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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 23 
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are 24 
often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of 25 
warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of 26 
the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of 27 
peace and reconciliation. 28 
 29 

GATHERING  
  
PRELUDE    
  
Stand  
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen.  
  
P: Let us pray…  
     Dear Father in Heaven—to whom all hearts are open and from whom no  
       secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of  
       the Holy Spirit, that we might perfectly love you and worthily magnify  
       your Holy Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C:  Amen.  
  
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the Truth is not in us.  
       But we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins  
       and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Therefore, let confess all our  
       sins to God, so that we may heart his forgiveness and know his mercy…  
Kneel  
Silence is kept for meditation…  
P: Almighty God, merciful Father:  
C:  I have sinned against you in thought, in word, and in deed;  
        By what I have done and what I have left undone.   
        I have not loved you with my whole heart, mind, and strength.  
        I have not loved my neighbor as myself.  
        For the sake of your beloved Son, who suffered upon the cross for  
        me, have mercy upon me and forgive me all my sin!  
  
P:  Almighty God, our Father in Heaven, has given his Son to die for us, and  
       for his sake forgives us all our sin.  As a Called and Ordained minister of  
       the Church of Jesus Christ, and by his authority, I declare to you the   
       forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son,  
       and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen.  
  
Stand  
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GATHERING HYMN                   
Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun ......................................................... LBW 269  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
APOSTOLIC GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
       and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C:  And also with you.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE       
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
  
  
  
P:  Let us pray.  
       O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual  
       mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us  
       everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and  
       salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C:  Amen.  
Sit  
  

WORD  
FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 33:7-11  
Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the LORD is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand upon him and God’s  
seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be allowed to continue in  
his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am with you.”  
A:  A Reading from Ezekiel:  
  
       7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel;  
       whenever you hear a word from my mouth,   
       you shall give them warning from me.  
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           8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,”  
       and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways,   
       the wicked shall die in their iniquity,   
       but their blood I will require at your hand.   
           9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways   
       and they do not turn from their ways,   
       the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.  
  
   10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel:   
       Thus you have said:  
       “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us,   
       and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?”   
          11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord GOD,   
       I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked   
       but that the wicked turn from their ways and live;   
       turn back, turn back from your evil ways,   
       for why will you die, O house of Israel?    
  
A:  The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40  
Sung by the choir and congregation.  
  
  
  
  
Sung responsively between the choir and congregation.  
  
  
  
  
       33Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your statutes,  
          and I shall keep it | to the end.  
       34Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your law;  
          I shall keep it with | all my heart.  
       35Make me go in the path of | your commandments,  
          for that is | my desire.  
       36Incline my heart to | your decrees  
          and not to | unjust gain.  
       37Turn my eyes from watching | what is worthless;  
          give me life | in your ways.  
       38Fulfill your promise | to your servant,  
          which you make to | those who fear you.  
       39Turn away the reproach | which I dread,  
          because your judg- | ments are good.  
       40Behold, I long for | your commandments;  
          in your righteousness pre- | serve my life. R  
  
SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14  
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make  
the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.  
A:  A Reading from Romans:  
  
            8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another,   
       for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.   
           9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery;   
       you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,”   
       and any other commandment, are summed up in this word,   
       “Love your neighbor as yourself.”   
           10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor;   
       therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.  
  
    11 Besides this, you know what time it is,   
       how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep.   



Messiah Lutheran Church                                                  September 6, 2026 

8 
 

       For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers;   
           12 the night is far gone; the day is near.  
       Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of  
       light;   
          13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness,   
       not in debauchery and licentiousness,   
       not in quarreling and jealousy.   
           14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ,   
       and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  
  
A:  The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God.  
  
Stand  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
  

   

  
  
  
  
  
CANTOR:  In Christ God was reconciling the world | to himself, entrusting  
                     the message of reconcilia- | tion to us.   
C:  Repeat the Alleluias.  
  
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20  
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go  
about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another.  
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.  
  
  

  
       Jesus said to the disciples:   
           15 “If another member of the church sins against you,   
       go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone.   
       If the member listens to, you have regained that one.   
           16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you,   
       so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three   
       witnesses.   
            17 If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church,   
       and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church,   
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       let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector.   
  
           18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,   
       and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.   
           19 Again, truly I tell you,   
       if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask,   
       it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.   
  
           20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among  
       them.”  
  
P:  The Gospel of the Lord.  
  
  
  
  
  
Sit  
SERMON .................................................................................Pastor Kliner  
  
  
Stand  
HYMN OF THE DAY          
Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive .............................................................. LBW 307  
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.  
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the virgin Mary.  
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven,  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen   
  
  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
A brief silence is held after the introduction.  
P:  Let us pray for the Church, the world, and all people according to their  
       need…  
  
After each petition:  
P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.  
  
