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== THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which
they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold
confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s
mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a living
sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go
28 forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed.

GATHERING

PRELUDE

Stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

(P): In the name of the Father,
and of the *F Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

3: Amen.

(P): Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near to God with a true heart and
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the Name of our Lord,
Jesus Christ, to grant us the forgiveness of all our sins, and through the
grace of the Holy spirit, true repentance and amendment of our sinful
lives.

Kneel
Silence is kept for meditation...

(P): Almighty God, merciful Father:
{¥: 1 have sinned against you in thought, in word, and in deed;
By what I have done and what I have left undone.
I have not loved you with my whole heart, mind, and strength.
I have not loved my neighbor as myself.
For the sake of your beloved Son, who suffered upon the cross for
me, have mercy upon me and forgive me all my sin!

(Pl Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the
death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their wickedness
and live. As a Called and Ordained minister of the church of Jesus Christ,
and by his authority, [ declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

¥: Amen.

Stand
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GATHERING HYMN Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation
04 | | . . | \
b | 64| ! | i : = | - 5 |
o— 4 H—— s=== — e
_‘_
prF
1 Christ is made the sure foun-da - tion, Christ, our head and
2 To this tem - ple, where we call you, come, O Lord of
3 Here be-stow on all  your ser - vants  what they seek from
4 Praise and hon - or to the Fa - ther, praise and hon - or
| 17 ﬁ g - o | Jﬂ |
< H'ﬁ F ; 7] 1 2 = | =| | .
7 i } o —— k_b—f_g I I ‘i‘
! 1 ! | S— I | | [ P 1) 1 1
' | 1 —i e r
0 4 . . |
I R I S S ) |
© ; —— g ) « 7 4|
J & #r F 2 *—7 % = o 7 L
cor - ner - stone, cho - sen of the Lord and pre - cious,
hosts, and stay; come with all your lov - ing-kind - ness,
you to gain; what they gain  from you, for -ev - er
to the Son, praise and hon - or to the Spir - it,
—~
o o | Wl
ﬁﬁg_J_J—g: — e e ,  —
—F 7 1 H ft | —
f | f I | [— |
04 | | I\ |
S = o ] . | —]
— T~ J—ig—e a2
— u\,/r 7T @ @
bind - ing all the  church in one; ho - ly Zi - on’s
hear your peo - ple as they  pray; and your full - est
with the bless - ed to re - tain; and here - af - ter
ev - er three and ev - er one: one in might and

¢
N
e
T
TTe
™™
N
T
e
| 1N
TR
L XN
Ean

7 . , ] . ] . I |
b — | =
1—?\/]‘ v g Eg#-
help for-ev - er and our con - fi - dence a - lone.
ben - e - dic - tion shed with - in these walls to - day.
in your glo - ry ev - er-more with you to reign.
one in glo - ry while un-end - ing a - ges run!
5 o o o | — | |
T ud ] i — | | |
i 11 ! — —
— HF——F—— ——e—

Text: Latin hymn, c. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 1802-1868
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
(P): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
[¥: And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
Refrain

Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

(P): Letus pray.
0 God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the
rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of
your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

@: Amen.

sit

WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers comfort to
Zion. God'’s deliverance will come soon and will never end.

(Al: A Reading from Isaiah:

! Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn

and to the quarry from which you were dug.

2 Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when I called him,

but I blessed him and made him many.

3 For the LORD will comfort Zion;

he will comfort all her waste places

and will make her wilderness like Eden,

her desert like the garden of the LORD;

joy and gladness will be found in her,

thanksgiving and the voice of song.

4Listen to me, my people,

and give heed to me, my nation,

for a teaching will go out from me

and my justice for a light to the peoples.

