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= EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds
Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all
creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we
humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the
= fruit of justice and mercy.

GATHERING

PRELUDE

Stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

(P): In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

¥: Amen.

(P): Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near to God with a true heart and
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the Name of our Lord,
Jesus Christ, to grant us the forgiveness of all our sins, and through the
grace of the Holy spirit, true repentance and amendment of our sinful
lives.

Kneel
Silence is kept for meditation...

(P: Almighty God, merciful Father:
[¥: 1 have sinned against you in thought, in word, and in deed;
By what I have done and what I have left undone.
I have not loved you with my whole heart, mind, and strength.
I have not loved my neighbor as myself.
For the sake of our beloved Son, who suffered upon the cross for
me,
Have mercy upon me and forgive me all my sin!

(Pl Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the
death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their wickedness
and live. As a Called and Ordained minister of the church of Jesus Christ,
and by his authority, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

¥: Amen.
Stand
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GATHERING HYMN When Morning Gilds the Skies
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1 When morn-ing gilds the skies, my heart a - wak-ing cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic  longs, this is my song of  songs:
3 To him, my highest and  best, I sing, when love pos - sessed:
4 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’n is known
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may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve-ning shad-ows fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
may Je - sus Christ be praised! What - e’er my hands be - gin,
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee-ter - nal  Word
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this rings my cur - few  call: may Je - sus  Christ be praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be praised!”
this bless-ing shall break in: may Je - sus  Christ be praised!
the e-ter - nal psalm is  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
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5 Let all of humankind 6 Sing, sun and stars of space,
in this their concord find: sing, all who see his face,
may Jesus Christ be praised! sing, “Jesus Christ be praised!”
Let all the earth around God’s whole creation o’er,
ring joyous with the sound: today and evermore,
may Jesus Christ be praised! shall Jesus Christ be praised!
Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844—1930, alt.

Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby, 1838-189

APOSTOLIC GREETING

6

(P): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

[¥: And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

(P): Let us pray.
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness
and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we
may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

¥: Amen.
Sit

WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in God,
through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.

(Al: A Reading from Isaiah:

6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
[ am the first, and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it;
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
8 Do not fear or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one.

(A): The word of the Lord.
[8: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 65:1-13

Sung responsively between the Pastor and congregation.
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11 Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk | in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name.

121 will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart,
and glorify your name for- | evermore.

13 For great is your | love toward me;
you have delivered me from the | pit of death.
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14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent
people | seeks my life;

they have not set you be- | fore their eyes.
15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth.
16 Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of your
handmaid.
17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it
and be | put to shame;
because you, LORD, have helped me and com- | forted me.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as
God'’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and
creation from bondage to death and decay.

(Al: A Reading from Romans:

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die,
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For
all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. !> For you did not
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of
adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit bearing
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then
heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so
that we may also be glorified with him.

18] consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits
with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation
was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its
enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning
together as it suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while
we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one
already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with
patience.

(A): The word of the Lord.
@: Thanks be to God.
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Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all
evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
[@: Glory to you, O Lord.

24Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his
field,2> but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and
bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the
householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An
enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go and
gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would
uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until
the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first
and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.””

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples
approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the
field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of
Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers
are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will
it be at the end of the age. 4 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they
will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

(P}: The Gospel of the Lord.
[@: Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sit
SERMON......ccciieiiinnieininnnneisinnieenssineisssmeennssmessmsmeesnse Pastor Kliner
Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY  Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast
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1 Al - might-y God, your word is cast like seed in - to the ground;
2 Let not the sly sa-tan-ic foe this ho - ly seed re - move,
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit- ful cares the ris - ing plant de - stroy,
4 So when the pre-cious seed is sown, your quick-’ning grace be - stow,
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now let the dew of heav’n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev - ’ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let it yield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
that all whose souls the truth re - ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.
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Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.
Music: ST. FLAVIAN, J. Day, Psalter, 1562

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A brief silence is held after the introduction.

(P: Let us pray for the Church, the world, and all people according to their
need...

After each petition:

(Pl Lord, in your mercy,

[¥: hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

(P): All these things, most merciful God, we commend into your hands,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

¥9: Amen!

PEACE
(Pl: The peace of Christ be with you always.
[¥@: And also with you.

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Peace be with you. R: Peace be with you
Sit

MEAL

OFFERING

The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared.

Stand

OFFERTORY

As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung
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1 Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to place up-on your ta - ble.
2 The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown.They grew in your good plea-sure.
3 Our hopes and dreams,our toils and cares we lift in prayer be - fore you.
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We do not wor - ship as we oughtbut on - ly as were a - ble.
What once was com - mon, dail -y food be-comesa ho -1ly trea-sure.
Lord, by yourgrace now cometo us, as hum-bly we a - dore you.
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OFFERING PRAYER

(Al: Letus pray... Blessed are you,

[¥: 0 Lord, our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness, you
have blessed us with these gifts. With them, we offer ourselves to
your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of
all that you have made; for the sake of him who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

10
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

(P): Heavenly Father, you are holy indeed and all creation rightly gives you
thanks and praise.

All life, all holiness comes from you, through your only begotten Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, by the working of the Holy Spirit.

From age to age you gather a people unto yourself, so that, from the
rising of the sun to its setting, a perfect offering may be made to the glory
of your holy name.

And so, Father, we bring you these gifts:
We ask you to make them Holy by the power of your Spirit, that they may
become the Body and Blood of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, at
whose command we celebrate this Eucharist.
For, in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread, gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying:

TAKE AND EAT.

THIS IS MY BODY WHICH IS GIVEN UP FOR YOU.

DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME.
After supper He took the cup. Again, he gave Thanks and Praise to you
and gave it them to drink saying:

DRINK OF THIS, ALL OF YOU:

THIS CUP IS MY BLOOD OF THE NEW AND EVERLASTING COVENANT.

11
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IT WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE
FORGIVENESS OF SIN.
DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME.

The mystery of faith:
Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again!

: And so, Father Most Holy, calling to mind the death your Son endured

for our salvation, his glorious Resurrection and his ascension into
heaven, and ready to greet him when he comes again, we offer you in
thanksgiving this holy and living sacrifice of praise—

Look with favor on your Church, and see the Victim whose death has
reconciled us to yourself.

Grant that we, who are nourished by our Lord’s body and blood, may be
filled with his Holy Spirit, and become one body, one spirit in Christ
Jesus.

May he make us an everlasting gift to you and enable us to share in the
inheritance of your Saints: the Patriarchs and Prophets, the Holy
Apostles and Martyrs, and all your Saints in Light, whose witness
encourages us in our Faith.

Strengthen in faith and love your pilgrim Church on earth; together with
our Bishops, Pastors, Deacons and the entire people your son has won
for you.

Hear now the prayers of the family you have gathered here before you.
In mercy and love, unite all your children wherever they may be.
Welcome into your Kingdom our departed brothers and sisters, and all
who have left this world in your friendship.

There in your Kingdom, freed from the corruption of sin and death, we
shall proclaim your glory with every creature,

through Christ our Lord, through whom you give us everything that is
good.

Through Him, with Him and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all
glory and honor is yours almighty Father, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
(P): Let us pray with confidence in the words that our Lord Jesus Christ has

given us...

¥: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

12



Messiah Lutheran Church July 19, 2026
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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world; grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

(P): Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

[¥: Thanks be to God!

(Pl: Come now and eat of the Bread of Life and drink of the Cup of
Salvation! Taste and see, the Lord is good!

¥: Amen!

Sit

COMMUNION

All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing. Please
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they

say these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen

13



Messiah Lutheran Church

July 19, 2026

COMMUNION HYMN Blessed Assurance
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I Bless-ed as-sur-ance,Je-sus is mine! Oh,what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; [ in my Sav-ior am hap-py and blest,
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This is my sto - 1y,

this is my song, prais-ing my Sav - ior

all the day long:

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908
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Stand

(P): The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
@: Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

(A]: Let us pray
Father in Heaven, you have fed us with the Bread of Life,
your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Sustain us by the work of
the Holy Spirit, through this Holy Meal, that we may abide in Christ, and
he in us, to the glory of your Holy Name.

@: Amen.

SENDING

SENDING OF THE EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

(P): Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care:
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread,
assist us in this ministry on which we are sent forth.
In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom
we bring this sacrament, that through the body and blood of
your Son we may all know the comfort of your abiding
presence.

@: Amen.

BENEDICTION

(Pl: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you and
gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. And may almighty God—the Father, -+ The Son, and The Holy
Spirit, bless you now and forever.

@: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word
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1 Spread, oh, spread, al - might - y Word,

spread the reign of

God the Lord;
hu - man race

and to pay

let

re - bel-lion’s price,
strong and ho - ly,
the gath-’ring na - tions all

just and

true,

gave him-self as
work-ing both to

2 Tell of our Re-deem-er’s grace, who, to save our
3 Tell of God the Spir - it giv'in now to guide us on to heav’n,
4 Lord of har-vest, great and kind, rouse to ac - tion heart and mind;
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Text: Jonathan F. Bahnmaier, 1774-1841: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978
Music: GOTT SEI DANK, J. A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesang—Buch, 1704

DISMISSAL

(A): Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.
¥: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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SERVICE ASSISTANTS
Ushers: Fred Harbaugh, Jean Nolan, Diana Rooker, Susan Christ, Greg
Eckenrode; Lay Assistant: Carola Storrs; Comm. Assist.: Mary Schultz
Acolyte: Malory Klemick; Altar Guild: Sue Shoemaker, Yvonne Kaiser
Greeters/Presenters: Don and Mary Ellen Rosenbaum
Flower Delivery: Charles Luppert; Guest Organist: Barbara Hoffman

IN BLESSED MEMORY
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
loved ones gone too soon.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us.
If you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name &
information to a congregation member. We hope to see you again.
This morning the Eucharistic Ministers will be sent out.
Sunday, July 26, please join us in Shaheen Hall immediately following

worship for a brunch and celebration of Pastor Kliner’s 25th anniversary
of ordination.
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Deep-Seated Grace

The things we learn early on in life matter. Maybe the first time you rode
a bike taught you about a deep sense of fulfillment. The first time your
heart swooned with romance taught you about a whole new dimension
of love. Painfully, we find out the stove is hot by that first, uninformed
touch, and we learn to watch for the flame. That first heartbreak sows
some mistrust in future relationships.

These core memories inform how we see and interact with the world,
shaping our expectations and actions. They are like seeds planted deep
that grow and grow within. As Jesus speaks in this parable of weeds
among the wheat, we are reminded that within us are both good seeds
and invasive plants that get in the way. As our early memories remind
us, people can sow both good and evil. There is fulfillment and romance,
and there is pain and mistrust—good seeds and pesky weeds.

In a radical move, God the gardener has planted the deepest seed, a seed
of grace. And herein lies the promise of this story from Jesus: Though we
may try to uproot the sin—the weeds—separating us from God and each
other, only God can make this grace come to life. With dusty overalls and
a warm smile, God, the greatest gardener, removes the weeds of pain
and mistrust. In Jesus, all that separates us from one another and from
God is no more. The earliest seed planted deep within (even before we
can remember) is the seed of grace that cultivates the deepest
connection to God.

How have you seen God’s grace at work in you, and how has the Spirit
sown trust and connection in your life?
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