The prayers conclude:  
P:  All these things, most merciful God, we commend into your hands,  
       through Jesus Christ our Lord.    
C:  Amen!  
  
PEACE  
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C:  And also with you.  

The pastor and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord.  
Peace be with you.  R: Peace be with you  

Sit  
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MEAL  
OFFERING  
The Offering is received as the Lord's table is prepared.  
  
  
OFFERING  
Christians All, Come Sing His Praises ............................... Pepper Choplin  
  
  
Stand  
OFFERTORY  
As the gifts are presented, the Offertory is sung   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
OFFERING PRAYER  
A:  Let us pray…  Merciful Father,  
C:  We offer you with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given  
       us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions—signs of your  
       gracious Love.  Receive them for the sake of him who offered  
       himself to us, + Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
  
  
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
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PREFACE  
It is indeed right and salutary, that we should at all times and in all places,  
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, Holy Father, through Jesus Christ our  
Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious  
Resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with the  
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your Name and join their  
unending hymn…  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   
P:  Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Heavenly Father: endless is your mercy,  
       and eternal is your reign.  You have filled all creation with light and life;  
       heaven and earth are full of your glory!  
  
       Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.  You rescued Israel,  
       your chosen people.  Through the Prophets, you renewed your promise;  
       and at this, the end of the ages, you sent your only begotten Son, who in  
       words and deeds proclaimed your Kingdom and was obedient to your  
       will, even to giving his life upon the Cross.  
  
       Send your Holy Spirit upon these the gifts of your Church, that they may  
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       be for us the very Body ☩and Blood ☩ of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Let us  
       who receive our Lord’s Body and Blood live to the praise of your glory  
       and receive our inheritance with all your Saints in Light.  
C: Amen! Come Holy Spirit!  
  
P:  For, in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took  
       bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying:  
       TAKE AND EAT.    
       THIS IS MY BODY WHICH IS GIVEN UP FOR YOU.    
       DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME.  
  
       After supper He took the cup.  Again, he gave thanks and praise to you  
       and gave it them to drink saying:  
       DRINK OF THIS, ALL OF YOU:    
       THIS CUP IS MY BLOOD OF THE NEW AND EVERLASTING COVENANT.   
       IT WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE  
       FORGIVENESS OF SIN.    
       DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME.  
  
       For as often as we eat of this bread and drink of this cup, we proclaim the  
       Lord’s death until he comes again in his glory!  
C: Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again!  
  
P:  And so, Father Most Holy, calling to mind the death your Son endured for  
       our salvation, his glorious Resurrection and his ascension into heaven,  
       we pray:  Look with favor on your Church, and see him whose death has  
       reconciled us to yourself.  Grant that we who are nourished by our Lord’s  
       body and blood, may be filled with his Holy Spirit, and become one body,  
       one spirit in Christ Jesus, and believing the witnesses of his Resurrection,  
       be sustained in the Faith and Hope of our Lord’s coming in power and  
       glory to share with us the great and promised Feast.  
C: Amen!  Come, Lord Jesus!  
  
P:  Join now our prayers with those of your servants of every time  
       and every place, and unite them with the prayers of the Faithful  
       throughout the ages—the Patriarchs and Prophets, the Holy  
       Apostles and Martyrs, and all your Saints in Light who lived and  
       died in Faith.  Strengthen in faith and love your pilgrim Church  
       here on earth—together with our Bishops, Pastors, Deacons and  
       the entire people your son has won for you through his Passion,  
       Death, and Resurrection.  Welcome into your Kingdom all our  
       departed brothers and sisters, and all who have left this world in  
       your friendship.  Unite all these prayers with the ceaseless  
       petitions of our great high priest, Jesus Christ, until he comes as  
       Victorious Lord of all…   
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LORD’S PRAYER  
P: Let us pray with confidence in the words that our Lord Jesus Christ has  
       given us…  
  
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be thy name,  
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  

     on earth as it is in heaven.  
      Give us this day our daily bread;  
      and forgive us our trespasses,   

     as we forgive those  
     who trespass against us;  

      and lead us not into temptation,   
     but deliver us from evil.   

      For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
      forever and ever. Amen  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
The Pastor lifts the Bread and Chalice and says:  
P:  Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  
C:  Thanks be to God!   
P:  The Holy Things for the Holy people:  
C:  One is Holy, one is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the glory of God!  
  