51 will bring near my deliverance swiftly;

my salvation has gone out, and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,

and for my arm they hope.
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¢ Lift up your eyes to the heavens
and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

(A): The word of the Lord.
[8: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 138
Sung responsively between the Pastor and congregation.
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11 will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart;
before the gods [ will | sing your praise.
21 will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your steadfast | love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things.
3When I called, you | answered me;
you increased my | strength within me.
4 All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words | of your mouth.
5 They will sing of the ways | of the LORD,
that great is the glory | of the LORD.
6 The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar.
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your
right | hand shall save me.
8 You will make good your pur- | pose for me;
O LoRD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the
works | of your hands.
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SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and
viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work.
God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build
up the body of Christ.

(Al: A Reading from Romans:

1T appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual worship.

2Do not be conformed to this world,

but be transformed by the renewing of your minds,

so that you may discern what is the will of God—

what is good and acceptable and perfect.

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you
not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think,
but to think with sober judgment,

each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
4For as in one body we have many members,

and not all the members have the same function,

5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ,

and individually we are members one of another.

6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:
prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering;
the teacher, in teaching; 8 the exhorter, in exhortation;

the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence;

the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

(A: The word of the Lord.
[8: Thanks be to God.
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Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living
God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
[@: Glory to you, O Lord.

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi,

he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”

14 And they said,

“Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah

and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

15He said to them, “But who do you say that [ am?”

16 Simon Peter answered,

“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

17 And Jesus answered him,

“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah!

For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in

heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my

church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.

191 will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,

and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.

(P): The Gospel of the Lord.
[@: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON . .ccuiivuiireenerennirenserensesrsseressssssssssssssssssssssssssssessnsesss Pastor Kliner
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Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY The Church’s One Foundation
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1 The church’s one foun - da - tion 1is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;

2 E - lect from ev-'ry na - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,

3 Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op - pressed,

4 Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,

5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her <char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .rent a - sund -er, by her - e - sies dis-tressed,

she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys - tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is won.
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From heav’'n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly food,

yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
till  with the vi-sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav’n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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with  his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-’ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.
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Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A brief silence is held after the introduction.

(P: Let us pray for the Church, the world, and all people according to their
need...

After each petition:

(P): Lord, in your mercy,

[@: hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

(P): All these things, most merciful God, we commend into your hands,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

@: Amen!

PEACE
(Pl The peace of Christ be with you always.
[@: And also with you.

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Peace be with you. R: Peace be with you
Sit

10
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MEAL

OFFERING

The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared.

Anthem
I'll Fly Away......

Bob Schweppenheiser and Quinn Kliner

Stand
OFFERTORY

As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung
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1 Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to place up-on
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your ta - ble.

2 The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown.They grew in your good plea-sure.
3 Our hopes and dreams,our toils and cares we lift in prayer be - fore you.
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Lord, by your grace now cometo us, as hum-bly we

We do not wor - ship as we oughtbut on - ly as we’re a - ble.
What once was com - mon, dail -y food be-comesa ho -1ly trea-sure.

a - dore you.
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OFFERING PRAYER

(Al: Letus pray... Blessed are you,

[@: 0 Lord, our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness, you
have blessed us with these gifts. With them, we offer ourselves to
your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of

all that you have made; for the sake of him who gave himself for us,

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

11
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  vou. And al - so with vou.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

I 1 y o | | ]

. :
i —
| ]
4

" . o —a — 1 e
Ho - 1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and
0. . |
= | T 3y | T T [ o — N | ]
| I — - I P— — —] o T o ¥
CESSEESsS S ScesS S S SsiE S i s= s
might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho -
n .~ . .
P i — r—— S I S S B
P i ¥ T he T  — ——
J 1 |
san - na in the high-est, ho - san - na in the high - est.
[ Q T y T 1 T P — ] I — —
o e e e et
v, —d— ! |
Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -
0~ . |
o | | I | N [ T | T T | 1 T I [T EN |
o P T 1 I - I — —T—rr 1
J i T i T
san - na in the high-est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

12



Messiah Lutheran Church August 23, 2026

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

[P

M@

Heavenly Father, you are holy indeed and all creation rightly gives you
thanks and praise.

All life, all holiness comes from you, through your only begotten Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, by the working of the Holy Spirit.

