Name.  
C:  Amen.  
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SENDING  
  
BENEDICTION  
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you and         
       gracious unto you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you  
       peace.  And may almighty God—the Father, ☩ The Son, and The Holy  
       Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
C:  Amen.  
  
SENDING HYMN            Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service  
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DISMISSAL  
A:  Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God.  
  
POSTLUDE 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

SERVICE ASSISTANTS 
Ushers: Charles Luppert, Larry & Donna Britton, Rhonda Koch, Sylvia McCarty, 
Larry Solomon; Lay Assistant: Carola Storrs; Comm. Assist.: Sherri Holtzman; 
Acolyte: Doriann Morris; Altar Guild: Jody Fullmer, Lauren Russell; 
Greeters/Presenters: Dave and Rita Strickler  
Flower Delivery: Jody Fullmer 
 IN BLESSED MEMORY 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of my 
daughter, Susan, on her birthday, August 9th, by Sylvia McCarty. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If you 
are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name & information to a 
congregation member.  We hope to see you again. 
 

THANK YOU!! I would like to thank everyone at Messiah Lutheran Church for 
celebrating the 25th Anniversary of my Ordination on Sunday!  The cards, gifts, 
and prayers were wonderful and I am overwhelmed by your show of support.  
I’m looking forward to the honor of serving you as your Pastor in the days and 
years to come! 
 

Pax Christi; 
Pr. Jerry Kliner 
 

School Supply Kits Collection for Lutheran World Relief 
WOWZA!  We have enough supplies to fill 775 complete backpacks … 
already!  As we stated before, nothing about this project is a perfect science and 
the only predictable thing about it is that it is unpredictable! Please note: We 
have more than enough of the following to fill all of the backpacks that were 
sewn – pencils, crayons, and pens!  If you have already purchased these items 
but haven’t brought them in yet, don’t dismay … bring them anyway and we will 
either fill more packs or save them for next year. 
MOST NEEDED ITEMS THIS WEEK:  We can still use a small number of scissors 
and pens.  But where we really need your help is with NOTEBOOKS.  If we are to 
fill all of the backpacks that were sewn, 605 more notebooks are needed.  We 
have enough cash to purchase 320 of them, so that leaves just under 300 more 
notebooks needed. 
Monetary donations are welcome!  Make checks payable to Messiah Lutheran 
Church with LWR School Kits in the memo line.  Cash should be placed in an 
envelope marked LWR School Kits. 
 

* As a courtesy to others please silence cell phones during Worship! * 
 



  
  
  

True Abundance 

In our gospel reading, Jesus hears about John the Baptizer’s death and 
wants to be alone, to withdraw “to a deserted place” (Matthew 14:13). 
But the crowds follow him, the disciples follow him, and it seems 
everyone wants something from him. Jesus’ response is compassionate, 
and he meets their needs, healing those who were sick. Then evening 
falls, and the disciples come to him with a request: “You’ve healed 
everyone. Now send them home. They can buy food in the villages for 
themselves.” 

Some compassion is needed here for the disciples too. With the twelve of 
them plus Jesus, there are at least thirteen people to feed with what they 
have—just five loaves and two fish. That’s not enough even for them. 

So Jesus does this miracle—he takes what he is given and multiplies it so 
everyone has something to eat, and there are twelve baskets left over. 
(Twelve baskets means one for each disciple to carry and then realize 
that true abundance comes from Jesus!) 

The miracle fed the people, but it also taught the disciples that, with 
Jesus, there is always compassion and always enough to share. After 
feeding the thousands, each disciple now had a basket full of food. By 
sharing what they had, through Jesus they received back more than they 
had to begin with. 

This is the true message of Matthew’s text today: God gives us what we 
need, we share what we have with others, and in the end, we are given 
more than we could ever imagine. This is loving the neighbor. This is 
being God’s grace in the world. At no time is sending people away God’s 
answer. Jesus taught his disciples this important lesson, and we continue 
to learn and struggle with it today. 
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