Sit  
COMMUNION  
All baptized believers are invited to this holy meal. Those not communing are invited for a blessing.  Please  
follow the instructions of the ushers to gather at the altar table. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they  
say these words to each communicant:   

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
The communicant may say: Amen  

  
COMMUNION HYMN              
Where Charity and Love Prevail .......................................................LBW  126  
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Stand  
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and  
     keep you in his grace.    
C:  Amen  
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
A:  Let us pray   
       Let us pray…  Father in Heaven, you provide the true Bread from heaven,  
       your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Grant that we who have received the  
       Sacrament of his Body and Blood, may abide in him, and he in us, so that  
       we might abound in Faith, Hope, and Love; to the glory of your name.   
C:  Amen.  

SENDING  
  
BENEDICTION  
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you and         
       gracious unto you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you  
       peace.  And may almighty God—the Father, ☩ The Son, and The Holy  
       Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
C:  Amen.  
  
SENDING HYMN              
Earth and All Stars! st. 1, 3, 5, 6 ...................................................... LBW 558  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



Messiah Lutheran Church                                                  September 6, 2026 

2 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
DISMISSAL  
A:  Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God.  
  
POSTLUDE   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

SERVICE ASSISTANTS 
Ushers: Mike Larson, Brian Bair, Al Cole, Sally Congdon, Kim Brofee  
Lay Assistant: Susan Bryan; Comm. Assist.: Fred Harbaugh 
Acolyte: Malory Klemick; Altar Guild: Rita Strickler, Lauren Russell 
Greeters/Presenters: Rita and Dave Strickler; Flower Delivery: Susan 
Bryan 
 IN BLESSED MEMORY 
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor of Mary 
Ellen Rosenbaum’s birthday on September 4th, with love from her 
husband and family. 
The Basket of Flowers is given to the Glory of God and in loving 
memory of Roland Weaver on the anniversary of his 88th birthday, 
September 8th, with love from his wife, Jean and family. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Messiah Church! It is our joy to have you worship with us. If 
you are visiting, please make yourself known and leave your name & 
information to a congregation member.  We hope to see you again. 
 

Join us this morning after worship in the Narthex for the Sunday School 
kick-off and coffee hour. 
 

Lutheran World Relief School Kits Pack-a-Sack Events:  So many school 
supplies came in over the summer that we will be packing school kits in two 
sessions this year.  There will be jobs available for every skill and ability level, 
both active and sit-down.  We need you! 
Wednesday, September 16, 9:00 a.m. – a more “low-key” session to get a head 
start on packing the kits in advance of the main event.  Join us for a time of 
fellowship and service! 
Saturday, September 19, 5:00 p.m. – Join us for a pizza supper followed by our 
service project to pack the school kits.  Open to all – children under grade 3 must 
be accompanied and supervised by and adult family member. 
Question?  See Kathy Wither/Sally Congdon.  Please sign up in the narthex to help 
us prepare. 
 

Preschool Mums Fundraiser! It’s time to order your fall mums.  The $10 
tickets for the mums are available the next couple of Sunday’s after worship 
in the Narthex or church office. You will be able to take your tickets to the 
Potting Bench any time in September at 324 Matthews Blvd. in South 
Williamsport and choose your very own 9-inch potted mum(s). Deadline for 
picking up mums will be September 30. THANK YOU for your support! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

  

  

  

Community Is Complicated 

Navigating life with other humans is not always easy. We who call 
ourselves the church likely know this all too well. Perhaps you’ve 
witnessed church council meetings gone awry, frustrating conversations 
about the budget, or intense disagreements over worship styles. Maybe 
your faith community has had to navigate conflicting visions for mission 
and outreach, welcome and hospitality, or diversity and justice. Maybe 
the generational or political divides in your community feel like rifts too 
big to cross. As the church, we are called to wrestle with difficult 
questions about faith and life, but at times, even with the best of 
intentions, we leave one another feeling hurt, overlooked, or 
misunderstood. 

Jesus knew a thing or two about life in community. He knew what it was 
like to be betrayed by the ones he loved. He shared meals with people of 
different backgrounds, people whose identities at times put them at 
odds with one another. Even his disciples never quite seemed to be on 
the same page! Yet Jesus knew that despite the complexity of these 
situations, faith is best practiced in community. Accompanying one 
another, sharing one another’s burdens, encouraging one another, 
forgiving one another, and holding each other accountable are vital to 
the Christian life. 

Therefore, managing conflict is not something to be taken lightly. 
Disagreements are not to be just swept under the rug, ignored until the 
next issue emerges. We are instead called to embrace truth-telling, 
courage, accountability, and compassion in our dealings with one 
another. The work of conflict resolution is not easy or glamorous. In fact, 
it can be awkward and downright painful. But it is holy work. And by 
God’s grace, it can be an invitation to build a community that more truly 
reflects God’s love poured out for the whole world. 
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