From age to age you gather a people unto yourself, so that, from the
rising of the sun to its setting, a perfect offering may be made to the glory
of your holy name.

And so, Father, we bring you these gifts:

We ask you to make them Holy by the power of your Spirit, that they may
become the Body and Blood of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, at

whose command we celebrate this Eucharist.

For, in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread, gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying:

TAKE AND EAT.

THIS IS MY BODY WHICH IS GIVEN UP FOR YOU.

DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME.

After supper He took the cup. Again, he gave Thanks and Praise to you
and gave it them to drink saying:
DRINK OF THIS, ALL OF YOU:
THIS CUP IS MY BLOOD OF THE NEW AND EVERLASTING
COVENANT.
IT WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE
FORGIVENESS OF SIN.
DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME.

The mystery of faith:
Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again!

: And so, Father Most Holy, calling to mind the death your Son endured

for our salvation, his glorious Resurrection and his ascension into
heaven, and ready to greet him when he comes again, we offer you in
thanksgiving this holy and living sacrifice of praise—

Look with favor on your Church, and see the Victim whose death has
reconciled us to yourself.

Grant that we, who are nourished by our Lord’s body and blood, may be
filled with his Holy Spirit, and become one body, one spirit in Christ
Jesus.

May he make us an everlasting gift to you and enable us to share in the
inheritance of your Saints: The Patriarchs and Prophets, the Holy

13
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Apostles and Martyrs, and all your Saints in Light, whose witness
encourages us in our Faith.

Strengthen in faith and love your pilgrim Church on earth; together with
our Bishops, Pastors, Deacons and the entire people your son has won
for you.
Hear now the prayers of the family you have gathered here before you.
In mercy and love, unite all your children wherever they may be.
Welcome into your Kingdom our departed brothers and sisters, and all
who have left this world in your friendship.
There in your Kingdom, freed from the corruption of sin and death, we
shall proclaim your glory with every creature,
through Christ our Lord, through whom you give us everything that is
good.
Through Him, with Him and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all
glory and honor is yours almighty Father, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
(P): Let us pray with confidence in the words that our Lord Jesus Christ has
given us...

¥: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

14
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

(P): Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

[¥: Thanks be to God!

(Pl: Come now and eat of the Bread of Life and drink of the Cup of
Salvation! Taste and see, the Lord is good!

¥: Amen!

Sit

COMMUNION

All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing. Please
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they

say these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen
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COMMUNION HYMN
Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me LBW 327
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1 Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee;
2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand 1 bring; sim-ply to thy cross 1 cling.
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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when [ soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.
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Stand

(P): The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

¥: Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

(A]: Let us pray

Father in Heaven, you have fed us with the Bread of Life,
your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Sustain us by the work of
the Holy Spirit, through this Holy Meal, that we may abide in Christ, and

he in us, to the glory of your Holy Name.

3: Amen.
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SENDING

BENEDICTION

(Pl: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you and
gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. And may almighty God—the Father, -+ The Son, and The Holy
Spirit, bless you now and forever.

@: Amen.

SENDING HYMN We All Are One in Mission

0 | | ,
5" T ; T I —
Ghre | 7 . e
% i ﬁ# ., g . t i o ; .
o L
r rrz:
1 We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,
2 We all are called for ser - vice, to wit-ness in God’s name.
3 Now let us be u - nit - ed, and let our song be heard.
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our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ, the Lord of all
Our min -is - tries are dif - f’rent; our pur - pose is the same:
Now let us be a ves - sel for God’s re - deem-ing Word.
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A sin - gle great com - mis - sion com - pels us from a - bove
to touch the lives of oth - ers with God’s sur-pris-ing grace,
We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one In call,
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to plan and work to - geth - er that all may know Christ’s love.
so ev-ry folk and na - tion may feel God’swarm em - brace.
our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ,the Lord of all.
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Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955

Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk tune; arr. hymnal version

Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.



Messiah Lutheran Church August 23,2026
DISMISSAL

(A): Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.

@: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

SERVICE ASSISTANTS
Ushers: Chuck Luppert, Larry& Donna Britton, Rhonda Koch, Sylvia
McCarty, Larry Solomon
Lay Assistant: Carol Waltz; Comm. Assist.: Georgette Copp
Acolyte: Weston Sherman; Altar Guild: Sue Shoemaker, Yvonne Kaiser
Greeters/Presenters: Jody Fullmer, Carl Gee; Flower Delivery: Paul
Weaver

IN BLESSED MEMORY
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor of Gary
and Connie Hess on their 54th wedding anniversary, September 2nd, with
love from their family.
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving
memory of McClellan and Esther Denius by their family.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us.
If you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name &
information to a congregation member. We hope to see you again.

Join us in the Narthex this morning for a coffee hour hosted by the
Preschool Committee.

Pastor Kliner will be off Monday, August 24 - Wednesday, August 26.
Pastor Jeff LeCrone will cover for emergencies while Pastor is away.
During office hours call the church office and they will assist you. After
office hours you may reach Pastor LeCrone at 570-323-7309 or 570-220-
3631.

The office building is getting a new roof on or around Thursday,
August 20. If you need to come to the office for any reason, please park in
the church parking lot. The office will be closed on Friday, August 21.

AN OPEN INVITATION TO EVERYONE WHO LIKES TO SING! Choir
rehearsals will be held on Thursday afternoons at 2 PM starting on
September 3rd. Please join us as we lift our voices to sing God’s praise.
We plan to sing at worship services starting on September 6. We have a
short rehearsal on Sunday mornings at 8:45. Please consider singing with
us.

Save the Date! Saturday, September 19, 5:00 p.m. - Pack-A-Sack Event
This is when we finally see all the work we have done come to fruition.
Members of the congregation, those who attended Bible School, and friends are
invited to join us for a pizza supper and to pack the bags assembly-line style.
All ages may take part, but we ask that children under grade 3 be
accompanied/supervised by an adult. Stay tuned for more information to
come!

Preschool Mums Fundraiser! It’s time to order your fall mums. This is
our Seventh year working with the Potting Bench for our Mums
Fundraiser and the mums have been beautiful! The $10 tickets for the
mums will be available the first few Sundays in September after worship
in the Narthex or church office, but are available now by contacting Linda
Miller at 570-326-5405. You will be able to take your tickets to the
Potting Bench any time in September at 324 Matthews Blvd. in S.
Williamsport and choose your very own 9-inch potted mum(s). Deadline
for picking up mums will be September 30. THANK YOU for your
support!
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Revealing God

Jesus came to earth as God incarnate, meaning “in or having bodily
form.” This was no accident. The prophets of the past had used their
bodies and their words so people could understand God. In Christ,
God was revealed in flesh and blood, allowing us to know who God is
and what God’s priorities are for creation.

Peter points this out to us, saying that Christ is “the Son of the living
God” (Matthew 16:16). As a living God, moving among us as Jesus
Christ, God reveals Godself directly. God reveals the divine nature
and priorities through Jesus’ earthly life. Jesus lives without
possessions, sharing in the suffering of people who are poor and
oppressed. On the Galilean coast he feeds thousands of people before
teaching them. He befriends outcasts like Zacchaeus the tax collector
and the Canaanite woman. He calls out the greed and misplaced
priorities of the wealthy by flipping tables. Instead of merely telling
us, Christ incarnate shows us that God has a serious concern for all
people on the margins of society.

As the church is formed into the body of Christ, we too now reveal to
the world who God is and what God’s priorities are. How does our
ministry show God’s concern for those who are poor and
marginalized today? Do we seek out and walk alongside people cast
out by dominant society? Do we not only preach the word but make
sure people are fed as well?

By accompanying our neighbors in their struggles for dignity, justice,
and the right to flourish, we do the good work of followers of Jesus,
striving with God for the end of all oppression and death, for a world
made whole.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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	PSALM: Psalm 138
	Sung responsively between the Pastor and congregation.

